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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Over 2 million people displaced by conflict – more than 1.6 million internally.  

 

The continued volatile security situation in Upper Nile and Unity States has displaced tens of 

thousands of people, disrupted farming during the main planting season and affected already low 

levels of trade and market activities. 
 

At least 4.6 million people are severely food insecure (IPC, May 2015) – in Crisis and Emergency 

food security phases.  

 
FAO and partners plan to reach up to 2.8 million people with emergency livelihood kits this 

agricultural season. Given ongoing logistical constraints in southern Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei 

States, FAO has distributed livelihood kits through air operations to ensure crucial inputs reached 

beneficiaries in time for the planting season.  

 

CHALLENGES FACING AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY  
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Intensified conflict in Southern Unity State and parts of Upper Nile State has displaced hundreds of thousands of 
people and blocked humanitarian access to areas already classified as Emergency (IPC Phase 4). Expanding conflict is 
also driving increased acute food insecurity outside of Greater Upper Nile. Meanwhile, deteriorating macro-economic 
conditions have driven a sharp spike in fuel and staple food prices, further limiting food access and constraining 
humanitarian operations. These shocks have come at a time when food insecurity and acute malnutrition are 
seasonally high, coinciding with the May to July lean season. Shortages of basic commodities and increased operating 
costs related to the depreciation of the South Sudanese Pound further constrain humanitarian operations at a time 
when conflict and the rainy season are already limiting access to many of the worst-affected areas. 
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The latest IPC analysis in April 2015 showed that 4.6 million people face Crisis (Phase 3) and Emergency (Phase 4) levels 
of food insecurity in July. Already of deep concern and reflecting a considerable deterioration since early 2015, the 
situation is likely to worsen following the renewed conflict in Greater Upper Nile and a spiraling economic crisis.  

Populations that fled the latest fighting in southern Unity remain in hiding in swamps and forest lands. Of the 
1.3 million people estimated to be in Emergency, about 60 percent are in the conflict-affected states of Jonglei, Unity 
and Upper Nile. Over half the population in Unity was estimated to be in Phases 3 and 4. However, their conditions are 
likely to have since deteriorated further. In southern Unity in particular, the latest information points to a severely 
declining food security situation. Fear of attacks on civilian populations has forced tens of thousands to flee to the bush, 
islands and highlands. 

The 16th Round of the Food Security and Nutrition Monitoring System – a countrywide household survey – began in mid-
July and it is hoped that teams will be able to conduct emergency food security assessments in southern Unity and IDP 
destinations, including Bentiu Protection of Civilians camp and some parts of Jonglei. 

A deepening economic crisis marked by a devaluing currency and soaring food prices has particularly hit urban 
populations, affecting 600 000 people in Juba, Wau and other major cities. In the first half of 2015, the prices of basic 
food commodities consistently increased, resulting in a nearly 30 percent rise in the cost of the minimum expenditure 
food basket. One worrying result is that now most urban poor people are spending up to 85 percent of their income on 
food, having an enormous impact on their food security. The depreciating local currency is deterring traders from 
importing goods, paralysing the supply chain. This is compounded by high insecurity for traders and transporters moving 
goods along certain routes, which has significantly contributed to the food crisis. 
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FAO’S RESPONSE TO-DATE IN 2015 
FAO’s programme in South Sudan closely links short-term emergency response activities, such as the distribution of livelihood 
kits, with longer-term development actions that include training local veterinary and agricultural extension workers with the 
overall goal of building resilient livelihoods, even in the midst of crisis. In the context of the Emergency Livelihood Response 
Programme, FAO focuses on facilitating immediate food production among vulnerable, food-insecure populations through 
livelihood and survival kits; protecting crucial assets through livestock vaccination and treatment campaigns; improving 
nutrition and food access through voucher distribution; and easing pressure on natural resources while helping to reduce the 
risks facing women and children by providing fuel-efficient stoves.  

 

 

2.8 million people 
targeted (470 667 households) 

2.1 million people 
reached so far 

 

575 941 livelihood kits being delivered for 2015 season  

Kits provided so far: 405 825* 
* Dispatched to-date 

 

130 686 crop kits 
*dispatched to date  

146 177 vegetable kits 
*dispatched to date  

128 962 fishing kits  
*dispatched to date 

 

1 000 tonnes of inputs delivered in Greater Upper Nile by air – dispatch of livelihood kits in Greater 
Equatorias and Greater Upper Nile completed 

 

11 000 fuel-efficient stoves distributed 

to-date; 12 800  more stoves en route to 
IDPs 

 

Vouchers for nutrition are benefiting 1 204 consumers 
and 204 suppliers, providing enough fish for 
1 191 families, milk for 784 families and vegetables for 
1 200 families per week.  

6 million animals targeted; over 2.9 million 

livestock vaccinated and treated so far. FAO has 
trained community-based animal health workers and provided 
them with emergency treatment kits. 

For the 2015 planting season:  

 1 000 tonnes of seeds were 

recollected from local seed 
producers 

Provision of “survival kits” in conflict-hit areas of Southern Unity State 

FAO has been working with the International Organization for Migration, United Nations Children’s Fund, United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, World Food Programme and a wide range of Non-governmental 
Organizations to distribute “survival kits” containing critical lifesaving supplies to people displaced by the current wave of 
fighting in Unity State. FAO is providing logistical support, as well as inputs in the form of vegetable and fishing kits. So far, 
4 400 survival kits have been distributed to an estimated 28 000 people. The goal is to provide enough support for at least 
100 000 households over the coming two months. At the same time, FAO is combining efforts and air assets for Rapid 
Response Missions that will include distributing emergency vegetable and fishing kits by air, to reach displaced and hard-to-
access communities in Unity State.  

IPC update 

FAO is working closely with the IPC Technical Working Group to collect information on the impact of the recent conflict on the 
food security and nutrition of displaced populations in Unity State. Given the current displacement, indications are that the 
severity of food insecurity in Southern Unity State and parts of Greater Upper Nile in July will be worse than previously 
anticipated, especially in areas cut-off from assistance. The Humanitarian Country Team is working towards securing 
unimpeded access to the displaced populations. However, until field teams can access these communities to collect critical 
information on their food security and nutrition, the IPC Technical Working Group is unable to update the analysis in July.  
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Due to conflict in the surrounding of Bentiu town, there has been a massive influx of livestock – estimated at more 
than 100 000 – concentrated in Bentiu town from Guit and parts of Rubkona. The concentration of livestock in one 
area can cause outbreaks of diseases, pasture depletion and water scarcity leading to resource-based conflict. Currently, 
FAO in collaboration with the local Government and partners on the ground are vaccinating livestock to prevent disease 
transmission and treating animals to save lives. FAO continues to rebuild and re-establish the cold chain systems 
throughout the country, in order to ensure adequate and effective storage and delivery of crucial livestock vaccines.  In the 
coming weeks, FAO will complete the construction of South Sudan’s central cold chain facility located at the National 
Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries Industries in Juba, Central Equatoria State. In July, FAO conducted cold chain 
and vaccine management training for 30 participants from the field offices and ministries. 

 

 


