
Tropical Storm Irene: Overview of Federal Family s Preparations and
Response 

Release Date: August 29, 2011

Release Number: HQ-11-160

Monday, August 29, 2011 6:00 pm eastern

The administration, coordinated through FEMA, is committed to bringing all of the resources of the federal

family to bear to support the states and territories that have already been affected by Hurricane/Tropical

Storm Irene and the states that are preparing for the storm. FEMA, through our regional offices in Boston,

MA, Philadelphia, PA, New York City, NY, Atlanta, GA, and our Caribbean Area Office in Puerto Rico, have

been in close contact and coordination with the states and territories that have been affected, and states that

will be impacted. Over the past several days, President Obama has declared a major disaster declaration for

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and emergency declarations for North Carolina, Maryland, District of

Columbia, Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New

Hampshire and Vermont, making available federal resources to support response efforts. Prior to Irene's

making landfall on the East Coast Saturday, FEMA deployed teams and resources along the East Coast from

South Carolina to Maine.  In advance of Irene moving through the territories earlier last week, FEMA

deployed teams to both Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to coordinate directly with local officials on

the ground.  At the direction of President Obama and DHS Secretary Napolitano, FEMA continues to work

with our federal, state, territorial, tribal and local partners, as well as voluntary organizations, the private

sector, and others to respond to the aftermath of Irene.  The following timeline provides an overview of these

and other federal activities, to date, to support these territories, states, families and communities.

Monday, August 29

President Obama signs an emergency declaration for the State of Vermont due to Hurricane Irene,

making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public health and safety for

the entire state.

DHS Secretary Napolitano holds a teleconference with mayors of the East Coast cities to discuss the

latest hurricane response and recovery operations. They also asked the mayors if they anticipated any

areas that would require additional support.

Last night, there were more than 428 shelters open across 15 states and Puerto Rico.  Shelter

populations continue to decrease as individuals begin to return home upon an all clear from local

officials.  Information about open Red Cross shelters is available at redcross.org and will continue to

be updated.  

For those areas without power, FEMA and federal partners urge residents to be safe and take

precautions while the power is out.  Find out how to keep food safe during and after an emergency by

visiting www.FoodSafety.gov. The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) urges consumers to

be especially careful during a loss of electrical power, as the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning and

fire increases at that time. The CPSC and U.S. Fire Administration warn consumers NEVER to use

portable generators indoors or in garages, basements or sheds. The exhaust from generators contains
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high levels of carbon monoxide that can quickly incapacitate and kill.

FEMA is actively working with our state partners to begin preliminary damage assessments (PDA) in

some areas, and make preparations for assessments in others. These damage assessments help the

governor determine whether additional federal assistance is needed.  

Governors have activated more than 10,000 National Guard personnel in states to assist affected states

with response efforts. In those states already being affected by the hurricane, National Guard forces

are assisting state and local authorities as they begin performing cleanup, communication, and search

and rescue missions. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineer's is providing two Coastal Engineers in North Carolina to assist in

preliminary damage assessments with state and local officials. 

The Department of Agriculture urges farmers and ranchers in storm-affected areas to notify their local

farm bureau service centers in order to coordinate evaluation of storm affects on crop yields.

FEMA conducts Congressional conference calls with Congressional delegations from the mid-Atlantic

and Northeast, Congressional Asian, Black and Hispanic Caucuses and FEMA Authorizers and

Appropriators to provide updates on ongoing federal response and recovery to Irene.  

More than 250 community relations specialists are staged on the ground in affected states and

additional mobilizations and deployments continue.  Community relations teams have begun to gather

situational awareness about the storm impacts and help inform disaster survivors about available

services and resources.

Sunday, August 28

The President convened a video teleconference in the White House Situation Room regarding the

impact of Hurricane Irene. Vice President Biden, Chief of Staff Daley, DHS Secretary Napolitano,

Treasury Secretary Geithner, Transportation Secretary LaHood, Energy Secretary Chu, FEMA

Administrator Fugate, Homeland Security Advisor Brennan and other senior White House officials

participated in the call. Secretary Napolitano and Administrator Fugate were asked to continue to be in

touch with governors and local leaders along the East Coast. 

