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Below-average Belg rainfall led to low area planted 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Thus far, the February to May Belg rains have been below 
average in amount and erratically distributed. As a result, area 
planted is very low, and the crops that have been planted are 
not performing well. Poor households’ income from 
agricultural labor is also less than usual, reducing current food 
access.  

 With likely below-average cumulative Belg rainfall, Belg crop 
production this year is likely to be well below average in 
June/July. As a result of low production and low labor demand, 
food security will deteriorate in the Belg-producing areas in 
eastern Amhara and Tigray, Southern Nations, Nationalities, 
and Peoples’ Region (SNNPR), and eastern and central Oromia 
from July to September. Most of these areas will move from 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from April to June to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
from July to September. 

 In Borena Zone in southern Oromia and Dassench Woreda in 
SNNPR, low pasture availability caused by the well below 
average October to December rainfall and a very warm dry season has led to poor livestock body conditions and very 
low milk production. While the March to May Genna rains have started, livestock body conditions have not yet recovered, 
and income from livestock sales and livestock product sales still remains low. Staple food prices will seasonally increase 
over the coming months, and rangeland resources are unlikely to fully recover with high likelihood of below-average 
rainfall through May. As the dry season and secondary lean season approaches in August, households will move from 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) with humanitarian assistance from April to June to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current food security outcomes, April 2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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SEASONAL CALENDAR IN A TYPICAL YEAR 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Current Situation 
 

 The Belg rains started three to four weeks late. 
Cumulative February to May rainfall so far has been well 
below average (Figure 1) with erratic spatial and temporal 
distribution. Unusually dry conditions delayed land 
preparation in February, and planted area is well below 
average. As the planting window for Belg crops is around 
the end of April, planted area is likely to remain well 
below average.  

 In Afar, similarly, the start of the March to May Sugum 
rains was around three weeks late. Cumulative rainfall so 
far has been below average. Effectively, the long October 
to February dry season continues. Pasture and water have 
become even less available than before. Livestock body 
conditions are emaciated, and livestock production is low. 
Accordingly, households’ food access from their livestock 
and livestock-related income, particularly in northeastern 
and southern areas, remains low.  

 Staple food prices started to increase from March to April 
in a mostly seasonal pattern as households are drawing 
down their stocks from the October to January Meher 
harvest and more households are purchasing food from 
markets. According to the Central Statistical Agency 
(CSA), food price inflation in March was 6.3 percent at an 
annualized rate, similar to the 6.0 percent rate from 
February.  

 Increased admissions to therapeutic feeding programs 
(TFP) were reported in March, indicating likely increasing 
rates of malnutrition, especially from the driest areas 
including parts of eastern Amhara, northeastern Afar, and 
some lowlands in East and West Hararghe, Arsi, West Arsi, 
Guji, and Borena Zones of Oromia Region. 

 Households in most areas in Tigray, Amhara, Oromia, and 
Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region 
(SNNPR) including the western surplus-producing areas 
are able to meet their essential food and non-food needs from their own Meher harvest and income generated from 
Meher crop sales and remain in Minimal (IPC Phase 1). 

 Due to well below normal Meher production, poor households in the Tekeze River catchment in eastern Amhara and 
Tigray Regions and households in some lowland areas of East and West Hararghe and West Arsi Zones in Oromia 
Region have exhausted their stocks from their own production up to three months early, and they are needing to 
purchase all of their food from markets. With rising staple food prices and low income from livestock sales due to poor 
livestock body conditions, poor households are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

 Pasture and water availability continues to be low in northeastern and southern Afar and most of Borena Zone in 
Oromia Region. This is mainly related to poor performance of previous rainy seasons. Livestock body conditions have 
further deteriorated, livestock production declined, and unseasonal migration of livestock has been observed since the 
premature end of rainy seasons in these areas last year. With unusually low incomes from livestock and livestock product 
sales, households are unable to afford adequate quantities of food and are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). In the areas  

Projected food security outcomes, April to June 2015

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 

Projected food security outcomes, July to September 

2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic food 
insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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of northern Borena Zone that had more rainfall last 
year, households are Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only 
with the presence of humanitarian assistance. 

