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Food security likely to improve in most areas following normal Meher harvest 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Following average to above-average June to September Kiremt 
rainfall, an average volume of Meher crop production is 
expected. This will result in improved food security, 
particularly from October to December in most crop producing 
areas of the country. However, starting in January, food 
security will likely decline in areas where long-cycle crops like 
maize and sorghum failed due to poor March to May Belg rains 
and the delay in the start of the Kiremt rains.  

 Due to prolonged dry weather, shortages of pasture and water 
continued in some areas in Afar Region. Livestock have poor 
body conditions and productivity, and many households now 
only have small herds. Some households are likely to remain in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through March.  

 In the areas that had below-average long-cycle crop 
production, including the Tekeze River catchment in eastern 
Amhara and Tigray Regions and the lowlands of East and West 
Hararghe and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region, food security 
is expected to deteriorate from Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from 
October to December to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from January to March as households quickly deplete their stocks.  

 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Current food security outcomes, October 2014 

 
Source: FEWS NET Ethiopia  

 
This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

Current Situation 
 

 Cumulative June to September Kiremt rains were near 
average to above average in amount and distributed normally 
in most parts of the country (Figure 1). Almost all of the 
available Meher land was cultivated. Inputs were available, 
and agricultural activities took place at mostly normal times. 
Planted crops are currently at seasonally normal 
developmental stages in most areas. The start of the green 
harvest has already increased household food access.  

 However, long-cycle maize and sorghum that were planted 
during the Belg are not performing well. These crops may not 
reach maturity in some areas in the Tekeze River catchment 
in eastern Amhara and Tigray Regions and some lowland parts 
of East and West Hararghe and West Arsi Zone in Oromia 
Region. These areas had a long dry spell from May to July at 
the end of the Belg and beginning of the Kiremt rains. 

 According to the Central Statistical Agency (CSA), Belg cereal 
production from June to August at the national level was 
about sixteen and fourteen percent above the five-year 
average and 2013, respectively. Much of the increase was due 
to increased production in Amhara and Southern Nations, 
Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region (SNNPR). The harvest was 
76 and 31 percent higher than the five-year averages in 
Amhara and SNNPR, respectively. However, 2014 production 
was 18 percent less than 2010, the most recent year of 
relatively high Belg production.  

 Rainfall in coffee-growing areas in Oromia and SNNPR has 
allowed mostly normal growth. There were no unusual pest 
infestations reported. Currently, the coffee plant is at its 
normal ripening stage. The five-year average of national 
coffee production tends to be around 3 million quintals 
(300,000 metric tons (MT)) with around 70 percent being 
produced in Oromia and most of the rest being produced in 
SNNPR.  

 In most southeastern pastoral areas in Somali Region, household level food access increased slightly in October, following 
the normally timed start of the Deyr rains. After below-average March to May Gu rainfall and the long June to September 
dry season, recent livestock births and better access to pasture and browse have increased household milk access.  

 Household food access increased in most parts of Afar and northern Somali Region due to improved livestock body 
conditions following average Karma/Karan rains in August and September, unlike the drier start of the season. The 
extension of the rains into October has also contributed pasture and water availability increasing in these areas. However, 
some areas in northern and southern Afar have been drier and have not had these increases in food access. 

 Staple food prices are still higher than last year and their five-year averages. According to the CSA’s September consumer 
price index (CPI) report, food price inflation in September 2014 was 3.6 percent at an annualized rate, a rate very slightly 
lower than in recent months.  

 With the Meher harvest having started, most areas in Tigray, Amhara, Oromia, and SNNPR including the western surplus-
producing areas of the country are at the seasonal peak of their food availability and access, and they are currently in 
Minimal (IPC Phase 1).  

Projected food security outcomes, October to 

December 2014 

 
Source: FEWS NET Ethiopia 

 

Projected food security outcomes, January March 

2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET Ethiopia 

 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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 In most parts of Afar and Somali Region, households are able 
to address their minimal food needs and are currently 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2). Poor livestock body conditions and 
productivity still persists in southern and northeastern Afar 
Region, Shebelle Zone in Somali Region, South Omo Zone in 
SNNPR, and Borena Zone in Oromia Region, and the 
associated restricted food access places poor households in 
these areas in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) 
but only with the presence humanitarian assistance.  

