
Humanitarian Bulletin 
August 2011 

 

 

 
1 

This bulletin is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It is published by the 
office of OCHA-Chad and covers the period from 1 to 31 August 2011. The next report will be published 
30 September 2011. 
 

Key events 
• Drastic increase of cholera cases: over 11,000 cases (340 deaths) on 30 August 
• Polio: over 110 cases registered as of 30 August 2011 
• Some 79,744 Chadians returned as of 31 August 2011 
• Food insecurity: concerns in months to come 
• The Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) for Chad funded 52%. 

 
I. Context 

 

The cholera epidemic took a worrisome turn with 
over 2,000 cases during weeks 33 and 34 (from 15 
to 28 August). This has motivated the Humanitarian 
Coordinator to visit Massakory health district, the 
most affected by cholera, on 20 August 2011 to 
inform himself about the situation and to strengthen 
advocacy for an urgent response. On 25 August, the 
President of the Republic presided over a 
ministerial meeting on the issue of major epidemics 
such as cholera and polio. 

 

Returns of Chadians living in Libya have slowed 
down considerably throughout the month of August. 
Some 700 new migrants have returned to Chad in 
August with the help of International Organisation 
for Migrations (IOM). On 31 August 2011, about 
79,500 migrants have been repatriated since March. 
According to reports, a large number of migrants 
are blocked at Koufra due to lack of transportation. The number of Chadian migrants living in Libya 
before the crisis was estimated at about 300 000 people according to the Chadian government. 

 

The lack of rain across Chad, especially in the Sahel during June-August 2011, had negatively 
impacted the start of the 2011-2012 farming season. Consequently, the arable land has been greatly 
reduced (32 to 50%) compared to that of 2009-2010. 

The United Nations mourns anew, following the death of its workers in a car bombing of the U.N. 
compound in Abuja, Nigeria, on 26 August. The recent attack has increased fears that a local radical 
Islamist militant group inspired by the Taliban, Boko Haram, who claimed responsibility for the 
attack, may be widening its terror attacks on Western targets. On 19 August, the Islamist sect killed 
three policemen in Maiduguri, Borno State capital, close to the border with Chad, a month after a 
bomb explosion that killed two policemen and injured three soldiers. 
 
II. HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 

 
 

 NUTRITION 
The latest nutritional surveys and mortality, conducted in March 2011, showed an alarming situation in 

QUICK STATS 
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IDPs 
(Source : UNHCR) 131 000 131 000  

Returnees 
(Source : 

UNHCR/INTERSOS) 
50 000 50.000  

Refugees 
(Source : UNHCR) 332 878  332 878   

Malnutrition  130 000 130 000  
Returnees from 
Libya (Source IOM) 79 043 79 744  

CAP Funding 2011 
(Source : FTS) 47 % 52 %  
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all regions of the Sahel, as the global acute malnutrition rates were well above 10% (24.7% GAM in 
Barh El-Gazal, 20% in Kanem, 16% in Batha and 14% in Guera). Investigations are underway to 
assess the situation during the lean season in the Sahel and in the refugee camps; the preliminary 
results will be available in late September. In July, admissions of severely malnourished children in the 
centres of nutritional management were stable compared to the previous month. Trainings on the new 
protocol for management of malnutrition are underway in the Kanem and Ouaddai. 
 

FOOD SECURITY 
The lack of rain raised fears of crop failure 
The scarcity of rainfall across Chad and mainly in the Sahel during June-August 2011, had a negative 
impact on the start of the 2011-2012 crop year according to OCHA’s mission lately in the Sahel 
regions, confirmed by local sources. As a result, the planted surface has decreased significantly 
compared to those recorded in 2009-2010 for food crops and cereals (respectively -50% and -32%). 
Food prices have increased slightly in the general Sudanese and Sahel regions due to low food stocks. 
The situation could worsen if the rains do not improve in September and October. If so, poor harvests 
are expected, an increase of cereal prices, a likely increase in the mortality rate of livestock and the 
increased vulnerability of the poorest households. However, no changes were recorded in regard to the 
high rates of GAM in the Sahel. 
 
WFP and UNICEF have started on 16 August, a nutritional SMART survey (Standardized Monitoring 
and Assessment of Relief and Transition) in the Sahel, including an analysis of infant mortality and 
arm circumference (MUAC). 
 
A joint mission of the Standing Committee on Inter-State Fight against Drought in the Sahel (CILSS), 
WFP, FEWS-NET and FAO, was carried out in the first week of August to assess the current 
functioning of markets, the outlook and impact on food security. 
 

HEALTH 
Cholera  
An outbreak has been observed since late July and remains the main concern for humanitarian actors 
and the Government of Chad in August. At week 34 (from 22 to 28 August 2011), 1012 cases have 
been reported including 31 deaths, compared to 1110 cases with 21 deaths the previous week, bringing 
the total number of cases to 11,345 including 340 deaths. If this trend of about 1,000 cases per week 
continues, almost 10,000 more cases will be recorded by the end of October. This would bring the total 
number of cases to about 20,000 and the epidemic would then be the worst epidemic that Chad has 
ever experienced. A cross-border meeting between humanitarian actors and governments 
representatives from Cameroon, Niger and Chad will be held in mid-September 2011 to stop cross-
border s infections. 
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Polio  
Despite the National Immunization Campaigns (JNVs) held regularly (the last from 29 to 31 July), the 
number of cases continues to rise across the country. The 100 cases threshold was reached since 17 
August and as of 30 August, 114 cases were reported.  
 
