
 

HOTSPOT:  

CAR (Conflict, Displacement) FAO/WFP  
Concern grows as impacts of continuing political/military conflict 
undermines factors of food security and nutrition   

WATCH: 

DRC/Uganda (Displacement) UNHCR 
60.000 refugees crossed into western Uganda from eastern DRC July 12 
to 14

th
, 2013 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW  

Approximately 16 million people in the region are currently classified in IPC Crisis or Emergency Phases which is 
a reduction from this time last year. UNHCR reports approximately 1.8 million registered refugees and asylum 
seekers in the region. 

Ethiopia: May to June rain was reported to have been average in most parts of the country. Staple food prices 
were seasonally high compared to last year and the five year trend. Belg production affected by poor rains in 
north-eastern Amhara & Tigray.  Concerns of deteriorating food security conditions in Hararghe and Bale.  
(FEWSNET WFP) 

Rwanda: Food security conditions stable over last 3 years.  The quality and quantity of food consumed by 
approximately a quarter of the population is poor to borderline (WFP).  Western Province has highest 
proportion of food insecure households most of whom cultivate small plots of land (<0.5 ha) and have few 
opportunities to diversify their incomes. (WFP)   

Somalia: Gu rains have been relatively good.  Market prices are stable and terms of trade for poor households 
is favourable. Gu harvest may be below normal but demand for agricultural labour is reported to be good. 
Good livestock sales are anticipated for the Haj season (October).  There are reports of localised food insecurity 
(Hiraan-flooding; Sool-poor pasture). (FSNAU) 

South Sudan: Mixed rainfall performance is a concern in parts of BEG, Warrap. Cereal prices are high but lower 
than 2012.  Insecurity is affecting food security in parts of Jonglei, Pibor & Pochalla. As in Sudan, concerns exist 
over impacts of cessation of the Implementation Matrix (LAF) 

Sudan: Food security conditions are generally good except in SPLM-N-controlled areas of Blue Nile, South 
Kordofan/Abyei.  Average harvests are anticipated. Concerns exist over impacts of the cessation of the 
Implementation Matrix with South Sudan on government revenue, livestock migration, labour, and trade 

(FEWSNET) 

Uganda: Stable food security conditions expected to continue. Concerns of deteriorating conditions in parts of 

Karamoja.  West Nile and Acholi are expected to be classified in IPC Phase 2 (Stressed) (TWG) 

 

 

  

UPDATE 
July 2013 

KEY MESSAGES ON CURRENT FOOD SECURITY & NUTRITION CONDITIONS  

 Good food security outcomes across the region which are expected to improve with the start of harvest 
across much of the region. 

 Nutrition conditions stable but with high levels of acute and chronic malnutrition. 

 Prices of staple grains in the region are either stable or declining. 

 June to September rains expected to be average to below average for most of the region. 

http://www.unhcr.org/51e90e076.html
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Ethiopia_FSOU_06_2013.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Somalia_SR_FSNAU_Food_Security_and_Nutrition_Brief_06_20_2013.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/SD_FSOU_2013_06.pdf


WORKING DIFFERENTLY WORKSHOP BRIEF   

The Working Differently Workshop, hosted by FSNWG and Inter-Agency Working Group, gave an opportunity to 

approximately 100 participants to identify, what working differently means in practise.  They are leading efforts 

in their own agencies efforts to design different and better programming.  IAWG and FSNWG will summarise 

issues and different programming which were prioritised by participants to give broader audience to these 

changing perspectives of what can and should be done.  

For example, given increasingly diverse rural livelihoods and aspirations, programmes must align to the 

increasingly diverse opportunities.  In these changing contexts, programming appropriate even 10 years ago, 

may no longer be relevant.  Programmes that help youth become educated and employed are much more 

relevant than in the past.  Opportunities for young women are transforming as never before.  Programmes need 

to reconsider if they lock women in their traditional roles or if they are designed to enable transformation.  

Programmes may have emphasised crop or livestock production in the past but now micro-finance, small-scale 

entrepreneurship new technology like mobile money or internet may be more forward looking. 

Through surge responses, we can plan for slow onset emergencies with scalable, early action that are built on 

basic services.  These approaches were used in the nutrition and education sectors in 2011.  Could surge 

approaches help rural people to access urban labour opportunities during crises?  Could they be used to 

increase access remittances during crises? 

