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Fiji leads UN climate change meeting 
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Phone: (+679) 3309 645  Fax: (+679) 3309 644
Email: kumar.mahend@gmail.com
Website: www.climate-change-fiji.gov.fj 

ThE fortieth (40th) session of the UNFCCC 
Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) 
and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technological Advice (SBSTA), as well as 
the Ad hoc Working Group on the Durban 
Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP) was 
recently concluded in Bonn in June.

Fiji was represented at this meeting by 
Director of Climate Change, Dr. Mahendra 
Kumar;  Director of Disaster Management 
Office, Mr. Manasa Tagicakibau; 
Conservator of Forests, Mr. Samuela 
Lagataki; Deputy Conservator, Mr. Eliki 
Senivasa and Mr. Manasa Katonivualiku 
and Ms. Joeteshna Zenos from the Climate 
Change Division,  MFAIC.

In another first for Fiji, the Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation (MFAIC) 
took up the vital role as Chair for the 
Subsidiary Body of Implementation (SBI) 
for the UNFCCC for a term of 2 years. The 
SBI is charged with implementation of 
work under the UNFCCC.

The meeting brought together 

approximately 2790 participants, 1689 
representing parties and observer states, 
1068 from observer  organisations, 
including non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), and 37 media organisations. 

Ambitious targets required to 
reduce emissions
The Bonn Climate Change Conference 
marked the first time in UNFCCC 
history with high-level ministerial events 
convened outside of the Conference of 
the Parties (COP) and the COP serving 
as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol (CMP). The purpose of these two 
high levels ministerial was twofold:   to 
assess implementation of the Protocol and 
provide ministers with an opportunity to 
increase their quantified emission limitation 
and reduction commitments (QELRCs) 
and to raise pre-2020 ambition and 
provide momentum for negotiations on the 
2015 agreement. The Ministers provided 
guidance, confidence and further impetus 
for governments working on their national 
contributions to the new, universal climate 

change agreement in Paris in 2015.

“An increasing number of governments 
spoke of the growing understanding that 
Paris 2015 needs to be a turning point 
where decisive and defining pathways are 
put in place towards not only a low carbon 
but ultimately carbon neutral world,” said 
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary 
of the UNFCCC.

The Paris COP is expected to make a 
decision on a successor agreement that 
will be the basis of a comprehensive 
global response to climate change and will 
address reduction of greenhouse gases 
(mitigation), adaptation and the necessary 
support to countries to make this possible. 
Countries are being urged to take bold 
measures and ambitious targets to reduce 
emissions and ensure that the temperature 
rise remains below 2 degrees Celsius.  
Business as usual will lead to temperatures 
rises that will lead to damaging and 
irreversible impacts on life and ecosystems 
with devastating consequences.

Durban Forum on Capacity Building (l-r); UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres; SBI Chair Amena Yauvoli; Koko 
Warner, United Nations University; and Co – Facilitator Ian Fry, Tuvalu. Photo:International Institute for Sustainable Development
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Strengthening climate change 
coordination in Fiji

FIJI is currently undergoing institutional 
reviews to ensure sustainable economic 
and social development. Climate 
change has been identified as a 
challenge to sustainable development 
having critical impacts on key areas 
such as agriculture, land use, forestry, 
fisheries and water. Efforts have been 
put into incorporating climate change 
and environmental strategies into 
national policies and plans. The National 
Climate Change Policy (NCCP) provides 
guidelines for sectors to ensure that 
current and expected impacts of climate 
change are considered in their planning 
and implementation programmes. 
The Climate Change Division (CCD) 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation (MFAIC) is the 
coordinating agency for climate change 
activities in the country. 

Currently there is a Cabinet endorsed 
body that serves as the main platform 
for information sharing,   providing 
direction and guidance to the CCD on 
climate change related matters. The 
National Climate Change Coordination 
Committee (NCCC), comprises of 
Permanent Secretaries of ministries 
that implement climate change related 
projects and programs in the country. It 
is chaired by the Permanent Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, Mr. Amena Yauvoli, and 
meets quarterly.  