 The Tekeze River catchment in eastern Amhara and Tigray 
Regions and some lowland areas of East and West Hararghe 
and West Arsi Zone in Oromia Region are Stressed (IPC Phase 
2), primarily due to poor performance of both Belg and long-
cycle crops this year. 

 

Assumptions 
 
From October 2014 to March 2015, the projected food security 
outcomes are based on the following national key assumptions: 

 Following near average to above-average total June to 
September Kiremt rainfall with somewhat normal distribution in most areas, both soil moisture and temperatures 
supported mostly normal crop development. Therefore, a near average October to January national Meher harvest is 
assumed. 

 According to the latest, seasonal forecasts by the National Meteorological Agency (NMA), regional forecast centers, and 
global centers, the October to December Deyr/Hagaya rains are expected to be near normal in the southern and 
southeastern parts of the country. These rains are expected to result in seasonal increases in forage and water 
availability, leading to improved livestock body conditions and normal, seasonal livestock productivity. They will also 
support cropping in agropastoral areas.  

 In addition, the September/October to February Bega dry season is expected to be near normal in terms of temperature 
in most parts of the country. 

 With the anticipated near-average, national Meher production and near average Deyr/Hageya rains, the availability of 
local labor opportunities is expected to seasonally increase from October to January. 

 The Productive Safety Net Program (PSNP) for 2015 to 2019 has had planning completed, and it is expected to take place 
on a normal schedule from January to June 2015. PSNP is the government’s cash and food transfer program for the 
chronically food insecure.  

 Staple food prices are expected to decline from November 2014 through January 2015 due to increases in market supply 
from the Meher harvest, but they will likely to rise in February and March, following a normal, seasonal pattern. 

 Average coffee production is anticipated, so demand for coffee harvest labor from October through December is likely to 
be near normal. Coffee exports from Ethiopia are likely to increase, in part due to competitor countries’ below-average 
coffee production and prices. As a result, domestic coffee prices are also likely to increase due to the additional demand. 

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
Food security is expected to be stable in most parts of the country from October 2014 to March 2015. However, this is unlikely 
to be the case in some areas in Afar Region, the Tekeze River catchment in eastern Amhara and Tigray Regions, and the 
lowlands of East and West Hararghe and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region. The number of food insecure people that need 
assistance is currently less than last year and the five-year average, showing a slight decrease in acute food insecurity at the 
national level. The average number of people that need assistance at national level during October 2014 to March 2015 is 
estimated to be around 2.5 million people. This improvements are mainly attributed to the relatively better seasonal 
performance both during Belg and Meher seasons this year, especially in most parts of SNNPR, northeastern Amhara, and 

Figure 1. Percent of normal rainfall, June 1 to 

September 30, 2014, using African Rainfall 

Climatology-2 method (1981 to 2011 mean) 

 
Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA)/Climate Prediction Center (CPC) 

http://www.ethiomet.gov.et/
http://www.icpac.net/Forecasts/GHACOF38/GHACOF38_Statement.pdf
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/nmme/htmls2/season1_africa_prec_sklmsk_stdanom.shtml
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFR_CLIM/sea_meher_pnorm.jpg
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Tigray Regions. All these areas had near average Belg production and will follow this with an anticipated near average Meher 
harvest over the coming months, leading to sufficient household stocks and income from labor and crops sales.  
 
The humanitarian assistance requirement as of January 2015 are anticipated to be identified by the government-led multi-
agency assessment in November/December. Emergency humanitarian response is likely to be delivered in a timely manner 
and at an appropriate level. 
 
With anticipated near average October to January Meher production at the national level, households, particularly in the 
western surplus-producing areas as well as the highlands of eastern Oromia and SNNPR , are expected to address their food 
and non-food needs from their own production and from normal access to income, including local and migratory harvest 
labor and Meher crop sales. The expected average coffee production, and the anticipated higher global prices will encourage 
farmers and cooperatives to pay better prices to laborers in order to speed up the harvesting and processing. The number of 
coffee labor opportunities is likely to increase. Poorer households can earn more income than usual during the coffee harvest 
in November and December. Accordingly, the majority of the population would be able to meet both their essential food and 
non-food needs without engaging in atypical, unsustainable coping strategies to access food and income. As such, these areas 
will remain Minimal (IPC Phase 1) from October 2014 to March 2015.  

