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IN NUMBERS   

 
5.5 million 

People severely food insecure 
(IPC May-July 2017) 

 

>90 000 
People facing famine in the 

former Unity State  

   
>3.8 million 

People displaced by conflict   

 
$70 million 

Requested under FAO 
Emergency Livelihood 

Response Plan 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 The main planting season is underway in South Sudan and it is critical that farmers are able to safely access their fields 
for planting, weeding and harvesting. In 2016, despite the worsening security situation, South Sudan’s smallholder 
farmers produced over 825 000 tonnes of cereals, demonstrating that food production remains possible for millions.  

 FAO has received just USD 25 million of the USD 70 million requested for the Emergency Livelihood Response Programme. 

 Livelihood support is lifesaving. A single crop kit provided by FAO costs about USD 90* per family and can provide enough 
staple cereals for a full year for that family; a single fishing kit costs about USD 70* per family and provides around 3 000 kg of 
fresh fish every six months; while a single vegetable kit costs about USD 65* per family and provides about 1 tonne of fresh 
food.   
*Estimates including procurement, delivery, distribution and logistics expenses. 

   

MAP    

  

 

BACKGROUND   

Famine is ongoing in Unity State, with one in five households affected in Leer. Since the declaration of famine on 20 February, 
there has been a massive response from the international community. Despite this, the food crisis continues to worsen, as many 
have faced severe food insecurity for over a year. The situation is likely to deteriorate in Jonglei and Upper Nile in the next three 
months, with some pockets of northern Jonglei becoming increasingly isolated. The first rains arrived on time, and drought is abating 
in the semi-arid southeast of the country, providing much needed relief for Greater Kapoeta and Pibor. The IPC is currently being 
revised and the latest analysis will be released in the first week of June. Displacement figures continue to rise, as of the end of April, 
1.9 million people were internally displaced within South Sudan, and a further 1.83 million people have fled to neighbouring 
countries. The South Sudanese Pound (SSP) has devalued, as the economic crisis continues.  

 
 

INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY PHASE CLASSIFICATION  

May-July 2017 projection 

 

May-July 2016 



 

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE   

The ongoing conflict and deteriorating economic situation, continue to pose immense challenges to the work of FAO. Continued 
insecurity and the escalating economic crisis have rendered the food supply pipeline from Uganda to Juba dysfunctional and the 
recent trader strike continues to limit the use of the western corridor for trade (Juba-Nimule road, Greater Mundri and Mvolo, 
between Jur River and Tonj South). The destruction of markets further impedes the movement of goods. Entering the lean period, 
for the first time the Equatoria region may be facing a deficit in May 2017, as conflict reached the highly productive areas of the 
Greenbelt. Ultimately, peace is the only way for South Sudan to move towards self-sufficiency in food production, and ensure a food 
secure and prosperous future for its people. 
 
The increased prevalence of animal diseases, specifically the recent foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) outbreaks, is an additional major factor 
undermining livelihoods of pastoralists – one of the main livelihoods in South Sudan, where livestock are a mainstay for food and nutrition 
security and traditional relationships. Such diseases pose a serious threat to herds and milk production – particularly impacting on the 
nutrition and health of children as well as pregnant and breastfeeding women. FMD outbreaks are being investigated by FAO in Mayendit 
and Guit in Unity State, Aweil in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal and in Duk in Jonglei State.  
  

FAO RESPONSE, TARGETS AND FUNDING  

           

5.4 million targeted for support in 2017. With current funding, FAO has already reached 2.8 million 

people. 

2.8 million people (465 000 families) already reached with 

livelihoods assistance (crop, fishing and vegetable kits) in 2017 

  

 

 

                 

Animal health campaign: 

1.6 million animals reached to-date 

5 million animals targeted in 2017 

 

Famine response in Unity State: targeting 814 020 people 

 

    

 

 

FUNDING ASSESSMENTS 

Under the 2016-17 Emergency Livelihood Response Programme 
(ELRP), FAO is seeking USD 70 million. Of this, USD 25 million has 
been received.  

 

 The IPC Technical Working Group is currently undertaking an 
IPC analysis to ascertain the current food security situation 
across South Sudan and the results are expected to be released 
in early June 2017. Additionally, crop assessment teams have 
started their planting assessments in the Equatoria region.  

 

 
  

 

CONTACT 

Serge Tissot  |  FAO Representative  |  Juba, South Sudan  |  Serge.Tissot@fao.org   

Dominique Burgeon  |  Director, Emergency and Rehabilitation Division and Strategic Programme Leader, Resilience  |  
Rome, Italy  |  TCE-Director@fao.org  

Funding to-
date:

USD 25
millionFunding 

gap:
USD 45 
million

ELRP Donors:  Belgium, Norway, South Sudan Humanitarian Fund, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland, United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund, and the United States of America. 

199 000 people (33 131 households) have received livelihood 

assistance (crop, fishing and vegetable kits)  
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