This year’s first meeting saw the 
attendance and representation of 

Ministries such as Rural and Maritime 
Development and National Disaster 
Management Office (MRMNDMO), 
Prime Minister’s Office, Local 
Government Urban Development 
Housing and Environment (LGUDHE), 
iTaukei  Affairs, Finance, Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forests, Information, 
Strategic Planning and National 
Development, Tourism, and Works 
and Public Utilities. In his welcoming 
remarks, Mr. Yauvoli stated that “there 
is still a great need for the NCCCC 
to increase coherence so that the 
objectives, goals and policies of 
its members are aligned”. There 
were intense   discussions on the 
current Climate Public Expenditure 
and Institutional Review (CPEIR) as 
presented by the CPEIR review team, 
the progress of the REDD+ (Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation and the role of forest 
conservation, sustainable management 
of forests and enhancement of forest 
carbon stocks), Nationally Appropriate 
Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) & Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs), the 
Green Growth Framework , climate 
financing and non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) stakeholder 
engagement.

There were updates from CCD on 
the progress of the implementation 
of the NCCP. The NCCCC was also 
informed of the mid-term stock take of 
the NCCP. Elaborating on the need for 

a stock take Dr. Kumar said that the 
stock take of the NCCP should provide 
direction for future implementation of 
the NCCP and members should make 
candid assessment of any barriers 
to the effective implementation and 
coordination and their proposals for 
greater effectiveness. 

NGO important partner 

Following the NCCCC meeting, the 
CCD hosted a NGO Dialogue to discuss 
future arrangements and engagements. 
It was an opportunity for government 
to acknowledge the effort of the NGO 
community in furthering climate change 
(CC) activities in the country and to 
reiterate that government is eager to 
foster a working relation that is non-
intrusive, innovative and progressive.  
The CCD invited the organisations to 
continue their work in support of CC 
activities and stressed that the CCD 
will benefit from information sharing 
with NGOs. It will enhance the quality 
of guidelines such as for  relocation, 
finance, protocol and  communication 
strategy that the CCD is currently 
working on. 

The meeting concluded in optimism 
about the relationship between 
government and NGOs and with plans 
of continued strategic engagement 
to serve vulnerable communities and 
boost the confidence of donor and 
development partners in our country.

Climate change stakeholders consultation 
on future partnership engagements
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El Niño Event 
Predicted for Fiji

Relocating Waciwaci Primary School

A team of government officials and 
Fiji Military Officers were deployed to 
Waciwaci, Lakeba in Lau to conduct 
assessments on the proposed site for the 
relocation of Waciwaci Promary School.  
Waciwaci District School is located on 
the East of Tubou, Lakeba Island and 
with a roll of 60 students inclusive of Early 
Childhood Education (ECE) students and 
5 teachers. Children from neighboring 
villages (both from Waciwaci i and Waitabu 
village) attend the school.   . 

The 8 member team comprised of 
representatives from the Commissioner 
Eastern’s office, RFMF Engineers, 
Ministry of Education, Mineral Resources 
Department, Department of Environment, 
and the Climate Change Division of 
the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation.

Waciwaci District School experiences 
flooding due to high tide almost 4 to 6 
times in a school term .One out of two of 
the school staff quarters will be rendered 
inhabitable as it is within a few meters 
of the encroaching shoreline. Periodical 
flooding and water logging of the school 
compound due to frequent and intense 
rainfall combined with the inundation of 
sea water during extreme events and the 
resulting land degradation has made it 
challenging for teachers to carry out their 
duties in  a conducive and safe learning 
environment. Originally the school and the 
drainage was built to cope with normal 
weather extremes but when super-
imposed on a changing climate these 
extremes are beyond the coping range of 
not only Waciwaci District School but most 
local communities in Fiji. 