President Obama signs a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the District of Columbia due to

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety throughout the District.

President Obama signs a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the State of Delaware due to

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety for the entire state.

States, localities and the Red Cross have been operating more than 500 shelters in eight states and

Puerto Rico. The Red Cross is prepared to open additional shelters as needed. Last night's shelter

population was estimated at more than 29,000. Information about open Red Cross shelters is available

at redcross.org and will continue to be updated.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (USACE) Temporary Emergency Power mission continues as

power teams have been deployed to Incident Support Bases (ISBs) in Massachusetts, New Jersey,

North Carolina and Maryland.  Power teams consist of planning and response teams, the 249th Prime

Power battalion and designated resource support staff. 

Thousands of Red Cross disaster workers are in place to help people along the East Coast once

conditions are safe. Volunteers from partner organizations like Americorps National Civilian

Community Corps and Southern Baptist Convention are positioned alongside Red Cross workers in

many areas. Relief operations have been launched in more than a dozen coastal states. More than 200

feeding vehicles are positioned. Tens of thousands of prepackaged meals are moving into the area and

the Red Cross is working with volunteer organizations and federal partners to ensure that kitchens are

positioned in numerous locations after the storm moves through. 

The Department of Energy's Response Center has been activated, providing real-time monitoring on
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power outages and other energy-related aspects of the storm. The Department provides the public with

reports on the critical energy infrastructure impacted by the storm, as well as outage and restoration

data, through Emergency Situation Reports, which are available at http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov

/emergency_sit_rpt.asp.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) staff are in close contact with state and local environmental

responders and are prepared to provide technical support as needed.

Verizon has a private sector liaison at the National Response Coordination Center. This individual

communicates and coordinates with private sector partners that could be impacted, or have already

been impacted, by this storm, ensuring they have the support needed to respond and recover.

The private energy sector has been taking actions such as bringing in additional crews, preparing

equipment for emergency restoration work, keeping utility contractors on call and ensuring that

additional supplies, such as poles and pole-top equipment, are on hand to respond and restore service

as quickly as possible.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is assessing the status of nuclear power plants. Commission

officials are in close coordination with state emergency operations centers. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture urges the public to be aware of pet and livestock safety tips during

power outages, flooding and evacuations.

Saturday, August 27

President Obama received the latest updates on the storm during a conference call with DHS Secretary

Janet Napolitano, FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate and other senior members of his emergency

management team. Secretary Napolitano and Administrator Fugate briefed the President on the

intensity of the storm, the anticipated track of the storm and the response and recovery assets that

have been pre-deployed along the east coast. The President asked the team that he be updated, as

necessary, throughout the day and overnight.

President Obama visited the FEMA National Response Coordination Center to join DHS Secretary

Janet Napolitano, FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate and representatives of response agencies for a

briefing from states already affected or anticipated to be in the path of the hurricane.  

President Obama signed a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the State of Maryland due to

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety in six counties and one city. The emergency declaration covers Baltimore,

Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne's, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico and Worcester counties and Baltimore

City. 

President Obama signed a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the State of New Hampshire due to

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public  

health and safety for the entire state.

President Obama signed a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the State of Rhode Island due to

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety for the entire state. 

President Obama signed a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the State of New Jersey due to

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety for the entire state.

President Obama signed a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the State of Connecticut due to

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety for the entire state. 

States, localities and the Red Cross have opened more than 150 shelters in eight states as local

evacuation orders went into effect. The Red Cross is prepared to open more shelters. Last night, the

shelter population was estimated at more than 13,000. More information about open Red Cross

shelters is available at redcross.org and will continue to be updated as more shelters open. The Red
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Cross has staged hundreds of personnel, vehicles and other resources from across the nation in all the

states along the path of Hurricane Irene on the East Coast. They will assist states and communities

with mass care, feeding and other response needs.

