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CABO VERDE

Health officials on 24 June reported 11 Zika-

linked microcephaly cases, including one in a 

stillborn baby. The Health Ministry is 

monitoring 240 pregnant women infected with 

the virus. The first case of microcephaly 

associated with the virus was detected in 

March, six months after the disease was 

declared an epidemic. Over 7,500 suspected 

Zika cases have since been recorded , 65 per 

cent of them in women. Meanwhile, a vaccine 

against the virus has been approved for 

human trials, with results expected at the end 

of the year.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

On 20 June, the Ministry of Public Health 

reported suspected viral haemorrhagic fever 

cases in Kabo area in the western Ouham

prefecture. Eight cases, including three 

deaths have been recorded. The first 

laboratory tests on three blood samples 

tested negative for Ebola and Marburg 

viruses. Further blood samples are being 

tested in France. A crisis team comprising the 

Ministry of Health, WHO, Médecins Sans 

Frontières, Central African Red Cross and the 

International Committee of the Red Cross has 

been activated and is taking measures that 

include surveillance, community engagement, 

case management and laboratory services.

A UN peacekeeper was killed by armed 

attackers on 24 June and his body found at 

Bangui General Hospital, the peacekeeping 

force MINUSCA said. There has been a surge 

in violence in recent weeks in the country, 

including in the capital Bangui. SRSG Parfait 

Onanga-Anyanga condemned the killing, 

warning that it could constitute a war crime.
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On 21 June, heavy rains, strong winds and 

hailstones killed four people, injured 25 

others and destroyed 75 houses in Oum

Hadjer area in the central Batha region. 

More than 700 people have been left 

homeless. The French and the Chadian Red 

Cross societies have assessed humanitarian 

needs, which include shelter, food, WASH, 

NFI and healthcare. The French Red Cross 

is providing medical assistance and basic 

household items, but other needs are yet to 

be addressed. 

NIGERIA 

Tens of thousands of displaced people in 

Bama town in the north-eastern Borno State 

are facing acute food shortages and 

suffering from severe malnutrition. 

Humanitarian organizations have been 

providing assistance and are working to 

broaden response. On 21 June, a Médecins

Sans Frontières team visited a camp for the 

displaced in Bama and counted 1,233 

graves dug over the past year. Since 23 

May, at least 188 people have died in the 

camp - almost six people per day - mainly 

from diarrhoea and malnutrition. Between 13 

and 15 June, Nigerian authorities and a local 

NGO evacuated 1,192 people requiring 

medical care from Bama to Maiduguri, the 

capital of Borno.
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