For this reason the Commissioner 
Eastern’s office requested a thorough 
climate impacts assessment by relevant 
government agencies to assess the 

degree of vulnerability of the school and 
the feasibility of the proposed site.  It was 
imperative that vulnerability assessments 
and adaptation initiatives for the school 
community take on an integrated 
approach to facilitate better planning and 
development.  The week-long assessment, 
ascertained that the school had a 
high vulnerability to impacts of climate 

DURING March, April and May 2014, 
there was significant warming of the 
tropical Pacific Ocean, which primed 
the climate system favourable for an El 
Niño in 2014. 
The term El Niño was given to a local 
warming of the ocean near the Peruvian 
coast in South America that appears 
around Christmas. Scientists refer to 
an El Niño event as sustained warming 
over a large part of central and eastern 
equatorial Pacific Ocean. This warming 
is usually accompanied by persistent 
negative values of Southern Oscillation 
Index (SOI), a decrease in the strength 
or reversal of the trade winds and a 
reduction in rainfall over most of Fiji (not 
immediate effect as there is a lag period) 
which can, especially during moderate 
to strong events, lead to drought.

Updated Reports from the Fiji 
Meteorological Services state that the 
tropical equatorial Pacific Ocean have 
cooled in recent weeks, indicating a 
slowing down in the development of an 
El Niño in the Pacific. Despite this, an El 
Niño is still likely to develop during this 

change and the best adaptation option 
was to relocate. The relocation project 
will undergo an extensive and inclusive 
consultation process with relevant 
agencies to ensure that proper planning 
and good climate proofing infrastructures 
are in place and support is provided for 
the local communities to maintain the new 
site.

half of the year with a weaker strength 
than what looked possible a month ago. 
The probability for El Niño developing 
over the July to September 2014 period 
is about 70%, increasing to 80%, into 
October to December 2014 timeframe.

El Nino impacts on agriculture 
Within the global economy, El Niño is 
most consequential to farmers, not only 
in terms of their output but also their 
planting decisions. Sugar is one of the 
commodities whose markets are typically 
most disrupted. Using the 3-month 
Standardised Precipitation Index (SPI) 
method of drought monitoring and for 
stations within the sugarcane growing 
areas, Dobuilevu, Lautoka Mill, Nadi 
Airport and Labasa Airport are under 
meteorological drought, while Dreketi, 
Seaqaqa, Penang Mill and Rarawai Mill 
are at warning stage for meteorological 
drought. The Fiji Meteorological Services  
states that  generally normal to below 
normal rainfall is predicted for most of 
the sugar cane growing areas over the 
August to October 2014 period and 
November 2014 to January 2015 period.

Assessment being undertaken 
at new relocation siteWaciwaci Primary School
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Enhancing regional climate change data management 
ThE Pacific iCLIM Project is a partnership 
project between Griffith University and 
SPREP and funded by the Australian 
Government Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT).  The goal of the Pacific 
iCLIM project is to enable better climate 
change resilience and adaptation planning 
in the Pacific region, by improving the 
ability of regional bodies and governments 
to discover, store, access and utilize 
climate change information and data. 

Griffith University with SPREP hosted 
a two-day’ workshop followed by a 1 
day symposium on the Pacific iCLIM 
Project from 28th-30th of April, 2014 in 
Brisbane Australia.  Over 30 participants  
from Fiji, Tonga, Vanuatu and partner 
regional organisations participated in the 
workshop.  Fiji was represented by Talei 
Kocovanua of the Climate Change Division 
(CCD). The purpose of the inception 
workshop was to provide both regional 
and national stakeholders working in 
climate change resilience and adaptation 

planning with an overview of the Pacific 
iCLIM project and an opportunity to 
comment on the project implementation 
plan. Participants shared background 
information on  climate change information 
management activities being carried out in 
their countries.

According to Ms Kocovanua, the sessions 
were organised into small breakout 
groups to allow a focused discussion on 
specific priority areas in which the Pacific 
iCLIM project could provide support. 
For the CCD the list included information 
management training and awareness 

training for stakeholders on good 
information management practices.

