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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE HUMANITARIAN COORDINATOR  IN 
YEMEN, JAMIE McGOLDRICK, ON THE WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY 

 
Sana'a, 19 August 2016 – Every year on 19 August, the World Humanitarian Day pays 
tribute to the world’s aid workers who tirelessly provide life-saving aid and humanitarian 
assistance to people in need, often risking their own lives on the front lines of a conflict 
and in natural disasters.  
 
It is a day to advocate for humanitarian action to ensure that aid workers can safely 
deliver assistance to those in need and demand action to alleviate the suffering of people 
caught in crises.  
 
In Yemen, the recent escalation of hostilities is exacerbating an already dire humanitarian 
situation. The spike in fighting, including airstrikes, has affected non-military 
targets such as hospitals and schools which have been damaged and destroyed, resulting 
in casualties among innocent civilians, particularly women and children who continue to 
bear the brunt of the conflict.  
  
Humanitarian workers have not been spared in the escalation of violence. Medical staff, 
in particular, have come under fire while providing assistance since the beginning of the 
conflict. Attacks on medical facilities are prohibited under international humanitarian 
law. These attacks put at risk the lives and well-being of millions of people who rely 
on medical assistance for survival and they will continue to impact the access to long-
term health care when peace comes.  
  
Despite the difficult situation, humanitarian partners in Yemen continue to work to reach 
as many people as they can with resources available. To date, over four million 
people across the entire country have been assisted with some form of humanitarian aid.  

However, overshadowed by other crises in the region, the emergency in Yemen doesn't 
get the attention and the financial support it deserves and overall needs far 
surpass the capacity of humanitarian partners to respond. 
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On this World Humanitarian Day we unite as One Humanity to demand action.  
 
We demand that parties to the conflict respect their obligations under international 
humanitarian law, international human rights law and international refugee law to protect 
civilians from harm.  
 
We demand that the international community avail the resources to meet the needs of the 
people of Yemen and enable humanitarian workers to fulfil their mandate. 

 

 


