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CHAD

A teachers strike since September due to 

non-payment of salaries continues to affect 

access to education throughout the country. 

In the eastern Ouaddai region, for instance, 

only around a quarter of the 365 schools are 

currently functioning. However, 90 per cent of 

them are private. As a result, parents in some 

localities have mobilized to recruit community 

teachers, but there are concerns about the 

quality of education provided by these 

teachers.

Improved assistance in hygiene, sanitation 

and water is needed to help stem an outbreak 

of Hepatitis E in the eastern Salamat region, 

where more than 250 cases have been 

reported since September. Eight people have 

died since the beginning of the outbreak, 

including two pregnant women and two 

children. Out of the 25 samples sent to a 

reference laboratory in Amsterdam, 20 have 

been confirmed positive. Hepatitis E is a viral 

infection of the liver common in areas with 

limited water supply and sanitation.

MALI

Around 100 Nigeriens have fled into Malian 

villages following armed attacks and a military 

operation in mid-November in Bani-Bangou

town in south-western Niger near the border 

with Mali. Some 300 Malian families have also 

fled further inland following the incident. 

Humanitarian partners in Ménaka in eastern 

Mali are working to provide shelter, food and 

basic household items. Civilians in northern 

Mali and nearby localities across the border 

continue to suffer recurrent armed attacks 

and persistent insecurity.
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NIGERIA

Humanitarian partners in Nigeria have 

requested for more than US$1 billion to 

provide assistance in 2017 to people in need 

in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states most-

affected by the Boko Haram-related 

violence. The plan will address the needs of 

almost 7 million people in dire need of 

nutrition, food, shelter, health, education, 

protection and the water and sanitation 

needs of a very vulnerable population. A 

projected 5.1 million people will face serious 

food shortages as the conflict and risk of 

unexploded improvised devices have 

hampered farming for a third year in a row, 

causing a major food crisis.

Nigeria on 29 November launched a national 

campaign to end child marriage. The country 

has the highest number of underage girls 

forced into early marriage with at least 49 

per cent of females married off before 

reaching 18 years. The drive aims to 

promote child protection rights and boost 

legal efforts to punish perpetrators. Early 

marriage and childbirth can be extremely 

harmful for girls, especially those under 18 

are more likely to suffer from fistula, die in 

childbirth and to give birth to stillborn babies. 

Children born to child mothers are more 

likely to suffer from stunting and wasting.
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