The project commenced on 1st March 
2014 and will run for 28 months. The CCD 
has already undergone a first series of 
consultations to draft a work plan and is 
looking forward to finalising it and starting 
work in the coming months.

A side-event on iCLIM involving the 
pilot countries: Fiji, Tonga and Vanuatu 
is being planned on the margins of the 
SIDS conference to be held in Apia in 
September.
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During the session, UNFCCC reported that 
only 10 out of the required 144 ratifications 
of the Doha Amendment have been 
received. Overall emissions by annex 
B parties to the KP with commitments 
under the first commitment period were 
22.6% below base year in 2012. Ms. 
Figueres said the ratification of a further 
133 countries, needed to ensure that the 
second commitment period of the Kyoto 
Protocol enters into force, remains a 
necessary and additional element of trust 
that developed countries are taking the 
lead in global mitigation efforts.

For the Fijian delegates, this was an 
opportunity to gauge the status of the 
negotiations and start the formidable but 
exciting task of formulating Fiji’s country 
positions for Paris 2015. Members followed 
discussions on a range of issues including 
climate financing, adaptation, technology 
transfer, capacity building, REDD +, CDM, 
Loss and Damage, NAMAs, National 
Communications, Kyoto mechanisms etc. 
Whilst the discussions on these and other 
items were the usual agenda for mid-year 
SB session, the major attention was on the 
work of the ADP. 

Fiji hopes to contribute actively and 
strategically to the process, leading to 
the Paris COP which is expected to make 
a decision on a new agreement. This is 
the most important aspect of the current 
climate negotiations as the result will have 
a tremendous bearing on the resolve of the 
international community to deal with the 
climate crisis.

From page 1

Fiji leads UN climate 
change meeting 

A picture-based toolkit on climate 
change was launched in Suva, Fiji on 
Thursday 5 June 2014. The Fiji Ministry of 
Education, National Heritage, Culture and 
Arts and the Climate Change Division 
together with climate change focal points 
of the Governments of Kiribati, Samoa, 
Tonga and Vanuatu helped launched this 
exciting education resource. 

‘Learning about climate change 
the Pacific way’ toolkit promotes an 
engaging approach for the delivery 
of key messages on climate change 
science to young learners. It introduces 
Pasifika as an imaginary island that 
is nowhere but everywhere. The 
visual guide consists of 16 illustrated 
pictures showing the water cycle, 
Pacific and global climate, causes of 
climate change, interrelationships, the 
changing climate of five Pacific island 
countries and mitigation and adaptation 
in gardening, forestry, fishing and in a 
town. Teacher guides accompany the 
visual guide. 

Ms Alumeci Tuisawau, Director of 
Technology Employment Skills Training 
(TEST), Fiji Ministry of Education, 
National Heritage, Culture and Arts said, 
“the resource is very timely as we just 
had national consultations on the revised 
syllabi with climate change and disaster 
risk management integrated content. 
The education resource was developed 
based on school needs and reviewed by 
national stakeholders with expertise on 
climate change impacts and adaptation 
in Fiji.” Climate Change Education is 
a curriculum perspective in the Fiji 
National Curriculum Framework (2014).

This development goes in line with 
Objective 4 of the Fiji National Climate 
Change Policy (2012) on Education 
and Training to integrate climate 
change in school curricula and develop 
appropriate educational materials and 
learning tools on climate change to 
allow and encourage individuals to 
understand climate change, and to take 
action on mitigation and adaptation. 

Picture-based toolkit to support 
climate change education



SOCIAL considerations’, including gender, are 
a key part of what might make us vulnerable 
to climate change and we therefore need to 
consider them when designing appropriate 
adaptation responses.  

This was a common theme discussed by a 
diverse group of gender experts and climate 
change practitioners from around the Pacific 
region at a Gender and Climate Change 
Training of Trainers (ToT) held from 5-7 June 
in Suva.  