Changing how we work (not just what we do) is equally important.  Traditional, isolated rural communities are 

increasingly characterised by young, cell phone toting, internet accessing individuals.  Processes of 

decentralisation are putting power and resources into government in these rural areas.  To remain relevant to 

this transforming rural world, how we work – what we do and how we do it must also change.   

On August 15 
the FSNWG will 
look at The 
Future of 
Agriculture:  
Who are 
tomorrow’s 
farmers? 

    
Presentations & Documents from July 

2013 meeting 

About FSNWG: 
The Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) is a regional multi-sectoral inter-agency platform for sharing information, building food security, consensual situation analysis, promoting mitigation and resilience 
responses for vulnerable households, monitoring cross border market information, and bringing a very broad number of stakeholders together for advocacy and response. It is co-chaired by IGAD and FAO and covers 13 
countries: Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. For further information visit 
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg or email: fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

 

FSNWG 2013 

August 15 

September 19 

October 17 

November 21 

December 12 

 

 
 

NUTRITION INDICATORS FOR LIVESTOCK PROGRAMMES 

The FSNWG Nutrition subgroup suggested nutrition indicators for 

livestock production programmes.  For example: 

 For programmes seeking to increase milk or meat, is there 

evidence of more milk or meat being consumed in the home? 

 For programmes seeking to increase household income through 

livestock, is any of the increased money being used to buy 

nutritious foods? 

 For all programmes, are they increasing or decreasing the time 

mothers can spend with their small children?  

URBAN PASTORALISTS AND THE GOAT TRADE (PRESENTATION BY ICPALD) 

“We take goat raising for granted but it is a real opportunity for our rural 

economies.”  

Goat and sheep keeping around urban centres in the arid lands is often 

associated with pastoralist dropouts and failure. We must drop the term 

drop out and begin to understand the opportunities urban centres offer for 

pastoralist households. Small ruminants (sheep and goats) are accessible 

sources of cash that help to meet expenditures such as school or hospital 

fees. Small herds can also be reared by women, living in settled or peri-urban 

areas.   

Collectively, small ruminant herders represent a large, dynamic and growing 

sector of the livestock trade. Individuals or groups of herders working 

together can sell their animals in lots directly into national, regional or 

international markets.  Some are being raised to be sold into the Middle 

Eastern markets or the haj market of Saudi Arabia.  Others are raised to be 

sold during Eid or Christmas when demand and prices are at their peak.  As 

well, there are local markets for small-scale, regular, local sales to 

universities, schools, hotels and restaurants.    

Livestock keeping systems are evolving to meet demands of the different 

markets.  Extensive systems are being complemented by feed supplements 

or even replaced by paddock systems on private land.  Herders also invest in 

animal health services where they feel it adds value or is demanded by 

buyers.  

Demand for small ruminants, raised in peri urban areas, is likely to grow as 

road infrastructure improves and national incomes increase.  The small 

ruminant business, which is dynamic and evolving, is a real opportunity for 

pastoralists in settled or urban areas. Capitalising on that growth will require 

livestock friendly towns to balance competing demands for land and natural 

resources and to ensure enabling market mechanisms are in place.  

Dr Adan Bika, Livestock Expert, IGAD Centre for Pastoral Areas and Livestock 

Development (ICPALD) and a Borana from Isiolo, Kenya (adan.bika@igad.int)  

 

Dr. Adan Bika, ICPALD adan.bika@igad.int   

 

(Contact: diego.fernandez@wfp.org) 

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/fileadmin/user_upload/drought/docs/1_1%20%20FSNWG%20Situation%20Analysis%20%20Outlook%20July%2020130718.pdf
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg/events/detail/en/c/168965/
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg/events/detail/en/c/168965/
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/fileadmin/user_upload/drought/docs/1_1%20%20FSNWG%20Situation%20Analysis%20%20Outlook%20July%2020130718.pdf
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/fileadmin/user_upload/drought/docs/2%20ICPALD%20Small%20Ruminants%20for%20Settled%20or%20Peri%20Urban%20Households.pdf
mailto:adan.bika@igad.int
mailto:adan.bika@igad.int
mailto:karimi.gitonga@savethechildren.org

