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1. Blue Nile State 
 
Ongoing hostilities between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – 
North (SPLM-N) in Blue Nile State continue to affect civilians and cause further displacement. SAF has reported 
that it controls of Dindiro town, 30km north of Kurmuk town. According to the UN Department of Safety and 
Security (UNDSS), SAF aerial bombardment in Kurmuk locality was reported on 24 and 25 September and an 
escalation in fighting in Geissan locality was reported on 26 September. 
 
UNHCR reports that, since 3 September 2011, over 25,000 persons have fled fighting in Blue Nile State to 
Ethiopia. On 23 September alone, over 1,500 persons crossed into Ethiopia. These refugee movements 
increasingly consist of families carrying household belongings and livestock, indicating that many of those fleeing 
to Ethiopia do not anticipate returning in the short-term. Heavy rains starting 25 September have slowed cross-
border movements. As aerial bombing is occurring close to the border, UNHCR and the Government of Ethiopia 
are working to move refugees to safer locations away from the border. UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF have 
launched a joint appeal for $18.3m to assist up to 35,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State in Ethiopia. 
 
According to refugee statements, many people have been displaced to communities outside of Kurmuk town 
where many are reported to be sleeping in the open. New arrivals from Ed Damazine locality are also reported in 
Geissan locality. Further displacement in the south of the state is likely, as frontlines are pushing towards Kurmuk 
and aerial bombardment of territory held by SPLM-N continues. 
 
Due to mobility restrictions and limited humanitarian access it has not been possible, for the most part, to 
independently verify displaced population figures. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), in cooperation 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), however, has been able to distribute non-food items 
and undertake limited needs assessments at eight displacement sites in Ed Damazine and surrounding areas. 
 
During a recent visit to Blue Nile State, the Vice President of the Republic of Sudan indicated that the 
Government would cover the needs of around 300,000 conflict-affected people in the areas of food, health, 
nutrition, water and sanitation, and NFIs for a period of three months. 
 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), recent displacement has been reported from Kurmuk into 
Tadamon locality from Kurmuk with some 2,100 people in Bout and around 1,500 in Gireiwa. Health assessments 
in these areas have not been completed due to security issues. There are total of 88 health facilities in Tadamon, 
Damazine and Roseires localities. Of this number, 76 health facilities (86 per cent) are reportedly functioning.  In 
the localities of Bau, Kurmuk, and Geissan, due to insecurity only 29 of 141 health facilities (21 per cent) are 
functioning.  
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org 
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Key Points 
• Fighting continues between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s 

Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) in both South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. 
• 25,000 refugees from Blue Nile State reported to be in Ethiopia. 
• Humanitarian access remains severely restricted for international organisations in these two 

states, but the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) continues to deliver humanitarian 
assistance in Government-held areas. 

• UNAMID reports that the security situation has improved in Darfur, with inter-tribal violence 
declining. 
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2. South Kordofan State 
 
There have been further reports of sporadic gunfire near Kadugli town throughout the reporting period. Reports 
were received of continued aerial bombardment in SPLM-N areas on 26 and 27 September. Insecurity and 
current movement restrictions continue to affect humanitarian operations in South Kordofan State. Humanitarian 
organisations are not permitted to enter areas of conflict. Several humanitarian agencies maintain national staff in 
South Kordofan, however, only WHO currently retains an international staff presence (one expatriate). 
 
Movement outside of Kadugli is restricted for most NGOs, with only SRCS able to maintain significant field 
presence, covering 11 out 19 localities in South Kordofan. While UN agencies are technically able to operate in 
Dilling, Elsalam, Muglad and Babanusa areas, permission to operate outside of Kadugli town is rarely granted. 
 
On 22 September, a truck with SAF soldiers heading from Kurgul to Dilling was reportedly ambushed by the 
SPLM-N near Khorzenab. According to information received by UNDSS, during the attack a civilian truck with two 
employees of the Ministry of Agriculture and a sedan with five passengers travelling towards Kurgul and passing 
through the ambush site were caught in crossfire. As a result, the two passengers on the truck were killed, as well 
as the three passengers of the civilian sedan. 
 