Following the October to January Meher harvest, food availability from own production will also increase in the eastern parts 
of Amhara and Tigray Regions as well as the lowlands of eastern Oromia and SNNPR. Therefore, most of eastern Amhara and 
Tigray Regions and the lowlands of eastern Oromia and SNNPR will be Minimal (IPC Phase 1) from October to December as 
households have adequate food and income for the time being. Early exhaustion of stocks from the last Belg harvest in Belg-
dominant areas in Amhara Region and the expected below average production for long-cycle maize and sorghum in some 
parts of eastern Tigray and the lowlands of SNNPR along the Rift Valley, food security is expected to deteriorate from Minimal 
(IPC Phase 1) from October to December to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from January to March 2015. Similarly, as stocks run out 
more quickly than typical, the food security situation is expected to deteriorate further from Stressed (IPC Phase 2) in October 
to December to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from January to March 2015 in the Tekeze River catchment in Amhara and Tigray Regions, 
the lowlands of East and West Hararghe, and the lowlands of West Arsi Zone in Oromia Region. 
 

AREAS OF CONCERN 
 

Northeastern and southern Afar Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
Cumulative rainfall over the past year during the January Dadaa, 
the March to May Sugum, and the June to September Karma rains 
was below average in most parts of Afedera and Bidu Woreda of 
Kilbati (formerly Zone 2) Zone, Elidar and Kuri Woredas of Awsi 
(formerly Zone 1) Zone, and Gewane, Amibara, and Awash Fentale 
Woredas of Gabi Zone (formerly Zone 3) in Afar Region. In 
particular, the onset of the 2014 Karma rains was delayed by two 
to three weeks and started in late July 2014 instead of mid-June. 
Abnormal dryness in June and July meant that pasture (Figure 2) 
and browse did not regenerate and water points were not 
replenished as would usually occur at that time of year.  
 
Pasture in most of the communal grazing areas including in Alta, Kelo, Molale, and Liyas is less available than normal and 
much of the grazing land has been invaded by non-native invasive weeds likeprosopis juliflora and pertinum. Shortages of 
pasture, browse, and water continue to hinder livestock production and productivity. Most big ruminants from Awash 
Fentale, Gewane, and Amibara migrated unusually since June to Meheret and Mengar Woredas of Amhara Region or to 
Fentale and Messio Woredas of Oromia. Grazing animals, cattle and sheep, have been the most affected this year due to the 
pasture shortage (Figure 3). No abnormal livestock disease outbreaks have been reported. In berkad and ella-dependent 
areas where people primarily source water from livestock from storage or catchments. These areas in Afdera and Bidu 
Woredas of Kilbati Zone and Elidar and Kuri Woredas of Awsi Zone continue to have very little water.  
 

Figure 2. Halyedegi communal grazing land in 

Amibara Woreda, Gabi Zone, Afar, September 25, 

2014 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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In October, areas along both the Awash and Kebena Rivers flooded 
as result of heavy, unusual rains in the highlands of Oromia. These 
floods in Amibara and Dulecha Woredas displaced more than 
28,000 people. Much of the area is still flooded. 
 
As result of poor livestock body conditions and increased supply 
on the market but low demand, livestock prices continue to 
decrease. On the other hand, cereal prices remain high due to low 
supply and high demand. For instance, in Amibara and Gewane 
Woredas in Gabi Zone, the September average goat or sheep sold 
for 30 percent less than in last year, but maize cost 20 percent 
more than last year.  
 
Malnutrition has increased in Bidu, Korri, Gewane, Amibara, and 
Awash Fentale Woredas. For instance, nutritional screening in 
August in Gewane Woreda reveals that out of 5,119 under five 
children screened, 279 (5.4 percent) were severally acutely 
malnourished and 860 (17 percent) were moderately acutely 
malnourished. As global acute malnutrition (GAM) tends to be around 15 percent in Afar, this is higher than is typical for this 
region. Similarly, 749 (59 percent) of 1,262 screened pregnant and lactating women were moderately malnourished.  
 