FEMA disability integration specialists are positioned in North Carolina, Washington, D.C.,

Philadelphia, New York, and Boston to ensure that the needs of people with disabilities are fully

considered when addressing the needs of the whole community.

The U.S. Department of Defense has positioned defense coordinating officers at FEMA's national

response coordination center in Washington D.C., and in FEMA regional response coordination centers

in Boston, New York City, Philadelphia, and Atlanta to support and coordinate any requests for

defense assets and personnel. 

Governors have activated 1,200 National Guard personnel in seven states (Fla., Conn., N.C., N.H.,

P.R., R.I. and Va.) to assist states with response efforts. In those states already being affected by the

hurricane, National Guard forces are performing cleanup, communication, and search and rescue

missions. The National Guard Bureau's Crisis Management Element has been activated. There are

more than 83,000 National Guard personnel available in affected states to assist in hurricane relief

efforts.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) urges consumers to be especially careful during a

loss of electrical power, as the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning and fire increases at that time. The

CPSC and U.S. Fire Administration warn consumers NEVER to use portable generators indoors or in

garages, basements or sheds. The exhaust from generators contains high levels of carbon monoxide

that can quickly incapacitate and kill.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) activated the public health radio network

which provides CDC, state, territorial, and local health departments with non-infrastructure dependent

redundant communications capability - a back up method of communication when all else fails. 

U.S. Postal Service (USPS) advised customers that normal service operations in the path of the storm

may be affected in the event of unsafe conditions such as high winds, flooding or impassable roads.

 Depending on local conditions, some post offices may temporarily close their lobbies as Hurricane

Irene makes landfall.  If roads become impassable or unsafe for travel, mail delivery services may be

curtailed, and mail collection schedules from mail collection boxes could be suspended. The latest

information on USPS service updates is available at http://about.usps.com/news/service-alerts

/welcome.htm. 

FEMA has proactively positioned a total of 18 Incident Management Assistance Teams along the coast

to coordinate with state, tribal and local officials to identify needs and shortfalls affecting potential

disaster response and recovery. Six national urban search and rescue teams, comprised of more than

500 personnel, have been placed on alert in the event that search and rescue support is needed.  The

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has deployed a total of five Disaster Medical

Assistance Teams to staging areas.

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facilities along the United States' eastern seaboard have

completed preparatory actions in advance of Hurricane Irene.       

FEMA has proactively positioned a total of 18 Incident Management Assistance Teams along the coast

to coordinate with state, tribal and local officials to identify needs and shortfalls affecting potential

disaster response and recovery. Six national urban search and rescue teams, comprised of more than

500 personnel, have been placed on alert in the event that search and rescue support is needed.  The

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has deployed a total of five Disaster Medical

Assistance Teams to staging areas.

President Obama signed a major disaster declaration for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as a result

of Hurricane Irene. The President's action makes Individual Assistance available to those affected by

the hurricane in the municipalities of Caguas, Canóvanas, Carolina, Cayey, Loíza, Luquillo, and San

Juan.

Assistance can include grants for temporary housing and home repairs, low-cost loans to cover

uninsured property losses, and other programs to help individuals and business owners recover from
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the effects of the disaster. In addition, Public Assistance was authorized for 14 municipalities,

including Aguas Buenas, Carolina, Cayey, Ceiba, Comerío, Juncos, Las Marías, Luquillo, Morovis,

Naguabo, Orocovis, Utuado, Vega Baja, and Villalba.

Friday, August 26

President Obama signed an emergency declaration for the State of New York due to Hurricane Irene,

making federal assistance available to save lives and protect property and public health and safety in

seven counties. This assistance is for Bronx, Kings, New York, Queens, Richmond, Nassau, and

Suffolk counties.

President Obama signs a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

for Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety for the entire Commonwealth. 

President Obama signed a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the Commonwealth of Virginia for

Hurricane Irene making available federal support to save lives and to protect property and public

health and safety for 11 counties and 9 cities.  (Accomack, Northampton, Isle of Wight, James City,

Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond, Westmoreland, and New Kent and the

independent cities of Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Suffolk,

Virginia Beach, and Williamsburg).