According to the Sudanese Civil Department, floods have displaced an estimated 18,000 people in Muglad, 
Kadugli, Dilling, Alkuwaki, and Abu Gebeiha localities. UNICEF has supported the State Ministry of Health 
(SMoH) with essential drug supplies to respond to the basic health needs of some 14,000 people affected by 
floods in the localities of Elsalam, Muglad and Babanusa. Recent flooding caused by heavy rains has also led to 
many roads being impassable. SRCS reports that, due to flooding, planned needs assessments and NFI 
distributions in Talodi, Kalogi and Abu Karshola have been postponed. 
 
The Federal Ministry of Health and WHO continue to monitor the provision of healthcare to displaced populations 
in the major Government-held towns of South Kordofan, as the risk from communicable diseases is reported to be 
high. 
 
UNICEF conducted a rapid nutrition assessment on the population from South Kordofan displaced in El Jebelain, 
North Kordofan. Results showed that some 600 children screened had higher than emergency threshold rates of 
malnutrition. An outpatient therapeutic feeding centre has been established to cover these 600 children and other 
children resident in the area. 
 
Since the outbreak of hostilities in early June, SRCS estimates that around 75,000 persons have been displaced 
in government-controlled areas. While a substantial part of these was reported to have returned, SRCS has 
completed the registration in Khartoum (including Omdurman, Khartoum North and Mayo) of over 35,000 
displaced people from South Kordofan last week. A joint SRCS and Government assessment in Rashad and Abu 
Gebeiha localities registered 13,340 IDPs originating from Talodi locality. In Talodi locality, it was reported that the 
total number of displaced people increased from 820 last week to 11,686, according to UNHCR and Protection 
Sector partners. 
 
According to UNHCR, there are reports of 2,257 people newly displaced from South Kordofan taking refuge in the 
payams of Pariang and Bentiu in Unity State, South Sudan, in addition to the 10,000 people previously reported 
by humanitarian partners to have arrived in the state since the beginning of hostilities in South Kordofan. 
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org 
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
No returns to Abyei town and surrounding areas have been reported and, according to humanitarian partners, the 
primary constraint appears to be the continued presence of SAF in Abyei town and other parts of the Abyei area.   
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According to local media, tribal sources reported that at least seven people were killed in clashes between Dinka 
Ngok and Misseriya in the Abyei area. There are fears that such incidents might escalate once the organised 
return of displaced Abyei residents start. 
 
Meanwhile, the traditional migration season of nomads (including Misseriya, Rizeigat and others) from Sudan 
moving southwards into some northern areas in South Sudan (between October and November) is about to 
commence. According to the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), following clashes that occurred last 
migration season, new security measures may be introduced this year. For instance, in South Sudan’s Northern 
Bahr El Ghazal State (NBeG), community leaders have reported they will only accept Misseriya migration if it is 
confined to new grazing sites, further away from villages. In Aweil West County (NBeG) officials said that they 
would not allow Rizeigat from South Darfur to enter their territory with weapons.   
 
It was reported that demining the area around the Banton Bridge on Bahr el Arab/Kiir River, a key bridge on the 
road between Abyei town and Agok, will be prioritised this week in preparation for the rebuilding of the bridge. 
Some construction materials have been delivered to Abyei town for the reconstruction of the bridge by UNOPS.  
 
According to the FAO, the food security situation in Agok and surrounding areas will be of concern in the coming 
period due to the floods that have badly affected crop production and yields this year. FAO also noted a shortage 
of food commodities in the Agok market due to poor road conditions because of the rains.    
 
Since the emergency response began at the end of May, WFP has assisted some 116,100 people displaced from 
Abyei with a total of 4,512 metric tons (MT) of food in Abyei and Warrap, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal and Unity states in South Sudan. WFP will continue to support the displaced in Agok until the end of the 
year, or until they return to their homes. Impassable roads caused by heavy rain remain WFP’s primary challenge. 
Although transporting food aid into Agok by air is expensive, the blanket security clearance that has been given to 
UNHAS for landing in Agok is likely to assist with the delivery of food aid.  
 
