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CHAD 

A rapid humanitarian response is underway 

following a fire at Dosseye refugee camp in 

southern Chad on 15 March. The fire, whose 

cause is still unknown, destroyed several 

huts, food stocks and household items. No 

casualties were reported. Dosseye camp 

hosts more than 12,000 refugees from the 

Central African Republic. 

CONGO

An outbreak of monkeypox has infected 20 

people and caused three deaths in the 

northern Likouala department, the Ministry of 

Health confirmed on 16 March. Patients are 

receiving free medical care and the authorities 

have ramped up epidemiological surveillance 

and banned the handling of monkeys and 

other wild animals. Monkeypox is transmitted 

from an infected monkey to humans and then 

from one person to another. There is no 

vaccine against the virus and only the 

symptoms are treated. The country’s last 

outbreak was in 2003 in the same 

department.

NIGER

Four health districts (Niamey 2, Niamey 3, 

Ouallam and Tillabéry) have reached the alert 

threshold for meningitis with more than 5 

cases per 100,000 inhabitants per week. In 

total, health authorities have registered 511 

suspected cases and 34 deaths between 2 

January and 12 March. The meningitis 

epidemiological season runs from December 

to June.
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NIGER 

School attendance continues to be 

hampered by insecurity and population 

movements in the southern Diffa region. 

Thirty schools hosting 1,280 students remain 

closed, while 121 schools were re-opened in 

October 2016 with the support of the Ministry 

of Education.

MALI

On 17 March, the Coordination des 

Mouvements de l’Azawad (CMA), a coalition 

of armed movements signatory to the June 

2015 peace agreement, signed an action 

plan with the UN to end and prevent the 

recruitment and use, sexual violence and all 

other grave violations against children. The 

plan is binding on all CMA entities and 

includes concrete measures to end and 

prevent child recruitment and abuse.

Several attacks against local and 

international humanitarian workers have 

been reported between 11 and 13 March in 

Gao, Timbuktu and Mopti regions, killing one 

person and leaving several injured. Gunmen 

hijacked vehicles and equipment and 

ambushed trucks transporting food aid. The 

incidents have prompted affected 

organisations to seek alternative means to 

assist those in need. 
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