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HIGHLIGHTS 

 +2 million people displaced by conflict – more than 1.5 million internally.  

 Renewed conflict in Upper Nile and Unity States is forcing more people from their homes, halting 
humanitarian activities and disrupting the planting season.  

 3.8 million people are severely food insecure (IPC, May 2015) – likely to deteriorate to 4.6 million 
people in Crisis and Emergency food security phases by July. FAO is continuing to monitor the 
situation to ensure early warning and prevent a catastrophe.  

 

Main planting season is underway: Access is the main requirement for a successful harvest in 2015 – 
seeds must reach beneficiaries and be planted in time and without conflict interfering  

 

Given continued insecurity in southern Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei States, FAO has launched a 
major air operation with the goal of moving about 1 000 tonnes of livelihood inputs. As of 27 May, 
more than 350 tonnes were delivered, with the operation expected to be completed by mid-June. 

$ FAO has received USD 22 million of the USD 89.2 million requested for 2015 under its Emergency 
Livelihood Response Programme 

 FAO and partners plan to reach up to 2.8 million people with emergency livelihood kits this 
agricultural season  

IPC Classification for the lean period (May to July 2015) 

 
 

CHALLENGES FACING AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY – IPC May 2015 
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FAO’S RESPONSE TO-DATE IN 2015 
 

2.8 million people 
targeted (470 667 households) 

 

575 941 livelihood kits being delivered for 2015 season 
Kits provided so far: 

 

75 350 crop kits 
*dispatched to date  

61 389 vegetable kits 
*dispatched to date  

58 351 fishing kits  
*dispatched to date 

 

11 000 fuel-efficient stoves distributed to-
date; 12 800  more stoves en route to IDPs 

 

Vouchers for nutrition are benefitting 1 204 consumers and 
204 suppliers, providing enough fish for 1 191 families, milk for 
784 families and vegetables for 1 200 families per week. 

6 million animals targeted; 2.5 million livestock vaccinated and treated so far. FAO has trained 
community-based animal health workers and provided them with emergency treatment kits. 

FAO’s Representations in South Sudan and Uganda organized a high-level meeting between the Departments of 
Veterinary Services from both countries to discuss animal health and safe cross-border livestock trade. The meeting aimed to 
strengthen partnership and coordination efforts regarding livestock health issues and cross-border livestock trade between 
Uganda and South Sudan. 
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Some 3.8 million people were estimated to be severely food insecure by April – 3 million in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) and 
800 000 in IPC Phase 4 (Emergency).  The situation is rapidly deteriorating as the lean season peaks in July, with up to 
4.6 million people facing severe food insecurity. Renewed violence in Unity and Upper Nile States in May forced UN 
agencies and partner NGOs to rapidly withdraw from the affected areas. Thousands of people have fled the fighting and 
are hiding in the bush and swamps, with their food security likely to be severely affected unless the situation improves 
and displaced rural families can return in time to plant crops for this season. Humanitarian activities have been halted 
or scaled back significantly in the worst-hit areas. Market disruptions and soaring food prices have been recorded in 
less affected areas, impairing food access for many poor households whose stocks have run out. 
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Protracted conflict and insecurity have led to abnormal livestock migrations, limited market functionality, high food 
prices, depletion of household food stocks and a rising cost of living.  In Greater Upper Nile region, where market 
functionality has particularly deteriorated, there are counties with no functioning markets at all. In other states, food 
prices are high, negatively affecting food security at a time when households increasingly rely on markets to meet their 
needs. Rising inflation, depreciation of the local currency, reduced stocks and diminished purchasing power have 
pushed the costs of living higher. In Juba, for example, prices of locally produced and imported cereals, vegetable oil 
and sugar are currently 90–100 percent above normal seasonal levels.  Across the country, the majority of the 
population is spending over 80 percent of income on food items. This has reduced expenditure on other key items such 
as medical and education fees, as well as investment in livelihoods. 

A further 4 million people are estimated to be in Phase 2 (Stress) by the end of April. By July, these populations will 
have depleted their stocks and adopted negative coping strategies, such as selling crucial assets, in order to access 
food, further increasing their vulnerability to Phase 3 (Crisis) levels of food insecurity.  

Populations that fled the latest fighting in southern Unity may not be able to receive or plant any crop seeds this 
year. The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has confirmed that people in Koch and Nhialdu are hiding in 
swamps and forest lands, too afraid to return to their villages. FAO is preparing to provide them with life-saving kits, in 
close collaboration with IOM, including fishing and vegetable kits as well as other non-food items, which would be 
transported via helicopters. 
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About 80 percent of counties in Greater Upper Nile, Warrap and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal are classified as having 
critical nutrition levels. In other states, the nutrition situation remains of concern, except in Western and Central 
Equatoria where it will likely remain stable due to the anticipated green harvests beginning in mid-July. Many 
households in the worst-affected areas of Greater Upper Nile, as well as displaced and host communities in 
neighbouring states, are relying on fish, livestock products (milk and blood) and wild foods to survive. Cereals have 
become increasingly scarce for many and there is growing concern about the lack of micronutrients and reduced 
dietary diversity.  
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The livestock situation remains of grave concern. Abnormal livestock migration patterns associated with conflict are 
continuing, escalating the threat of livestock diseases and outbreaks. Livestock migration patterns are also contributing 
to tensions between communities. In April 2015, the President of South Sudan issued a Decree for pastoralists to leave 
farmlands in Greater Equatoria and return to their places of origin. However, tensions and violence continue between 
livestock farmers and herders in the Equatorias, Western Bahr el-Ghazal and Lakes State. 

On the other hand, the traditional livestock migration from the Sudan into Northern Bahr el-Ghazal State proceeded 
peacefully this year. Livestock migration conferences took place earlier this year between the Dinka Malual of Aweil 
East and the Misseriya of Western Kordofan and between the Dinka Malual of Aweil North, West and Centre and 
Rizeigat of Eastern Darfur. The herds of all groups involved in the conferences were vaccinated by FAO.  


