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UNMIK Director / Division of Public Information Alexander Ivanko 
 
Good morning everybody, I have three statements/announcements.  
 
As COMKFOR made clear yesterday, paramilitary groups like the Tsar Lazar Guard 
have no place in Kosovo. 
 
The SRSG intends to issue an Executive Decision in the course of today prohibiting the 
Guard or any similar paramilitary group from carrying out any activities in Kosovo, such 
as the wearing of uniforms, or inciting ethnic hatred or violence. 
 
Any presence by the Guard in Kosovo will be considered a breach of UNSCR 1244 and a 
threat to civil law and order.  Police have full powers to take whatever steps required to 
maintain law and order, and the SRSG will provide clear guidance to the Police 
Commissioner on this issue. 
 
Today at four o’clock we have UN small ambassadors summer party. It starts at 4 PM 
just outside of our MHQ. What the small ambassadors will do, they will paint different 
pictures, signs, whatever on the protective wall we have around the compound and 
several dignitaries including the SRSG will also take part in the ceremony, it starts again 
at 4 PM and will last until 8 PM. All media are very much welcome. And also we have 
outside for you a press statement by the reconstruction implementation commission for 
Serbian Orthodox Religion sites in Kosovo, about their recent work. That’s all I have.  
 
UNMIK Police Spokesperson Janet McDonald 
 
On 28 June 2007 there will be the Vedovdan celebration. Many people will participate in 
this.  This ceremony has never been a problem for security in Kosovo before and we 



believe it will not be a problem now. It is true we received a request for a march from 
North Mitrovica to Gazemastan. We recommended they move by busses and vehicles 
instead for safety reasons.  Freedom of movement exists and is encouraged in Kosovo but 
we will not allow any kind of provocation from anyone during this convoy. No uniforms, 
offensive gestures or weapons will be allowed. KPS, UNMIK and KFOR are working 
together to ensure safety, security and law and order.  We believe no problems will occur.   
 
As always, we have operational plans in place to deal with all situations. 
 
But I will repeat. No provocations, from anyone, will be tolerated. 
 
Vetvendosja has scheduled a demonstration for Saturday, 30 June 2007. The police have 
tried numerous times to meet with their representatives to discuss the demonstration. 
These meeting have been refused. We do expect the demonstration to be peaceful as the 
previous two have been. However, we are prepared for all situations. The police still 
invite the leaders of Vetvendosi to meet and cooperate towards a peaceful demonstration. 
 
KFOR Chief PIO Col. Michael Knop 
 
The last couple of days there have been reports about the members of the so called Czar 
Llazar Guard intending to enter Kosovo. In addition, there have also been 
announcements by people claiming that they would react by using violence if this 
occurs.  
On behalf of KFOR, I would like to emphasize again that it is KFOR’s mandate to 
provide to a safe and secure environment. Several times we have proven our capability 
and capacity to do so. We will always have cooperated with KPS and UNMIK very 
closely. 
KFOR will not tolerate any violence or use of weapons by unathorised persons or groups 
inside Kosovo. 
And KFOR will definitely not accept that any paramilitary persons or groups will enter 
or acting in Kosovo. To achieve this aim KFOR will take all appropriate measures in 
cooperation with KPS and UNMIK. 
I would like to remind everybody that KFOR in cooperation with KPS and UNMIK are 
the only authorities for maintaining security in Kosovo. 
I addition I would like to stress that the use of threatening voices are not very helpful in 
democratic processes. 
 
OSCE Spokesperson Sven Lindholm 
 
NEW POLITICAL PARTY 
  
Nova Demokratija / New Democracy (ND) – established on 19 May 2007 by Branislav 
Grbic – has today completed its registration requirements with the Political Party 
Registration Office of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo. A final decision on registration will 
be given following a 14-day period in which the public is invited to review the 
registration documents. 



  
All registration materials - including the party's programme, statute, and logo - are 
available to the public for review and comments from 27 June to 11 July 2007. 
  
 OSCE/PISG PUBLICATION ON ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 
  
Yesterday, the OSCE and Kosovo’s Provisional Institutions of Self-Government (PISG) 
released a joint booklet highlighting the need to fully enforce the Anti-Discrimination 
Law as a means to help integrate all members of society and aid reconciliation. 
  
The publication, a compilation of articles by Government representatives, the legal 
community and non-governmental organizations, follows a roundtable meeting organized 
by the OSCE Mission in April. The authors analyze the implementation of the Anti-
Discrimination Law, which provides a framework to protect all ethnic groups, protect 
human rights and enable all communities to participate in public life. 
  
The authors recommend Kosovo’s institutions combat language discrimination, further 
empower the Ombudsperson Institution and run a public awareness campaign to educate 
people about the law. They also call on civil society to strengthen its role in advocating 
anti-discrimination and reconciliation policies. 
  
The report can be found at http://www.osce.org/kosovo/item_11_25298.html.  
  