Department of Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano and FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate

briefed the President on ongoing activities in response to Hurricane Irene, including FEMA's support

for territorial response activities in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, as well as FEMA's coordination

of preparation efforts with the governors of potentially impacted states. 

President Obama released a statement on the preparations for Hurricane Irene.

President Obama, Security Napolitano and Administrator Fugate held a teleconference with mayors of

the East Coast's biggest cities to discuss the latest hurricane preparations and developments. They also

asked the mayors if they anticipated any areas that would require additional support.

Administrator Fugate and National Hurricane Center Director Bill Read held a conference call with

state, tribal and local officials to discuss response operations, the latest storm developments and

preparations.

States, localities and the Red Cross are opening up emergency shelters along the East Coast up through

New England as local officials announce evacuations along the coast and low-lying areas.  The Red

Cross is providing shelter information for residents who need to know where they can go. The

information continues to be updated at www.redcross.org as more shelters open. 

The Department of Health and Human Services has deployed three Disaster Medical Assistance Teams

to staging areas. A Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT) is comprised of medical professionals

such as doctors, nurses, paramedics and pharmacists who are specially trained to provide emergency

health and medical support to medical facilities such as hospitals and health centers. 

In advance preparation for the hurricane, FEMA Incident Management Assistance Teams are staged in

South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, New York, Massachusetts, and Vermont, and are en route to

the District of Columbia, Connecticut, Delaware and Rhode Island. They will coordinate with state,

tribal and local officials to identify needs and shortfalls impacting potential disaster response and

recovery.   

U.S. Coast Guard reports heightened state of readiness for various ports along the East Coast. 

FEMA community relations teams are being staged to support states along the East Coast.  These

teams, if needed, help inform disaster survivors about available services and resources.    

The FDA reminds consumers to take precautions for storing water and ensuring the safety of their food

and medical supplies for themselves and their pets during and after this week's expected hurricane-

related rain, possible flooding and power outages. Find out how to keep food safe during and after an

emergency by visiting www.FoodSafety.gov. 
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The Small Business Administration urges business owners to prepare, in advance of the hurricane, and

encourages everyone in the affected communities to listen to local public officials.  If they say to close

up shop or evacuate, don't hesitate. 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is assessing nuclear power plant preparations, and NRC officials

are in close coordination with state emergency operations centers. 

FEMA Deputy Administrator Serino and National Hurricane Center Director Read held a conference

call with congressional stakeholders to discuss response operations, the latest storm developments and

preparations. 

Thursday, August 25

Department of Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano and FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate brief

the President on ongoing activities in response to Hurricane Irene, including FEMA's support for

territorial response activities in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, as well as FEMA's coordination of

preparation efforts with the governors of potentially impacted states.

President Obama signed a pre-disaster emergency declaration for the State of North Carolina due to

Hurricane Irene, making federal assistance available to save lives and protect property and public

health and safety in the 16 counties requested by the governor.  This assistance is for Carteret, Craven,

Currituck, Dare, Halifax, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Nash, Northampton, Onslow, Pamlico, Perquimans,

Pitt, Tyrrell, and Wilson counties. 

In advance preparation for the storm, FEMA National Incident Management Assistance Teams

(IMATs) are on the ground in North Carolina and Virginia. They are also arriving in South Carolina

today in anticipation of further deployment to potential impact areas along the East Coast of the U.S.

 In addition, Regional IMATs are also being deployed to Connecticut, Maryland, Maine,

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont,  to coordinate

with state, tribal and local officials to identify needs and shortfalls impacting potential disaster

response and recovery.  

Incident Support Bases (ISBs) support federal operations responding to Hurricane Irene. They are

operating in Fort Bragg, N.C., and Fort Gordon in Augusta, Ga. ISBs are being set up in Westover Air

Reserve Base in Massachusetts and Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New Jersey to support states

within those regions.  The Incident Support Base allows FEMA and federal partners to proactively

stage commodities closer to areas potentially affected by severe weather, allowing us to quickly move

needed supplies throughout nearby affected states, should they be needed and requested. 