Currently, poor and very poor households in most parts of Afedera and Bidu Woreda of Kilbati Zone, Elidar and Kuri Woredas 
of Awsi Zone, and Gewane, Amibara, and Awash Fentale Woredas of Gabi Zone are unable to address their minimal food 
needs due to poor livestock productivity, low income from livestock sales, and high cereal prices. They are currently in Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3). 
 
Emergency food assistance is ongoing in these areas. They are currently classified as Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only due to 
the presence of humanitarian assistance.  
 

Assumptions  
 
In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for northeastern and southern Afar 
Region are based on the following assumptions: 

 The Dadaa rain in January is anticipated to be normal both in amount and distribution.  

 Recent unusual rainfall in October is expected to slightly improve pasture and browse growth. Moreover, pasture 
availability is expected to improve in the flooded areas in Amibara and Dulecha Woredas after the flood waters 
recede. 

 As the dry October to February Jilaal season progresses, livestock migration is likely to lead to concentration in a 
few areas. This is likely to lead to localized, inter-clan conflict over limited resources.  

 Livestock prices are expected to continue to decrease as a result of high supply and poor livestock body conditions. 

 As even the better-off have less income and fewer livestock than usual, social support is expected to not be 
available for most poor households.  

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
Following the anticipated normal Dadaa rains in January, browse and water availability are expected to briefly increase in 
availability. Pasture availability is not expected to improve significantly at that time. Overall, forage availability is unlikely to 
increase significantly until March when the Sugum rains start. Accordingly, livestock body conditions are likely to remain poor 
through March. Livestock production and productivity are likely to remain low. This means incomes are also likely to remain 
low.  
 
With the anticipated high level of livestock migration and expected resource conflict, incomes and food access are expected 

Figure 3. Poor cattle body conditions in Bolelta 

Kebele, Awash Fentale Woreda, Gabi Zone, Afar, 

September 23, 2014 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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 to decline. Livestock products will provide less food than usual. 
Malnutrition is likely to remain prevalent with no anticipated 
increase in milk production or household income between now 
and March. Therefore, poor will continue to be in Crisis (IPC Phase 
3) through March 2015. 
 

Kelafo, Mustahil, and Ferfer Woredas of Shebelle 
(formerly Gode) Zone in Somali Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
The March to May Gu rains were well below average (Figure 4) 
which along with high temperatures during the June to September 
Xagaa dry season led to early depletion of pasture and water 
resources. Livestock have been concentrated around water points. 
Livestock body conditions are poor, and milk production is low. 
Income from livestock sales is typically near its peak in 
August/September, but this year it was below normal due to poor 
livestock body conditions. The below-average rainfall also led to 
well below average crop production in riverine and agropastoral 
areas. 
 
The 2014 October to December Deyr rains usually start in early 
October but they have not yet started in riverine areas. However, 
unusual heavy rains in October in highland and midland areas of Oromia Region flooded riverine areas. It was reported that 
about 18,000 households were displaced, 5,200 livestock died, and 15 people died. Some of the last green grazing land is 
currently flooded.  
 
With well below-average Gu crop production, cereal prices have increased. For instance, the September price of maize was 
60 percent higher than last year in Gode.  
 
From July to August, nutrition admissions to clinics increased slightly in Somali Region. 928 severely malnourished children 
were admitted to therapeutic feeding programs in August 2014 with report completion rate of 41 percent 841 were admitted 
in July with a similar number of clinics reporting. These areas are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with the presence 
of humanitarian assistance. 

 
Assumptions  
 
In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for the Kelafo, Mustahil, and Ferfer 
Woredas of Shebelle Zone in Somali Region are based on the following assumptions: 

 Further river flooding and flash floods are expected between now and the end of the Deyr rains in December.  

 Due to poor market integration with other areas of the country, cereal prices are likely to remain at their elevated 
levels through at least December. 

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
With current and expected floods, pasture availability is likely to remain very low in riverine areas in Shebelle Zone resulting 
further deterioration in livestock body conditions and declines in productivity. With no expected increase in incomes and 
continued high prices, households will continue to address their minimal food needs primarily with humanitarian assistance. 
They will not have enough income to address their non-food needs like purchasing agricultural inputs and livestock drugs. 
They are likely to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with the presence of continued humanitarian assistance from 
October to December. 
 