The ToT enabled the participants to learn 
how to use the Pacific Gender and Climate 
Change Toolkit (PGCCT), as well as, practice 
and strategise ways to enhance and apply 
their gender analysis skills to climate change 
initiatives in the region. 

A first in a series of trainings on gender 
and climate change, the ToT workshop had 
representatives from the Soqosoqo Vaka 
Marama, Pacific Disability Forum (PDF), 
Pacific Youth Council (PYC), and National 
Government Women’s Ministries from the 
Cook Islands, Kiribati, Vanuatu, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, and Tuvalu.

The PGCCT provides specific guidelines 
and tools for climate change practitioners 
in the region to support them in integrating 
gender considerations into the programming, 
design, implementation, and monitoring and 
evaluation of climate change projects.

 “The ToT allows those of us with little 
climate change training experience to 
build our capacity as gender practitioners 
and understand how climate change can 
impact the lives of communities in the 
Pacific region,” Gender Information Officer 
at Ministry of Social Welfare, Women and 
Poverty Alleviation and a participant at the 
workshop, Ms Seraseini Vulavou said. 

“It is also a platform for discussions on 
how we can identify the roles we need to 
play for the betterment of our communities 
and country through the formulation of 
action plans within the organizations we 
work with,” she added.

Ms Vulavou further emphasised the 
importance of the training as it explains, 

CommUNITy ProFIlEStrengthening partnerships
on gender and climate change 

Understanding 
the change

“the role that women and men play during 
and after disasters, and how policy and 
decision makers need to always take into 
account gender considerations when 
formulating policies and action plans at 
communal, national and regional levels.”

The toolkit is a collaborative effort between 
the Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
(SPC), the South Pacific Regional Environ-
ment Programme (SPREP), the United Nations 
Development Fund (UNDP), UN Women and 
GIZ, launched in October 2013.

Many participants from the ToT went on 
to be part of an inaugural meeting on 
“Pacific Partnerships to Strengthen Gender, 
Climate Change Response and Sustainable 
Development” from 9-13 June in Nadi, 
which focused on developing partnerships 
among diverse organisations to strengthen 
contributions to sustainable development of 
the Pacific region.

Key issues that were highlighted and 
discussed at that meeting included the need 
to increase research and documentation 
of women’s experiences from the impacts 
of climate change efforts and women’s 
contributions during rehabilitation work 
following disasters. 

Meanwhile, a further ToT for 16 climate 
change and disaster risk management 
practitioners from SPC, SPREP, UNDP and 
GIZ was held from 16-18 June. 

Participants from this ToT immediately got to 
put their skills into practice by running a two-
day introductory training course on Gender 
and Climate Change attended by around 32 
staff members from SPC, Foundation for the 
Peoples of the South Pacific, Young Women’s 
Christian Association, and PYC.

All ToT trainings held during June were jointly 
facilitated by SPC’s human Development 
Programme and SPC/GIZ Coping with 
Climate Change in the Pacific Island Region 
Programme (CCCPIR). 

Organisations interested in the training can 
email nicollette.goulding@giz.de for further 
information. 

Climate change is having a widespread 
impact, affecting all sectorsof the 
economy from health, infrastructure, 
water resources, agriculture, forestry 
and fisheries. The burden of this 
impact is being shouldered more by 
the rural populace because of their 
dependence on vulnerable sectors 
such as agriculture and tourism for their 
livelihood.

SNC 2013
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 “I will use 
traditional 
means of food 
preservation as 
an adaptation 
method in 
this changing 
climate”. These 
are the words 
of Alumeci  
Nasova  who 
attended the 2 
day REDD+ and 
climate change 
awareness 
workshop in 
Draubuta village, Navosa from 9 – 11 
April.  As part of the National REDD+  
programme, the awareness workshop 
was attended by more than 150 
villagers from Draubuta and neighboring  
Navitilevu, Nakoro,  Nubuyanitu and 
Waibasaga villages. The workshop 
was organised by the Department of 
Forestry and SPC/GIZ Coping with 
Climate Change in the Pacific Island 
Region and included resource persons 
from the Land Resource Planning and 
Development Unit and Extension office 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of 
iTaukei Affairs,  iTaukei land Trust Board 
and CCD . 