Reproductive Health 
Activities of training for peer educators (50) and midwives (30) were held in the Gaga refugee camp 
and the town of Abeche. These workshops were organized in partnership with ASTBEF, the Regional 
Health Delegation of Ouaddaï and UNFPA. The objective of this training was to develop effective 
teams in camps for refugees and host communities and to increase people's access to reproductive 
health care. Four teams conducted the training which took place respectively from 3 to 5 August 2011 
and from 22 to 24 August 2011. Midwives were trained on monitoring and informing pregnant women 
on health facilities and peer educators (adolescents, youth) trained on reproductive health care and 
STI/HIV / AIDS available to them. The targeted population included refugees and host communities.  
 
Some 24 officers of the Ministry of Public Health have been trained in the management of 
Reproductive Health products and materials in Bakara near N'Djamena. The objective of the workshop 
was to strengthen the capacity of health personnel in the country in terms of management of 
Reproductive Health products and materials for more effective product security. The training was 
organized by the Directorate of Reproductive Health and Immunization in partnership with UNFPA. 
 

PROTECTION  
Violation of the civilian character of camps 
UNHCR expressed concern about the non respect of civilian and humanitarian character of camps in 
southern and eastern Chad, particularly those in Oure Cassoni and Farchana. Despite the many 
campaigns and arrests, these types of incidents continue to be reported, especially in Gore. 
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Relocation  
Some 115 refugees from CAR have received support from the UNHCR for resettlement in the United 
States during the month of July/August. 
 
Return of IDPs 
In the department of Assoungha, UNHCR has facilitated the transfer of 4280 displaced persons (some 
763 families) from the site of Arkoum to Borota and Hill Ket by providing transport. In addition, 
UNHCR has provided a kit including blankets, sleeping mats and tarpaulins. In the Dar Sila region, 71 
households with 474 persons have returned spontaneously in the villages of Djimeze, Abguicheraï and 
Marena. 
 
Ratification of the Kampala Convention on IDPs by Chad 
On 2 August the government of Chad has ratified the Kampala Convention and will deposit the 
instruments of ratification with the African Union (AU). To date, 32 AU member States have already 
signed the Convention, but only 13 states, including Chad, have ratified it. Pursuant to Article 16 of 
the Convention, its enforcement is subject to the deposit of instruments of ratification or accession 
with the Chairperson of the AU Commission by 15 member states. 
 
Returns of Chadians from Libya 
Some 79,744 migrants have returned to Chad from Libya as of 31 August 2011. IOM continues to 
provide assistance to migrants in terms of transportation, food assistance, access to water and health, to 
some extent. However, gaps still exist in remote corners such as Ounianga Kebir and Mourdi where 
access to food and health is a concern, especially for women and children who constitute a large 
segment of the repatriated migrants there. 
 

 
Migrants queuing for onward transportation to final destinations ©IOM 
The IOM registration database has been comprehensively reviewed and all data collected and evaluated. To this 
end and in‐depth verification exercise was undertaken. The data has been adjusted accordingly. 
 
Recent reports of outbreaks of cholera in parts of Chad are currently being evaluated with respect to 
the impact of the epidemic on the operations of the IOM. The IOM medical staff is closely monitoring 
the situation and campaigns, training and awareness among its staff and the returning population is 
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being offered. Hygiene and sanitation in the transit centers and way stations are currently a priority for 
IOM. 
 
GBV  
The National Network of Volunteers in eastern Chad (RENAVET) in partnership with the Regional 
Delegation for Social Action and UNFPA has organized a series of trainings on women´s rights, 
prevention and response to GBV. Trainers were trained and community and religious leaders as well as 
local authorities participated. A total of 20 trainers and 100 community leaders were trained. The 
objective was to establish a platform for advocacy on violence based on gender. 
 
IV. COORDINATIONß 
Signature of Financing Agreement for the DIS 
UNDP has signed 9 August 2011, at the National Coordination of Humanitarian Activities and Support 
for the Integrated Security Detachment (CONSAHDIS), a Financing Agreement with the European 
Union for support to the Integrated Security Detachment (DIS). The contribution of the European 
Union, subject of the agreement, is $ 5 million for mobility, equipment and training of the DIS. 
 
Immediate funding from the UN Peace-building Fund, in the amount of 2,700,000 dollars, has started 
the implementation of the program since it was signed. The U.S. Government had also paid directly to 
UNHCR a total of $ 2 million in the Joint Programme. The overall budget of the DIS is 20 million 
U.S. dollars. 
 
According to the Humanitarian Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative, Thomas Gurtner, the 
U.S. government will provide new funding of $ 1.132 million dollars to support the operation and 
equipment of CONSAHDIS and training of its staff. The fund will also enable the acquisition of 
additional equipment for the DIS. 
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator welcomed the payment, by the Government of Chad, of part of its 
commitments, in the amount of 400 million CFA francs for the payment of premiums for the elements 
of DIS, while hoping that the remaining funds will be paid as soon as possible. 
 
V. RESOURCE MOBILIZATION 
The consolidated humanitarian appeal for Chad (CAP: U.S. $ 
525 million) is financed at 52%. Approximately 271 million 
has been mobilized as of August 31, 2011. The sector of early 
recovery has not yet received any funding even though 
extremely important now in a possible transition phase. In addition, some sectors such as protection 
and education remain poorly funded. 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of contributions in cash 
and in kind by writing to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
To have your e-mail address added or removed from the Sitrep mailing list, please write to: djimetsou@un.org  
OCHA-Chad web link: http://ochaonline.un.org/chad  

525 millions 
requested (US$) 

52% 
funded 

Contacts:  
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Chad (+235) 66 20 15 17 email: kollies@un.org 
Augustin Zusanné, Public Information Assistant, OCHA Tchad  Tel. (+235) 63 90 09 13, email: zusanne@un.org  
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