Figure 4. March 1 to May 31, 2014 anomaly in 

millimeters (mm) from 1983-to-2013 mean, Climate 

Hazards Group Infrared Precipitation with Station 

data (CHIRPS) methodology 

 
Source: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)/FEWS NET 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/
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However, browse, pasture, and water availability are expected to increase following the anticipated average to above-
average October to December Deyr rains, especially once the flood waters recede. As these become available, livestock body 
conditions will improve, and milk production and consumption will increase. From January to at least March, livestock 
productivity should slowly return towards normal. Also, as March approaches, some areas are likely to harvest flood recession 
crops. Poor households will likely address their minimal food even in the absence of humanitarian assistance. They are likely 
to be Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from January to March 2015.  
 

The Tekeze River catchment: the lowlands of Wag Hemira Zone, neighboring areas in North Gondar Zone in 
Amhara, and adjoining areas in Tigray Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
Normally, households plant long-cycle sorghum in late April or early May. However, this year, it was very dry at that time of 
year, so many households did not plant long-cycle sorghum.  
 
The June to September Kiremt rains normally starts in late June, but this year they were delayed by about four weeks this 
year and started in July in the lowlands of Wag Hemira and neighboring areas including Beyda and East Belesa Woredas in 
North Gondar Zone in Amhara and Tselemti, Tangua Abergele, and Raya Azebo Woredas in Tigray Region. Once the rains 
started, the amount of rains in July and August was well below average. Its frequency was erratic, and it was spatially uneven 
in its distribution. Some areas even received only two to three days of rain until late August. While planted area was also low, 
the rainfall performance retarded the growth of many crops. In most cases, sorghum wilted or dried out. However, in late 
August and early September, Kiremt rainfall was much heavier and more evenly distributed. The rains even extended for 
longer in September than usual. While this did not effect the long-cycle crops, replanted short-cycle sorghum and other short-
cycle crops grew during this time. In particular, teff has been growing well. Currently, most planted crops are at the grain-
filling stage. Forage and water supply are also increasingly available for livestock, improving livestock body conditions to 
normal. 
 
Market supplies are currently very low as this year’s harvest has not yet entered the market. Staple food prices have kept 
increasing since May. In Sekota in Wag Hemira in September, sorghum was 20 percent higher than in May. Livestock supply 
and market prices have not behaved abnormally. With low long-cycle crop production, agricultural labor demand has been 
low.  
 
Despite poor performance of sorghum, poor households started consuming the green and dry harvest in October. Households 
are also purchasing some food with income from local casual labor and agricultural labor. Incomes from livestock and livestock 
product sales are more normal and an important source of cash in this area. The poor are currently able to meet their 
minimum food requirements, but they are unable to meet all their non-food needs and currently are Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 
 

Assumptions 
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
The anticipated sorghum harvest is expected to be 60 percent below average. The sorghum crop contributes over 35 percent 
of annual food for poorer households in these areas. From October to December, households will consume the sorghum they 
do harvest along with other crops like millet. They should be able to address their food consumption needs from own 
production through December. Households are expected to have some income to purchase food from harvest labor. Also, as 
staple food prices decline from October to January, income from labor and other sources will last for a while. Thus, poor and 
very households will be able to address their minimal food needs and remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from October to 
December.  
 
However, as household stocks will start to diminish earlier than usual in January, when normally they would last until March. 
By January, households will have less cash income as it becomes seasonally difficult to find labor opportunities. By February,  
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staple food prices will increase, causing household purchasing 
power to decline. Thus, poor households will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 
3) from January to March. 
 

Lowlands of East and West Hararghe and West Arsi Zones 
in Oromia Region  
 
Current Situation 
 
The March to May Belg rains ceased early in April, while they 
normally would not end until mid-May. The harvest of short-cycle 
Belg crops was thus below average. It remained dry until the onset 
of June to September Kiremt rains that started in late June, about 
three weeks later than usual. As it was dry in April and May, many 
households did not plan long-cycle maize, leading to below 
average planted area.  
  