 

Assumptions 
 
From April to September 2015, the projected food 
security outcomes are based on the following national 
assumptions: 

 Cumulative February to May Belg rainfall and March 
to May Diraac/Sugum rainfall, with most of the 
season having been well below average already, is 
expected to be below average.  

 Cumulative March to May Gu/Genna rainfall in the 
southern pastoral areas has been a mix of more 
rainfall in southern Somali and less in parts of Borena 
Zone thus far. This rainfall is likely to be near average 
to below average in cumulative amount. 

 Belg crop production in June/July is likely to be below 
average in both southern and northern Belg-growing areas. 

 Staple food prices are likely to continue to seasonally and gradually increase in most parts of the country between now 
and September as stocks from the Meher harvest are drawn down. However, following the likely below-average Belg 
harvest, prices will likely rise more rapidly in Belg-producing areas in northeastern Amhara, eastern and central Oromia, 
and SNNPR.  

 The June to September Kiremt/Karma/Karan rains are likely to start on time and have average to below average amounts 
of rain. 

 While income from agricultural labor related to the Meher crops is expected to be normal from June to September, 
agricultural labor income related to Belg crops from April to July is likely to be lower than usual. 

 Both emergency food aid and resource transfers from the Productive Safety Nets Program (PSNP) are likely to continue 
as scheduled from April to June. Emergency assistance is likely to continue after June in some areas. 

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
In the western and central surplus-producing areas, households will continue to be able to meet their essential food and 
nonfood needs and remain at Minimal (IPC Phase 1). 
 
Even with some rain likely in May, pasture and water availability is not expected to significantly improve in southeastern and 
southern Afar, most parts of Borena Zone in Oromia Region, and the lowlands in South Omo Zone in SNNPR. As a result, 
livestock body conditions are not expected to significantly improve, and livestock production and productivity will remain 
low.  Therefore, with limited income from livestock and livestock product sales, these areas will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
from April to June. In areas with more rangeland resources in northern Borena and the southern lowlands in South Omo Zone 
such as in Dassench Woreda in SNNPR will remain Stressed (IPC Phase2!) but only with ongoing humanitarian assistance. 
Following the anticipated near average to below average June to September Karan/Karma rains, water and pasture 
availability will increase. Household incomes and milk access will also increase in southern Afar. With continued humanitarian 
assistance, poor households in these areas will be able to address their minimal food needs and they will be Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2!) from July to September in southern Afar.  
 
On the other hand, with the long dry season during June to September in Borena and South Omo Zones, household food and 
income access from livestock is expected to further decline. Therefore, poor households in lowlands of Borena and Dassench 
Woreda in South Omo Zone will remain or move into Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September.  
 

Figure 1. Cumulative rainfall February 1 to April 29, 2015 as 

a percent of the 1981-to-2010 mean, African rainfall 

climatology-2 (ARC2) methodology 

 
Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)/Climate 

Prediction Center (CPC) 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/cpc_intl/africa/africa.shtml
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/cpc_intl/africa/africa.shtml
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While poor households along the Rift Valley in SNNPR and central Oromia are able to address their minimal food needs with 
ongoing humanitarian assistance, they will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) from April to June. However, Belg production will likely 
be below average. Households will have low incomes from agricultural labor during the Belg, and staple food prices are likely 
to rise. Therefore, poor households in these areas will move to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September.  
 
Although income from agricultural labor during Meher cropping is expected to be normal with the likely near normal June to 
September rainfall in the Tekeze River catchment in eastern Amhara and Tigray Regions, some lowland areas of East and 
West Hararghe and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region will have households with insufficient incomes given likely increases in 
staple food prices. Accordingly, poor households in these areas will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through September.  
 
