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CABO VERDE 

The WHO announced that the strain of Zika

virus circulating in Cabo Verde is the same as 

the one that has infected some 1.5 million 

people in Brazil. The WHO says the strain 

was imported by a traveller coming from 

Brazil, before it began spreading locally last 

October. As of May, 7,557 suspected Zika

cases had been registered in Cabo Verde, as 

well as three cases of microcephaly. The 

information will help African countries to re-

evaluate their level of risk and adapt and 

increase their levels of preparedness. 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

Medical aid organisation Doctors Without 

Borders (MSF) has suspended its activities in 

part of the Central African Republic after a 

staff member was killed in an attack on a 

convoy on 18 May. The convoy which was  

transporting staff  and patients was stopped 

by armed men in Kouki in the Ouham

province, and the team was robbed of 

personal belongings and medication and one 

of the drivers was shot and killed. The NGO 

informed it will resume its activities when it 

receives adequate guarantees for the safety 

of its staff and the acceptance of its medical 

and humanitarian activities.

On 24 April clashes were reported between 

armed groups in the regions of Koui and in 

Bocaranga. An assessment mission identified 

over 16,000 people newly displaced in both 

regions. Assistance is being provided by 

partners through the distribution of non-food 

items and cooperation with the government. 
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In the north-eastern town of Bouna, the 

number of IDPs decreased from 2,800 to 

1,846. This figure results of urban IDPs 

returning to their homes, relocating with host 

families or renting new accommodation in 

the town of Bouna. However, no return 

movements to the villages of origin outside 

of Bouna have been registered. Clashes in 

Bouna between the Lobi and Fulani 

communities had triggered displacements 

late March.

LAKE CHAD BASIN 

From 16 to 19 May, a few days ahead of the 

World Humanitarian Summit, the United 

Nations Under-Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 

Coordinator Stephen O’Brien visited Niger 

and Nigeria, to take stock of the 

humanitarian situation in the Lake Chad 

Basin region and call for greater world 

attention on the crises unfolding in the 

region. 

NIGERIA 

On 17 May, the Civilian Joint Task Force 

reportedly rescued one of the more than 200 

girls kidnapped by Boko Haram from a 

school in Chibok, in the northeastern state of 

Borno in 2014. Currently, 218 girls still 

remain missing. They are believed to be 

located in the Sambisa forest where Boko 

Haram members have been hiding out.
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