 
4. North-South population movements 
 
Returns from Sudan to South Sudan continued over the past week. As of 27 September, the total number of 
returnees to South Sudan, as registered by IOM upon arrival is 343,403. 
 
Kosti 
A Government-organised barge left Kosti way station for South Sudan on 22 September with a verified 1,011 
people aboard. UNHCR, through implementing partner FAR Sudan, ensured that protection monitors, a medical 
team and hygiene promoters were aboard the barge. The fourth and final IOM-supported convoy of barges from 
Kosti to South Sudan using the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) funding arrived in Juba on 3 October. From 
July to September 2011, almost 7,000 people were transported to South Sudan from Kosti on four convoys 
organised by IOM and funded by CHF.  
 
IOM has reported that arrangements are underway for the transportation of an additional 6,000 people from Kosti 
using funding from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). IOM, with agreement from chiefs and 
community leaders in Kosti, has introduced a luggage limit of one small truck per family. The Government of 
South Sudan has committed to transport the remaining luggage.  
 
Prior to CHF-funded movement of returnees from Kosti, the number of returnees at the way station was estimated 
to be over 18,000 people. In an effort to identify the exact number of returnees at the way station, a registration 
exercise has been underway for the past few weeks. However, the registration was stopped two weeks ago as 
demanded by local authorities. With the suspension of the registration, humanitarian partners operating in Kosti 
are unable to verify the number of returnees at the way station. 
 
WFP has expressed its concern over the lack of proper registration and tracking systems at Kosti. WFP support to 
the returnees at the Kosti way station was initially provided for a period of two weeks and as well as an additional 
15-days food ration on their departure. WFP has reported that it will divert resources from other projects in order 
to provide two additional weeks of food rations to the identified 9,500 caseload at the way station, requesting, 
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however, that other UN agencies and international NGO partners develop a solution for the overcrowding in Kosti. 
 
Khartoum 
On 6 October, the Commission of Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW) – in coordination with UNHCR –
plans to start the registration of urban IDPs in Khartoum.  
 
IOM has reported that arrangements are being made for the movement of a further 12,000 persons from 
Khartoum departure points using CERF funding. The majority of the 12,000 caseload will return to Aweil or Wau 
in South Sudan. Trains have been identified as the most efficient means of transporting this caseload. Alternative 
modes of transport will be arranged for the remaining smaller groups of returnees wishing to travel elsewhere in 
South Sudan.  
 
Alternative travel arrangements are also made for persons considered too vulnerable to travel by barge, train or 
road. IOM will either provide for transportation on commercial flights or arrange charter flights to selected 
locations. IOM will also ensure appropriate escort and medical care is provided to vulnerable persons prior to, 
during and immediately after their journey.  
 
Meanwhile, UNHCR and protection partners reported that the amendments to the Sudan Nationality Act 1994 
were finally published last week in the Official Gazette. The amendments were signed by the President on 10 
August 2011 and entered into force on that date. The effect of the legislation is that all individuals entitled to South 
Sudanese nationality automatically lose their Sudanese nationality. 
 
South Sudanese communities residing in Sudan have reported that they are facing various issues due to their 
lack of legal status. This affects their ability to sell property, obtain university degrees, travel to third countries 
(except South Sudan) and act as guarantors for release of detainees from prisons and police stations. 
 
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
Returns 
The Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) in Mukjar has reported returns in several villages in Mukjar locality, 
West Darfur, and requested urgent intervention for an estimated 2,500 people who have settled in the villages of 
Birgi, Artala, Wastani, Kubuk, Moor and Dambar. These figures are yet to be verified. According to HAC, it is 
unclear whether the returnees are seasonal or permanent. HAC has, nevertheless, appealed for support in health 
and educational services and water. UNHCR had earlier reported a substantive number of returnees in the wider 
area covering Mukjar, Bindisi, Garsila and Um Dukhun localities. An inter-agency assessment mission will be 
conducted to assess prioritised return villages.  
 
