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FSNWG MONTHLY SNAPSHOT: Food & Nutrition Security Situation (As of November 2016)

An estimated 29 million people in the Greater 
Horn of Africa (GHA) region are under crisis 
and emergency food insecurity levels and are 
in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. This 
represents an increase of 18 per cent food 
insecure population compared to the same 
period last year. The region is seeing some 
short-term improvements following seasonal 
harvests particularly in the northern sector of 
the GHA due to above normal rainfall condi-
tions. However, food security is expected to 
deteriorate in areas affected by insecurity 
(Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, and Burundi), 
and areas affected by below average rain and 
consecutive poor seasons (Somalia, 
south-eastern and coastal Kenya, south-east-
ern pastoral areas of Ethiopia, and parts of 
Karamoja region in northern Uganda). South 
Sudan and Somalia are of biggest concern due 
to a convergence of increasing insecurity and 
food insecurity. The FSNWG recommends 
stepping up of humanitarian assistance and 
basic livelihoods support to boost food and 
nutrition security of at-risk people and 
enhance livelihoods of the most affected 
households until the June/July 2017 harvests.

Dryer than average conditions persisted in 
most areas of the equatorial sector of the GHA 
until September 2016 resulting into pockets of 
crop failures, deterioration of pasture and 
browse conditions and depletion of water 
resources within most agricultural, pastoral 
and agro-pastoral communities. In addition, 
the October-December rainfall signi�cantly 
delayed and is anticipated to perform poorly
consistent with the GHACOF44 outlook 
leading to poor prospects for agricultural
production. The drivers of the current 
(Oct-Dec 2016) season, i.e. La Nina and a
negative Indian Ocean Dipole are expected to 
also negatively impact the March-May 2017 
rains which will potentially exacerbate food 
insecurity further in the coming months. Areas 
of concern include the entire eastern half of 
the GHA region as well as other localized areas 
of the equatorial sector.
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Malnutrition in the region continues to be of high concern due to heightened food insecurity 
and insecurity. Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan are of particular 
concern, due to high malnutrition prevalence and/or limited funding.

Refugee movements have continued due to continued insecurity, compounded with food insecu-
rity and a deterioration of the nutrition situation, in particular to South Sudan. In 2016, the total 
number of refugees in the region increased by 16 percent, to a total of 3.85 million refugees. 
Funding shortages at the global level combined with drought and El Nino impacts prevented the 
provision of adequate food supplies to refugees, and have led to serious ration cuts among 
refugee sites (30% in Dadaab and South Sudan, 20% in Ethiopia and 50% for the old refugee 
caseload in Uganda). GAM and SAM rates among refugees are very high: among those screened 
at entry points in different countries GAM is reportedly as high as 50% in some cases, and SAM
up to 19%.

• In Burundi mass screening of children under �ve indicated a rapid deterioration in Kirundu, 
where SAM prevalence levels exceed emergency threshold (>2%).
• Although the estimated number of children that require treatment for severe acute malnutri-
tion (SAM) in Ethiopia decreased from 458,000 to 420,000 and those in need of treatment for 
moderate acute malnutrition from 2.5 million to 2.36 million, support remains critical to avoid 
increased morbidity and mortality.
• Kenya saw overall caseloads of acutely malnourished children increase by 19 per cent to 
337,300 compared to 266,100 six months ago. Malnutrition admissions for the period Jan-Aug 
2016 have increased by 28% in the ASAL countries compared to the same period last year. 
Turkana, Mandera, East Pokot (Baringo county) and Laisamis (Marsabit county) currently have 
high GAM rates of between 15 and 30 per cent.
• In Somalia the post Gu assessment indicated critical nutrition levels in 6 out of the 12 IDP 
camps surveyed. GAM prevalence is above the critical threshold (15%) in 14 out of 28 rural and 
displaced population groups surveyed. SAM is critical (4.0-5.6%) in seven out of 28 rural and 
displaced population groups surveyed.
• In South Sudan, half of the country has GAM rates above emergency threshold (> 15%), with 

KEY REFUGEE NUTRITION FIGURES6

6 in 10 refugee sites over
40% anaemia prevalence among
children aged 6-59 months

1 in 4 refugee sites have GAM
prevalence above emergency
threshold of 15%

1 in 4 refugee sites have over
40% stunting prevalence
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highest GAM rates in Unity (26.2%) and Northern Bahr el Ghazal (33.3%). The overall caseload for 
severe acute malnutrition is anticipated to be 360,000 children in 2016, an increase of 50% from 
the originally estimated 237,500 children.
• Sudan saw an earlier and higher peak in admissions of children with SAM during the lean season 
compared to previous years, including a 50 per cent increase in West Darfur State in June/July 
compared to the same period in 2015. While admissions are anticipated to reduce due to recent 
favorable rainfall, acute malnutrition prevalence remains above critical levels (2013 S3M survey) in 
most states.

Sources: 5 UNICEF, 6 UNHCR, 7 FTS
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