 AN APPEAL 
  
Two years ago, the OSCE as part its 30-year celebration made 30 profiles of individuals, 
where thy wrote how OSCE has touched their lives. Kosovo focused on one woman, her 
name is Arifa and she lives in Prizren. Arifa Hodjic-Morina was a victim of domestic 
violence. For years she was trying through courts and social system to have her rights 
respected following a divorce. The OSCE has helped this woman. Her right to share joint 
property had faced many obstacles and just two weeks ago she finally won the last 
property case. However, as of June 18, Arifa went missing and as of today there are no 
indications regarding her whereabouts. The police are aware of the case. If anyone knows 
anything, the OSCE appeals them to come forward and go to the police. We hope the best 
for Arifa. 
 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Mechthild Henneke 
 
I would like to mention the Mining Conference to you which is currently taking place at 
the Grand Hotel. The SRSG and the DSRSG Pillar IV have already spoken there. In the 
afternoon there will be an intersting Question & Answers session, so why don't you go 
over to the Grand, if you have time? 
 
UNMIK Director / Division of Public Information Alexander Ivanko: 
 
Any Questions?  



 
Ilir Krasniqi, Kosova Sot Journalist: Mr. Ivanko, yesterday Chief Prosecutor ICTY 
criticized UNMIK for lack cooperation, what is the level of cooperation with the ICTY? 
 
Alexander Ivanko, Director DPI: We cooperate very closely with the ICTY, I don’t know 
what the Prosecutor bases her comments on, but it is not based on facts as far as I can see 
it.  
 
Stojan Jovanovic, BETA Journalist: Question for Ms. Janet, do you have any information 
why yesterday and the day before yesterday the gas station owned by Miljkovic family 
was torn down on the road Skoplje-Lapljasello, because the owner said that he did not 
rent it nor sell it and besides that gas station of the owner has also four hectares of land.  
 
Janet McDonald, Police: This is a KPS Police matter, however, the owner of the property 
is in communication with the Police Department and he is working with them to produce 
documentation. The matter is being handled.  
 
Question: Who will supervise the demonstration of “Vetevendosja” in Prishtina, who will 
draft the operational plan and for years with jealousy you are safeguarding this UNMIK 
wall and everything that has been written until now, has been repainted. 
  
Janet McDonald, UNMIK Police: The KPS will be in the lead for security during the 
demonstration supported by UNMIK and KFOR, I am not sure about your question about 
the wall. 
 
Alexander Ivanko, Director DPI: I can answer that, the Americans have a good saying, 
“if you can’t beat them, join them,” so that’s why we decided, everybody likes painting 
stuff on the wall, why not have something organized, we now have kids paint the wall. I 
think it is a good solution. 
 
Stojan Jovanovic, BETA: One more question for Janet, I did not quite understand her 
answer, if it is no, that man erected that gas station in 1985 – 1986 and started operating 
it, then it means that somebody has to tear it down and to prove his ownership, so that 
means that somebody needs to be killed and then identified, and second question for 
Sven, yesterday the Serb representatives in the Press Council (not readable) have left, 
since this council was formed on your initiative, what is your comment to this? 
 
Janet McDonald, UNMIK Police: I didn’t hear the question, I heard a statement and an 
analogy, so if you had a question could you please repeat it? 
 
Stojan Jovanovic, BETA: The question is this, do you know that this gas station is owned 
by Mr. Miljkovic and did the Police ask anybody why this gas station has to be torn 
down? 
 
Janet McDonald, UNMIK Police: I am not aware that this has already been torn down 
and the owner is going to provide documentation which wasn’t provided previously. If 



you have any further questions, why don’t you talk to Capitan Elshani, he is very much 
on top of this situation. 
 
Sven Lindholm, OSCE: Yes, we are aware what transpired yesterday at the press council, 
it is very concerning, because the Press Council is a new body and in particularly they are 
there to help the print media regulate themselves. We will be hopefully discussing with 
the press Council this matter and hope that the press council itself will resolve it and will 
continue serving you, the media.  
 
Question to Mr. Ivanko: Mr. Ivanko, a question again in relation to the accusations of the 
Chief Prosecutor to the ICTY, you said that they are not based on facts, but she accuses 
UNMIK and KPS of not offering protection since the Haradinaj case seems to be failing, 
will there be any statements or is the strategy going to be changed? 
 
Alexander Ivanko, Director DPI: We provide all assistance that is required by the ICTY. 
Our cooperation with the Tribunal has been described by the Court as satisfactory. Again, 
I am not aware where she gets the information from, and I have my serious doubts that it 
is based on facts.   
 
Question: On Sunday, leaflets were distributed by the so called “Kosovo Liberation 
Army”. Are you aware of the existence of such formation here in Kosovo? 
 
Janet McDonald, UNMIK Police: I didn’t understand your question.  
 
Follow up: Tell us, the Kosovo National Army exists in Kosovo? 
 
Alexander Ivanko, Director DPI: We have seen leaflets, we have seen graffiti, but that’s 
all what we have seen.  
 
Question: Two persons were arrested while distributing leaflets in Vushtrri. Are there 
going to be any more persons arrested from “Car Lazar Guard” if they come in civilian 
clothing to Kosovo?  
 
Janet McDonald, UNMIK Police: Those people were arrested because the leaflets they 
were distributing were threatening. So they were arrested for that reason. Not because 
they are of any particular group. They were arrested for making threats.  
 
Alexander Ivanko, Director DPI: Same applies to the “Car Lazar Guard”, if we are aware 
of any members of the “Car Lazar Guard” in Kosovo, as I told you, they are considered 
as a paramilitary group and they will be dealt with accordingly.  
 
Thank you.  
 