March to May Diraac/Sugum/Gu rains started and have had moderate amounts of rainfall in some pastoral areas in central 
and western Afar and northern and eastern parts of Somali Region. These have helped to regenerate pasture and browse and 
increase water availability, resulting in improved livestock body conditions and increased milk availability. Following several 
seasons of near normal or better than usual rangeland conditions, herd sizes are expected to slowly increase, increasing 
household purchasing power and eventually food security. However, the anticipated increase in staple food prices will still 
lead to a decline in the livestock-to-grain Terms of Trade (ToT), with households needing to sell more livestock to purchase 
cereals. Household income from livestock sales, self-employment, charcoal production, and other sources will not be able to 
keep up with the increasing prices. Despite some recent increase in herd sizes, poor households will still not be able to address 
all their necessary non-food needs. Therefore, most households in these areas will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through 
September.  
 
However, following the decline of pasture, browse, and water availability due to below average October to December 2014 
Deyr rainfall and slower than usual recovery of availability following the start of the March to May Gu rains in parts of Shebelle, 
Afder, and Liben Zones, livestock migration is expected to intensify. Accordingly, milk availability will decline seasonally during 
the dry July to September Xagaa season as pasture availability and the number of milking animals decrease. Recently, the 
number of refugees arriving at the Dollo Odo Camps has increased to around 400 people per week. Continued arrivals will 
likely put additional pressure on the local communities in that area as they compete for access to resources with refugees. 
Therefore, poor households in these areas will remain in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from April to June and Stressed (IPC Phase2!) 
but only with the presence of humanitarian assistance from July to September as food access declines during the lean season.  
 

AREAS OF CONCERN 
 

Lowlands of Wag Himra and neighboring areas in North Gondar Zone in northern Amhara Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
Thus far the Belg rains have been below average in amount. The late start of the rains and dry spells have prolonged the low 
availability of pasture and water. Livestock have been kept in migration to the areas where they can access these resources, 
mostly within these zones. Households are currently selling livestock to finance purchases of cereals and, in some cases, out 
of fear of being unable to keep livestock fed and watered until the Kiremt rains start in June. With more livestock on the 
market, livestock prices have declined. Distribution of emergency relief food is occurring in the lowlands of Wag Himra Zone, 
and two rounds of Productive Safety Nets Program (PSNP) transfers have been completed. With high demand, staple food 
prices have been seasonally increasing despite steady supply from surplus-producing areas in the west. Poor and very poor 
households remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  
 

Assumptions  
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
Poor and very poor households had few stocks this year, and those were exhausted by the end of 2014. Households will 
continue to rely on market purchases of food through September and beyond. Income from livestock sales will not increase 
until rangeland conditions improve after the start of the Kiremt rains in June. Following the start of the rains, there will be 
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some additional income from agricultural labor, but with likely rising staple food prices, households will be unable to afford 
adequate quantities of food. Poor and very poor households will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through September. 
 

Lowlands of East and West Hararghe, East Shewa, and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
With well below average maize harvests last year, households 
exhausted their stocks around three months earlier than 
normal and are currently buying food from the market. 
 
The March to May Belg rains started three to four weeks later 
than normal. In early April, there was a dry spell of around two 
weeks. As a result, planted area for long-cycle maize is low in 
most of the areas. For example, only 31 percent of the normal 
area has been planted in West Hararghe Zone in February while 
last year, 70 percent was planted at that time (Figure 2). 
Planting has not even started in East Shewa and West Arsi yet. 
Low planting has reduced agricultural labor demand. 
 
Pasture and water availability remain low due to the dry conditions. Some livestock are being fed reserved crop residues due 
to the lack of pasture. Livestock body conditions are below normal as is productivity. Livestock in West Arsi Zone have been 
migrated to the Bulbula and Blate Rivers for water. Those from East and West Hararghe Zones remain in the Mojo, Awash, 
Gobele, and Wabi River Valleys.  
 
Staple food prices have increased seasonally. Livestock prices are lower than last year as more households are selling. For 
instance, the February goat prices in Meisso in West Hararghe and Chinakson in East Haraghe were 15 and 21 percent lower 
than last year, respectively.  
 
Conditions are especially dry in parts of West Hararghe Zone. People are spending five to eight hours to get water, instead of 
a typical hour or so. Some people are buying water. 
 