The late start of the Kiremt was followed by erratic timing of the 
rains and highly uneven distribution. This retarded the growth of 
planted long-cycle maize, and in most cases, maize wilted or dried. 
Many farmers attempted to replant, but the delay of the start of the rains, delayed replanting. In the areas where maize 
matured, it is stunted and holds fewer ears than normal (Figure 5). In late August, the amount of Kiremt rainfall increased. 
Distribution become more normal. Unusually, instead of ending in September, the rains continued into early October. Late 
planted and replanted short-cycle crops including teff, haricot beans, and wheat have continued to grow. Currently, short-
cycle crops are mostly at the grain-filling and maturity stages.  
 
The rains have now seasonally increased pasture and water availability. As a result, in central Oromia, livestock body 
conditions improved, but they have not yet returned to normal following the dry period. In the lowlands of eastern Oromia, 
forage and water supply has increased. Most surface ponds are replenished, but water availability remains below typical for 
this time of year in Meyu Muluke and Kumbi Woredas in East Hararghe Zone and Midegatola and Burkadimtu Woredas in 
West Hararghe Zone. 
 
In September in most markets, cereal prices increased as is seasonally normal right before the start of the Meher harvest 
when supply is at its lowest. However, the maize slightly decreased due to in the arrival of supplies from neighboring areas 
of SNNPR and other parts of Oromia. Livestock prices in West Arsi were lower than in recent months due poor livestock body 
conditions and the seasonally low demand.  
 
With the recent start of both the green and dry harvest, poor households in the lowlands of West Arsi and East and West 
Hararghe are addressing their current food consumption needs from their own Meher harvest. Harvest labor income and the 
recent decline in maize prices is also contributing to food access. Most poor and very poor households in this area of concern 
are currently at either Minimal (IPC Phase 1!) with ongoing relief assistance or Stressed (IPC Phase 2).  
 

Assumptions 
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
Meher maize production is expected to be below normal in these areas. However, households will have income from harvest 
labor from October to December. Though livestock sales are not the primary source of income in these areas, they will also 
contribute to household income. The expected decline in staple food prices from October to December will allow this income 
to purchase more food. Households will also have some maize and other crops from the harvest. 
 

Figure 5. Mature, stunted maize in Shala Woreda, 

West Arsi Zone, Oromia, September 24, 2014 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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Poor households in the lowlands of East and West Hararghe and 
West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region will be Minimal (IPC Phase 1!) 
with ongoing emergency assistance or Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from 
October to December 2014. As their meager stocks are depleted, 
households will move into Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from January to 
March 2015. 
 
However, stocks are likely to be depleted even as early as January 
in some areas. The areas with the smallest harvest are likely to be 
Shala, Siraro, Shashemene, and Arsi Negelle Woredas in West Arsi 
Zone, Meyu Muluke and Kumbi Woredas in East Hararghe Zone, 
and Midegatola and Burkadimtu Woredas of West Hararghe Zone. 
These areas will move from Stressed (IPC Phase 2) to Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) from January to March. 
 

OTHER AREAS 
 

Southern pastoral and agropastoral areas in Oromia and 
SNNPR 
 
The March to May Genna rainfall was below average. These have 
resulted in below average Genna crop production in agropastoral areas. Most households have already consumed these 
stocks. The Genna rains are followed by the June to September dry season when high temperatures led to a faster than usual 
decrease in the availability of water and pasture for livestock. Pasture, browse, and water are most difficult to find in Dilo, 
Dire, Dhas, and Moyale Woredas in Borena Zone in Oromia, Sewena, Rayitu, Dawe Sarar, and Dawe Kachan Woredas in Bale 
Zone in Oromiak, and most of South Omo Zone.  
 
Locally produced staple food supply is low due to both the below-average Genna production and the fact that maize supplies 
from western surplus-producing areas have not yet arrived. Cereal prices in September reached record levels. Normally, they 
start to decline in September as both Genna crops and maize from the West arrive in markets. Poor livestock body conditions 
have resulted in livestock prices declining in recent months. With rising cereal prices and falling livestock prices, livestock-to-
cereal terms of trade have declined. Poor households are Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) and only able to meet their current minimal 
food needs through ongoing emergency food assistance. 
 
