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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Fighting between armed groups in the 

northern Kaga-Bandoro and Ndomete towns 

on 16 September claimed six lives, according 

to the UN peacekeeping force MINUSCA. 

Denouncing the violence and warning against 

attempts to cause instability in the country, 

MINUSCA has reinforced its presence in the 

two affected areas and intervened between 

the warring sides to safeguard civilians.

CHAD

The second of five polio immunization rounds 

started on 17 September. The nationwide 

vaccination campaign led by the Ministry of 

Health with support from UNICEF and WHO 

targets 3.3 million children under 5 years old 

and will be completed in November. The risk 

of an outbreak remains high in Chad, as three 

polio cases were recently discovered in Borno

State in neighbouring Nigeria.

The UN Central Emergency Response Fund 

(CERF) on 14 September allocated US$10 

million to provide assistance in four regions in 

the south to meet the needs of 210,000 

refugees and returnees from the CAR and 

their host communities. The funds will  

support seven projects aimed at providing 

emergency multi-sectoral assistance: 

boosting food security, nutrition services, 

access to health care, maintenance and 

improvement of water and sanitation 

infrastructure, rehabilitation of destroyed 

shelters and access to education.
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DR CONGO

Violent anti-government protests erupted on 

19 September in the capital Kinshasa and 

other cities in the country, resulting in the 

death of 17 people, including three 

policemen, according to the interior minister. 

The opposition says that up to 53 people 

died. The demonstrations were against 

perceived intention by President Joseph 

Kabila to prolong his tenure. Protests 

continued in the capital for a second day. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned 

the violence and called for restraint. Talks to 

resolve the crisis are ongoing, although 

major opposition parties have boycotted the 

talks. 

The yellow fever outbreak which started in 

Angola in December 2015 and spread to the 

Democratic Republic of Congo is now under 

control. There is no more the risk of a major 

epidemic, according to WHO. Since January, 

2,707 cases have been reported in all of 

DRC’s 26 provinces, with at least 76 

confirmed cases and 16 deaths. In Kinshasa 

alone, 7.7 million people were vaccinated in 

a recent immunization campaign. 

NIGER 

The Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for 

the Sahel, Toby Lanzer, on 15 September 

called for increased international support for 

the millions of people devastated by conflict, 

displacement and loss of livelihood across 

the Lake Chad Basin. He made the appeal 

at the end of a three-day visit to Niger’s 

south-eastern Diffa region. Inadequate 

funding and persistent insecurity are some of 

the main obstacles to reaching those most in 

need. So far this month, at least seven 

attacks have been reported in Diffa.
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