Mrs. Nasova  who previously had little 
knowledge about climate change and 
REDD+ has now gained more insight 
into the critical global issue relating 
it to the various changes observed 
in the local environment and climate. 
According to the 57 year old mother of 5 
there have been stronger cyclones and 
longer periods of hot weather in the area 
for the past 3 decades. As an active 
member of the Soqosoqo vaka Marama 
in Navosa, Alumeci will use the acquired 
knowledge to create awareness 
amongst the local women to understand 
the processes and impacts of climate 
change. She says she would like to 
see youths more involved in community 
based climate change programmes. The 
Climate Change Division of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation co-facilitated the climate 
change awareness session. 

Fane (SPC) and Jiuta (FSPI) 
pledging to put words into action



The fisheries sector stands to be 
significantly affected by climate change. 
Climate and related oceanic variations 
are already having significant impacts 
on fish catches, both subsistence and 
commercial. In Fiji, the combination of high 
rainfall, accompanying cyclonic activity, 
storm events and steep bare slopes 
causes rapid run-off, river floods and 
sediment discharges into the near-shore 
coral reef habitats, which badly affects 
the fisheries sector. (Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, 2008) 
Coral bleaching is also likely to have 
adverse effects on coastal biological 
diversity and fisheries .

Variations in tuna catches are especially 
significant during El Nino and La Nina 
years. For example, the El Nino of 1997/98 
negatively affected skipjack tuna catches, 
highlighting the sensitivity of fish stocks 

to changes in the climate. Changes in 
migration patterns and depth of fish stocks 
are the two main factors affecting the 
distribution and availability of tuna during 
such periods, and it is expected that 
changes in climate may cause migratory 
shifts in tuna aggregations to other 
locations.

Other impacts include increased danger of 
foreshore foraging and fishing expeditions 
as a result of increased incidence of 
extreme weather events.

Existing resilience in the marine and 
fisheries sector
Current aspects of the marine and fisheries 
sector provide a level of resilience to the 
projected impacts of climate change:

• Mangrove areas, coral reefs and other 
coastal zones provide physical buffers to 
extreme weather events;

• healthy reef ecosystems are more 

resilient to the impacts of climate 
change such as ocean acidification and 
increasing sea water temperature.

Potential adaptation measures within the 
marine and fisheries sector:
• Preservation of mangrove areas, coral 

reefs and other coastal zones;
• Alternatives to commercial fishing 

practices to diversify and increase stock 
sustainability;

• Improved watershed management to 
reduce river bed and bank stability;

• Increased construction standards to 
minimize soil run-off and erosion during 
construction activities; 

• More rigid development conditions to 
restrict development on dunes and 
foreshore areas;

• Increased safety measures and codes of 
conduct to reduce risk of injury or death 
during fish traps as a result of inclement 
weather. 

Impacts on the marine and fisheries sector

The Fiji Climate Change Newsletter is produced by
the ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation in partnership with the 

SPC/GIZ Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific Island region Programme

Fiji Climate Outlook June-November 2014 | Excerpt from 13 June 2014; Vol 8 Issue 6, Fiji Meteorological Service

Contact
Fiji meteorological Service
Private mail Bag (NAP 0351)
Nadi, Airport, Fiji
Tel: 6724 888
Email: climate@met.gov.fj
Web: www.met.gov.fj

Detailed outlook report available at: 
www.met.gov.fj/outlook.pdf

lEArNING ABoUT ClImATE ChANGE
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The Fiji climate change newsletter is produced by the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
in partnership with the SPC/GIZ Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific 

Island Region Programme

Climate Change communicated at the 
“Mother of All Festivals”
The Climate Change Unit (CCU) under the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation (MFAIC) took advantage of 
the hugely popular annual Hibiscus festival to create awareness 
on the important and concerning issue of climate change. The 
Hibiscus festival, widely proclaimed as the “Mother of all Festivals” 
in Fiji, ran from 19 to 25 August 2012 at Albert Park, Suva.

The Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, Mrs Saipora Mataikabara said that “while the 
government, through its various ministries and with support 
from civil society organisations and development partners, are 
implementing programs and projects to assist communities 
to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change, there is 
nevertheless an urgent need to raise awareness among the general 
public on climate change related issues”. 

The daily awareness programs ran from 10am to 8pm and included 
climate change quizzes and games, giveaways, screening of climate 
change videos and display of variety of climate change awareness 
materials. 

The climate change awareness booth drew a wide range of people 
from all walks of life. While most took time out to learn about 
climate change, students grabbed the opportunity to gather 
information to assist in tasks and assignments. Mrs. Ane Lagilagi, 
a teacher from Rakiraki, said she was very lucky to have visited 
the booth as she was able to gather useful teaching aids for her 
students.  “The books, posters and brochures collected on climate 
change will help to better equip me to inform my students on this 
important issue”, she explained. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
would like to thank the government ministries – Ministry of iTaukei 
Affairs, Fiji Meteorological Services, Department of Agriculture, Civil 
Society Organizations; Pacific Conference of Churches, Worldwide 
Fund for Nature South Pacific (WWF SPPO), University of the 
South Pacific’s Pacific Centre for Environment and Sustainable 
Development (PACE-SD), SPC/GIZ Coping with Climate Change in 
the Pacific Island Region Programme and the Australian Agency for 
International Development (AusAID) for their support in  donating 
climate change awareness materials and giveaways which led to 
the successful dissemination of climate change information during 
the week-long event. 

For more information, contact Alisi Vosalevu: alisi.pulini@govnet.
gov.fj

Bridging modern science and local knowledge to build 
community resilience 

Building resilience is about the security of our environment: our 
islands, our food supply and our health. Translating definitions 
relating to climate change climate, is the responsibility of 
practitioners, managers and agencies working with local 
communities. 

LäjeRotuma (LRI) is a community-based environmental initiative 
aimed at informing and strengthening the capacity of its own 
community to make informed decisions to manage their natural 
resources well on Rotuma Island. LRI worked with women, 
children, village men, youth and traditional leaders on the island. 

LäjeRotuma recognises the use and conservation of island 
biodiversity as an integral part of its culture, inseparable from 
its ethical and aesthetic values or from its socio-economic 
reality. Adaptation is primarily a local process which means that 
technology and solutions need to suit local conditions and that 
local capacity must be developed to use and build resilience of 
island life.

Over the years, LäjeRotuma has been engaging youth, women 
and children with an age range of 6-17 years with the aim of 
empowering these key social groups to address sustainability 
issues. Translating materials into the vernacular empowers 
local people to understand climate change issues better. It also 
enhances community participation for maximum stakeholder 
involvement and commitment. 

The Adopt-a-habitat approach and ecocamp model is a great 
approach for engaging women and children, utilizing visual arts 
tools- mural art sessions, driftwood workshop, song and dance, 
and story-telling sessions. Field trips such as bird-watching, 
seagrass-beach-coral reef watch and forest walks engage the 
group to observe natural changes and seasonal effects of or 
variability in their natural environment. Innovatively, these 
activities work with the women and children to re-tell their 
knowledge of old stories which describe an event about the 
environment, real-time local observations about how the 
changing climate and seasons affect their way of life on Rotuma. 

Exploring a custom still in practice reveals the intrinsic links 
between traditional practices and climate. The mat-weavers of 
Rotuma are now facing an unreliable supply of pandanus due to 
the missed timing of the lunar cycle now ‘riddled with rain’. There 
is now unusual weather pattern during the pandanus harvesting 
season (as defined by knowledge passed down from their 
grandmothers). Such witness stories enable us to understand 
better how to work with specific groups with their customary 
expectations in the face of a changing climate.