Malnutrition is high in the lowlands of West Arsi Zone. The outpatient therapeutic program (OTP) admissions in Shala Woreda 
in March were the highest they have been in the last three years at 36 percent higher than during the lean season last 
September. Poor and very poor households in Siraro and Shala Woredas in West Arsi Zone, Meisso, Boke, and Hawi Gudina 
Woredas in West Hararghe Zone, and Meyu and Qumbi Woredas in East Hararghe Zone are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
 

Assumptions  
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
Income from livestock sales is expected to be limited by low prices due to poor livestock body conditions. In addition, low 
planted area is likely to continue to lead to unusually low demand for agricultural labor.  With anticipated further increases 
in staple food prices between now and September, households will continue to be unable to afford adequate quantities of 
food and remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from April to June.  
 
While labor demand will likely increase after the start of the Kiremt rains in June, staple food prices are likely to continue to 
rise. These areas will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September and likely until the start of the Meher harvest in 
November. 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Land preparation starting, Meyu Woreda, 

East Hararghe Zone, Oromia, March 20, 2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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Lowlands of Borena Zone in southern Oromia Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
Despite the timely onset of the March to May Genna rains after 
the extended dry season, most lowland areas in Borena Zone 
have so far received only two to three days of rains and have 
had almost no rain since the last week of March. Genna rainfall 
has thus been below average. Pasture, browse and water 
availability remain low. As a result, livestock are emaciated and 
weak (Figure 3), particularly in Dire, Dillo, Mio, and Moyale 
Woredas. The World Food Program (WFP) reports that in 
February and March, more than 6,000 head of cattle and about 
2,000 goats and sheep died. More than 25,000 cattle are so 
weak they are being hand fed. 
 
Almost all ponds are dried-up, and traditional wells have low amounts of water left. Most mechanized, pump groundwater 
systems are not fully functioning. This has caused households to travel long distance in search of water. Currently, more than 
110,000 people living in 89 Kebeles need water interventions. Telltale, Arero, Yabello, Dhas, Melka Soda, Dugna Dawa, Dillo, 
Moyale, Miyo, and Dire have the most households with poor water access. Livestock migration has unseasonably intensified.  
 
Livestock prices have declined due to poor livestock body conditions and low demand. Staple food prices are high, so 
livestock-to-cereal Terms of Trade (ToT) are below average.  
 
Poor households in the lowlands of Borena Zone are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). However, northern Borena had more 
rainfall in recent seasons and is currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) only with ongoing humanitarian assistance.  
 

Assumptions  
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
With few livestock births expected and little improvement in rangeland conditions, livestock body conditions are likely to 
remain poor, keeping prices low. Staple food prices will likely rise between now and September, further eroding purchasing 
power. Poor households in northern Borena will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) with the ongoing humanitarian assistance 
from April to June and move into Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September as rangeland conditions and subsequently 
livestock body conditions degrade further during the dry season. Households in the southern lowlands of Borena will remain 
in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through September.  

 
Belg-producing areas in northeastern Amhara and Tigray Regions 
 

Current Situation 
 
Belg 2015 rains started three to four weeks late in northeastern Amhara and Tigray Regions. Three to four days of near normal 
amounts of rain fell in mid- to late March, but a dry spell started in early April. The rains were enough to start land preparation 
and planting, particularly, in North and South Wollo Zones in Amhara. Planted area is low. Around 90 percent of land typically 
planted has been prepared, but planted area is only30 to 40 percent of average. With little planting occurring, agricultural 
labor demand is low. The planting window for Belg crops is now closed. Planted crops are mostly at the germination stage. 
 
Although supply from the surplus-producing areas is stable, staple food prices have increased. With lower than usual incomes 
from agricultural labor, households purchasing power is lower than normal for this time of year. Poor households are 
currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 
 

Figure 3. Cattle with poor body conditions, March 

2015 

 
Source: Borena Zone Early Warning Task Force 



ETHIOPIA Food Security Outlook April to September 2015 

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 8 
 

Assumptions  
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
Household food access will continue to decline during the April to June lean season as few agricultural labor opportunities 
will be available. The Belg harvest in July will be well below-average.  Poor households will have even less income over time 
and become Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only due to the presence of humanitarian assistance from July to September.  
 