FEMA liaisons are currently located in North Carolina, South Carolina, Massachusetts, Connecticut,

Rhode Island and New York.  Liaisons are also deploying New Jersey, Virginia and Maryland.

FEMA Deputy Administrator Serino and National Hurricane Center Director Bill Read held a

conference call with congressional stakeholders to discuss response operations, the latest storm

developments and preparations. 

Secretary Napolitano and Administrator Fugate later convened a call with state, local and tribal

emergency management officials, homeland security advisors, elected officials and tribal leaders in all

states potentially affected by Hurricane Irene as the storm travels up the East Coast -highlighting

federal resources and coordinated federal, state, tribal and local resiliency efforts for Hurricane Irene. 

Two Mobile Emergency Response System (MERS), one in Raleigh, N.C. and one at Fort Jackson, S.C.

are staged to support emergency response communications needs. 

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 249th Engineering Battalion (Prime Power) team is staged at the Fort

Bragg, N.C., Incident Support Base.

U.S. Coast Guard Water Science Center deployed crews to North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia

and Maryland to deploy storm surge sensors to coastal areas.  Additional sensors are being shipped to

Florida, Connecticut and New York. 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facilities along the East Coast have begun preparatory
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actions in advance of potential landfall of Hurricane Irene.

U.S. Department of the Interior units affected by the storm, primarily national parks and fish and

wildlife refuges along the coast, are taking all appropriate actions and informing the public via local

announcements as actions are taken. Among the preparations, the National Park Service and Fish and

Wildlife Service are organizing and deploying Incident Management Teams and Law Enforcement

Teams. 

The American Red Cross began opening shelters in North Carolina as local evacuation orders went

into effect. Additional shelters in North Carolina and other states are being prepared along the East

Coast. More information about open Red Cross shelters is available at redcross.org. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) National Hurricane Center is

monitoring Hurricane Irene, issuing watches and warnings to affected areas as required, and flying jet

surveillance missions to provide updated forecasts. 

The Federal Communications Center (FCC) has deployed two Roll Call Spectrum Scanning teams to

the FEMA regional offices in Atlanta and Boston.  These teams conduct post scans after landfall to

determine which critical communications systems might be impacted. 

U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) is prepared to provide public health and medical support to

states along the East Coast in response to Hurricane Irene. The HHS is also coordinating with public

health and emergency management agencies in U.S. territories and states along the projected hurricane

path to make information available on how people can protect their health as they prepare for and

respond to hurricanes and other natural disasters. 

The U.S. Northern Command (NORTHCOM) has activated a Defense Coordinating Officer to the

FEMA Regional Response Coordination Center in Atlanta to support civil authorities as Hurricane

Irene approaches the East Coast of the United States. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation and AMTRAK cancelled passenger train service for the period

of Aug. 26 to 28 for service operating south of Washington, D.C. 

Wednesday, August 24;

Fort Bragg, N.C., was designated as an Incident Support Base to support federal operations to respond

to Hurricane Irene.  The Incident Support Base allows FEMA and federal partners to proactively stage

commodities closer to areas potentially affected by severe weather, allowing us to quickly move

needed supplies throughout affected states, should they be needed and requested. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers started deploying members of the 249th Engineering Battalion

(Prime Power) to Puerto Rico to assist with restoring power to the island.  

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) National Hurricane Center is

monitoring Hurricane Irene and flying jet surveillance missions to provide updated forecasts.

The National Guard Bureau has personnel on the ground in Puerto Rico providing support for clearing

roads and debris, transporting equipment, communications, urban search and rescue efforts, and public

safety and security needs. 

U.S. NORTHCOM deployed staff to Puerto Rico to help provide support and coordinate response

efforts.

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Coast Guard is currently conducting port and air assessments in Puerto Rico

and the U.S. Virgin Islands to help re-open ports as soon as possible. 