The October to December Hageya rains started late (Figure 6), but they are likely to be near average over the course of the 
season. The rains should allow Hageya crops to develop normally. The regeneration of pasture and browse and refilling of 
water sources will increase livestock production and productivity. Households will gain some food from livestock products 
and sales, and as staple food prices decline, their purchasing power will increase. However, herd sizes will not return to 
normal in one season. Thus, poor households will have a gradual increase in access to food and income and will improve from 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only due to the presence of humanitarian assistance from October to December to Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2) from January through March 2015. 
 

Southern and southeastern Somali Region 
 
The below average March to May Gu rains were followed by a warmer than usual June to September Xagaa dry season, which 
resulted in early depletion of pasture and water. As a result, livestock production and productivity are below average. Poor 
body conditions have led to lower prices. In September, goat or sheep prices were 9 and 23 percent less than last year in 
Nogob and Korahe, respectively. The September sorghum price in Korahe was 83 percent above last year. With limited income 
and higher food prices, most households are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 
 
In October, the Deyr rains started on time most areas. This rain is anticipated to continue normally, and it will help to increase 
pasture and water availability. This will lead to a slight improvement of livestock body conditions, increased livestock 
production, and increased livestock productivity from October through March. However, this year the livestock will recover 
more slowly due to the especially long dry period and their very poor body conditions. Livestock prices are likely to increase 

Figure 6.  Percent of normal rainfall, October 1 to 

30, 2014, using African Rainfall Climatology-2 

method (1981 to 2011 mean) 

 
Source: NOAA/CPC 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFR_CLIM/sea_deyr_pnorm.jpg
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with improved livestock body conditions, but staple food prices are likely to remain stable but high through March. Most 
households are likely to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through the October to December Deyr rains and the January to March 
2015 Jilaal dry season. 
 
Most parts of Awsi (formerly Zone 1), Kilbati (formerly Zone 2), Fanti (formerly Zone 4), and Khari (formerly 
Zone 5) in Afar Region and Sitti (formerly Shinile) and Fafan (formerly Jijiga) Zones in northern Somali Region 
 
The June to September 2014 Karma/Karan rains started to three weeks late, but they were near normal in amount and 
distribution in most areas. They also extended into October. This allowed some growth and development of pasture and 
browse and also improved water availability. As a result, livestock body conditions have improved, and livestock production 
has increased. In agropastoral and agricultural areas, wheat, teff, and short-cycle maize and sorghum area at normal 
developmental stages. 
 
The available rangeland resources should last through March. However, livestock prices are low due to low demand, and 
cereal are high due to seasonally low supply. For example in September 2014 in Shinile in northern Somali, an average quality 
goat or sheep’s price was 28 percent less than last year, but the sorghum price was 10 percent higher than last year. Similarly, 
in Jijiga in northern Somali, the September sorghum price was 35 percent higher than last year, but goat or sheep prices were 
the same as last year. A near average harvest in November and December in agropastoral and agricultural areas is likely to 
lead to local declines in cereal prices. The livestock-to-cereals terms of trade have fallen over the past year, and they are 
unlikely to significantly recover by March. These areas are expected to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) until the Diraac/Sugum 
rains start in March. 
 

EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 
Table 1: Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming six months. Learn more here. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Meher-producing 

areas 

Heavy and unseasonable rainfall in 

November and December  

A further reduction in Meher production during the 

harvest and high post-harvest losses would be likely. This 

would reduce the availability of food on markets and at 

the household level. 

Pastoral areas Livestock disease outbreaks Body conditions would deteriorate, and productivity 

would decline. Reduced milk from lactating animals and 

reduced income from livestock sales would likely follow.  

Southern and 

southeastern 

pastoral and 

agropastoral areas 

Far below average October to 

December Deyr/Hagaya rainfall 

This would decrease pasture, browse, and water 

availability and likely lead to higher phases of acute food 

insecurity in some areas. 

Nationwide Delays in humanitarian assistance or in 

the distribution of PSNP resources 

An increase in the local rates of malnutrition in affected 

areas as acute food insecurity reduces food consumption 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