UNHCR has reported the return of some 3,400 people to the villages of Beja, Kankuli and Barada in West Darfur. 
Lack of basic services, including access to water and education, are some of the priority needs in the villages. 
Issues of land occupation and land disputes were also noted. HAC in South Darfur reports that at least 16,750 
displaced people have returned to their villages in parts of South Darfur within the voluntary return programme. 
 
Nomadic pastoralists in North Darfur call for international organisations for assistance 
According to local media, representatives of nomadic tribes in Darfur have complained that they were ignored by 
international aid organisations and that aid was being given predominantly to sedentary communities. Some 
nomad leaders claimed their population exceeds one million people and they make up approximately 60 per cent 
of the population of North Darfur. The population of Darfur is estimated to be around 7.5 million people. The 
nomads reported that they need assistance in the sectors of health, education, water, and vocational training. 
This statement was made during a workshop held in the University of El Fasher sponsored by the Centre for 
Humanitarian Dialogue.  
 
Clashes between farmers and nomads in Saraf Umra, North Darfur 
Following reports of clashes between local farmers and nomads in Tamaru village, some 25km northeast of Saraf 
Umra, North Darfur, UNAMID conducted a verification patrol to the area on 26 September. Local leaders told the 
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UNAMID team that, on 22 September, 17 members of a local peace committee comprised of representatives of 
farming and nomadic groups from various tribes in the area were attacked by a group of armed men. As reported 
to UNAMID, the attackers killed four participants and injured three persons. The police reported that they are 
following the case.  
 
Carjacking and abduction incidents in South Darfur 
According to UNDSS in South Darfur State, eight carjacking incidents have been reported in the State since the 
beginning of the year. In addition, four abductions have occurred in South Darfur, involving either national or 
international NGOs. Carjacking and abductions remain a major threat to humanitarian actors in South Darfur 
resulting in restricted movement reducing the ability to deliver humanitarian services and implement programmes. 
Currently the use of 4X4 vehicles by humanitarians is restricted unless undertaken with a security escort or when 
in a convoy of at least two vehicles. 
 
Abduction of government staff in North Darfur  
According to the North Darfur State Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) of Ministry of Health, six people 
were abducted by unknown people on 23 September on their way to Umbaro locality with polio vaccine cold 
boxes. The abductees include three staff from the State Ministry of Health, two drivers and one assistant. The 
whereabouts of the people and the vehicles remain unknown.  
 
UNAMID reports improvements in security situation 
The Tripartite Coordination Mechanism (TCM) comprising the United Nations, the African Union and the 
Government of Sudan, on the African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) held its 11th meeting 
since July 2008 on 24 September in New York. UNAMID reported that inter-tribal violence had diminished in 
recent months in Darfur and that the number of overall fatalities fell from 2,321 in 2010 to 724 thus far in 2011. 
Carjacking have been reduced due to mitigation measures by UNAMID, Government and humanitarian agencies. 
However, participants of TCM meeting expressed concern over attacks on peacekeepers and humanitarian 
personnel in Darfur, including the abduction of an international aid worker who remained in captivity. The 
participants also noted the Government’s commitment to secure his safe release and to bring the perpetrators to 
justice. 
 
Previously unreported news: Médecins du Monde (MDM) staff released 
Two national staff from the international NGO Médecins du Monde (MDM) who were arrested in February, were 
released earlier this month. The staff were accused of collaborating with the Sudan Liberation Army-Abdul Wahid 
(SLA/AW) faction in East Jebel Marra, where MDM had been operating before their expulsion in February. The 
two MDM staff were among 76 prisoners granted amnesty by the Wali of South Darfur, on 27 August, as a sign of 
goodwill from the Government in the spirit of Ramadan, Eid and reconciliation. 
 