The American Red Cross is sending volunteers to North Carolina and South Carolina and moving

feeding trucks and communications equipment to East Coast states. Local chapters are also getting

ready for sheltering efforts.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is issuing

recommendations for residents in states that might be affected by Hurricane Irene to minimize the

potential for foodborne illnesses in the event of power outages, flooding, and other problems that could

be associated with the storm. Consumers with food safety questions can "Ask Karen," the FSIS virtual
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representative available 24 hours a day at www.AskKaren.gov. "Ask Karen" live chat services are

available Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET. 

FEMA Deputy Administrator Rich Serino and National Hurricane Center Director Bill Read held a

conference call with congressional stakeholders to discuss response operations, the latest storm

developments and preparations.

Tuesday, August 23

As part of the coordination call led by President Obama on the Virginia earthquake, Department of

Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano and FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate also briefed the

President on ongoing activities in response to Hurricane Irene, including FEMA's support for municipal

response activities in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, as well as FEMA's coordination of

preparation efforts with the governors of potentially impacted states.

FEMA National Incident Management Assistance Teams deployed to staging areas in Georgia and

Pennsylvania, in anticipation of further deployment to potential impact areas along the east coast of

the U.S.    

FEMA, and its federal partners, conducted a video-teleconference with the governors of the states and

territories that already have, or could be impacted by the severe weather.

FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate, and National Hurricane Center Director Bill Read held a

conference call with Congressional stakeholders to discuss response operations, the latest storm

developments and preparations.

Monday, August 22

FEMA, through its regional office in New York, and its Caribbean Area Office in Puerto Rico, remains

in constant contact and coordination with the governors and emergency management teams from the

U.S. Virgin Islands and the Puerto Rico, as they continue response efforts and begin to assess damages

from the storm.

FEMA, through its regional office in Atlanta, GA, is in contact with emergency management officials

along the east coast and other states that could be impacted by Irene later in the week, to identify any

needs and potential shortfalls. 

As part of this ongoing coordination, FEMA's leadership conducts daily calls with its regional offices,

the governors of the states and territories that already have or could be impacted.

FEMA proactively deployed its National Incident Management Assistance Team to North Carolina in

anticipation of any potential severe weather along the east coast of the U.S.    

U.S. Coast Guard Sector San Juan personnel conducted port assessments and aided in navigation

verification in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to reopen the ports as soon as possible.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)'s high-altitude research aircraft flew

surveillance missions to assess the storm's track. 

FEMA's Regional Response Coordination Center in New York activated to ensure that coordination of

federal resources can be expedited and mobilized, should there be a request for federal assistance. 

FEMA activated its National Response Coordination Center to 24-hour operations, to ensure federal

coordination and resources are available to support the Regional Response Coordination Center and to

monitor current storm conditions.  

President Obama signed an Emergency Declaration for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico making

federal assistance available to protect lives and property and remove debris for all 78 municipalities in

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
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Sunday, August 21

FEMA's regional office in New York and its Caribbean Area Office in Puerto Rico continued their

constant contact and coordination with the U.S. Virgin Islands Territory Emergency Management

Agency and the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency.

Both the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico activated their emergency operations centers. 

FEMA embedded staff, called liaison officers, in the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico emergency

operations centers work directly with territory and local officials.

FEMA encouraged residents in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to closely monitor weather

conditions and listen to the direction of local and territory officials.   

At all times, FEMA maintains commodities, including millions of liters of water, millions of meals and

hundreds of thousands of blankets, strategically located at distribution centers throughout the United

States and its territories. In Puerto Rico, for example, FEMA has more than 200,000 liters of water,

more than 400,000 meals, and more than 1,400 cots and blankets, that could be used, if needed, to help

with response and recovery efforts.

Saturday, August 20

FEMA proactively deployed Incident Management Assistance Teams (IMATs) to the U.S. Virgin

Islands and Puerto Rico, to coordinate with territory and local officials to identify needs and shortfalls

impacting potential disaster response and recovery.

Friday, August 19

 

FEMA began closely monitoring the large tropical wave that eventually strengthens into Hurricane

Irene. 
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