For more information please contact: Ms. Monifa Fiu: Monifafiu@
gmail.com

An inter-provincial adaptation forum was held on the 25th 
and 26th of June, 2012 at Nadave. World Wild Fund for Nature 
(WWF) through its AusAID funded Building Resilience Project in 
collaboration with the iTaukei Affairs Board organised the 2-day 
forum targeting all provincial administrators.  

Deputy Chief Executive Officer for  the iTaukei Affairs Board, Colonel 
Apakuki Kurusiga said all the Roko Tuis played an important role in 
the dissemination of climate change information to the grassroots 
level. “We have diverted our task and refocused our strategies to 
the conservation of our environment by raising awareness to the 
villagers,” Colonel Kurusiga said.

The two-day forum offered a diverse range of plenary and keynote 
sessions, talanoa, film nights, plus people, places and stories 
exhibitions. The topics discussed included consumerism in flooding 
situations, disaster risk management planning, good practices 
in gender equality for environmental security, sustainable land 
management practices, climate smart planning, agriculture and 
climate change, and disability inclusiveness.

For more information, contact Waisea Vosa: waisea.vosa@govnet.
gov.fj

Interprovincial Adaptation Forum 
– AusAID Building Resilience Project

News in brief
• The University of Fiji hosted a regional Climate Change and Health Symposium from 13th – 15th September. The symposium 

aims to bring together researchers and stakeholders in government and civil society organizations that are involved in 
climate change and health-related projects and activities. This important symposium was organised by Ministry of Health, 
World Health Organization (WHO), Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the University of the South Pacific

• The Fiji government is preparing a drought a plan in response to the impacts of Climate Change. The drought steering 
committee is spearheading the formulation of the national drought action plan. 

• There will be a National Climate Change Country Team Meeting in the 4th Quarter to endorse Fiji’s National Position and 
delegation to the COP 18 (Conference of Parties) to be held from 26th November – 7th December, 2012 in Doha, Qatar. 

 

Fiji Climate Outlook 

September to November 2012 & December 2012 to February 2013

(Excerpt from: September 18, 2012 Volume 6; Issue 09, Fiji Meteorological Service)

HIGHLIGHTS

• The tropical Pacific continues to be in neutral El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) state, however, oceanic indicators of 

ENSO are increasingly shifting towards a developing El Niño;

• The chances of settling of El Niño conditions are enhanced in the remaining months of this year;

• Generally, equal chances of below average, average and above average rainfall is favoured for the September to November 

period, while average to below average rainfall is anticipated for the December 2012 to February 2013 period;

• The maximum and minimum air temperatures are expected to be normal over both the September to November and the 

December 2012 to February 2013 periods;

• The sea surface temperatures are predicted to be around normal in the Fiji region through September to November 2012.

Detailed Outlook report on this link: http://www.met.gov.fj/Outlook.pdf 

Or contact: 

Fiji Meteorological Service: 

Private Mail Bag (NAP 0351)

Nadi Airport, Fiji.

Ph: +679 6724888, Fax: +679 6724050; Email: climate@met.gov.fj; URL: http://www.met.gov.fj
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Coastline on Vatulele, Koro Island

highlights
• The tropical Pacific Ocean remained borderline, between neutral and El Niño conditions in May 2014;
• The chances for El Niño developing over the June to August 2014 period is about 70%, increasing to 

80%, into November to November 2014 period
• While the SCOPIC model favours above average rainfall over most parts of Fiji during June to August 

2014 period, the global climate models indicate average to below average. This infers that rainfall is 
expected to vary significantly from one month to another over the coming three months

• During the September-November 2014 period, the SCOPIC model favours average to above average 
rainfall across the Fiji Group

• Maximum and minimum air temperatures are predicted to be above normal over the country through 
the June to August and September to November 2014 periods.

• The sea surface temperatures (SST) are predicted to be near normal in the Fiji region over the June to 
August 2014 period.