Lowlands in Sidama, Wolayita, Gurage, Silte, Gamo Gofa Zones, and Halaba Special Woreda in SNNPR 
 
Current Situation 
 
Long-cycle maize and sorghum production was below average last year as was production of haricot beans and hot pepper. 
The Belg rains started four to five weeks late. With a mostly dry March, sweet potatoes that are normally consumed at this 
time of year have not performed well. There has been low planted area for Belg cereals, vegetables, and cabbage. Warmer 
than normal temperatures have allowed the spread of some insects and worms that are consuming sweet potatoes before 
they can be harvested. Land preparation was conducted on near normal amounts of land, but there has generally been 
inadequate moisture for planting.  
 
Staple food prices varied across different markets, but most were stable or have moderately increased in recent months. 
From February to March,  maize prices in Karati and Sodo increased three and 11 percent, respectively. With low demand for 
agricultural labor due to low planting, in February agricultural labor wages were around a third lower than late last year. 
Cattle body conditions have deteriorated in recent months, but livestock prices remained stable due to high demand for 
Easter in early April. 
 
From January to February, the number of children admitted to therapeutic feed programs (TFP) increased 15 percent. 
Increase admissions were noted in Boricha, Shebedino, Dale, and Aleta Wondo of Sidama Zone, and Halaba Special Woreda. 
Poor households are coping to purchase food, including by increasing charcoal production and firewood collection. These 
areas are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with ongoing humanitarian assistance. 
 

Assumptions  
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
As staple food prices increase further, household purchasing power will decline. With low incomes from agricultural labor 
and increasing staple food prices, poorer household will become unable to purchase adequate quantities of food between 
July and September. While Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with continued humanitarian assistance from April to June, 
declining purchasing power will lead to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September.  
 

Pastoral areas in South Omo Zone in SNNPR  
 

Current Situation 
 
In February and March, temperatures were high above average. The rains started towards the end of March, but rainfall was 
below average and erratically distributed. There have been several dry spells already. Pasture and water availability have thus 
been much lower than normal, and as a result, livestock body conditions have deteriorated while productivity has declined. 
With little milk, income from sales and milk consumption has declined, particularly in Dassench Woreda. Water availability 
did increase with the start of the rains in late March in most areas. However, in some areas, seasonal and perennial water 
sources still remain dry. Water trucking is ongoing in Benatsemay Woreda. 
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Livestock body conditions are poor in most areas, and some unusual livestock mortality has been reported in Hamer and 
Benatsemay Woredas. An anthrax outbreak was reported in Dassench Woreda and in areas around Mago National Park where 
a large number of livestock were migrated from Hamer and Benatsemay Woredas. contagious caprine pleuro-pneumonia 
(CCPP), black leg, and skin diseases have been reported from Benatsemay Woreda. Competition for natural resources has 
been one factor in reignited inter-ethnic conflict between Hamer and Gnangatom pastoralists, and some cattle rustling has 
been reported. 
 
Supply of most food commodities to markets from surplus-producing areas within SNNPR and from Oromia Region has 
continued normally. March staple food prices were stable or slightly more than February, but livestock prices declined due 
to poor body conditions. 

Poor households are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2) in most of these areas, but poor households in Dassench Woreda are 
Stressed (IPC Phase2!) but only with ongoing humanitarian assistance. Milk access and incomes are lower in Dassench, and 
in this area, many livestock had poor access to pasture as far back as October 2014, when flooding of the Omo River cut many 
herds off from grazing areas.. 
 

Assumptions 
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 

 
Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
With likely below-average cumulative March to May rainfall, not all water sources will be replenished. Less pasture will be 
regenerated, and thus livestock body conditions are likely to remain poor and livestock productivity below-average through 
September. Livestock are likely to be migrated even further from their normal grazing trekking long distances between water 
and pasture. Livestock body conditions will deteriorated and production decline further during the long July to September 
dry season. Income from livestock sales will remain low due to low prices, and this income will be inadequate to cover food 
purchases. In Dassench Woreda, poor households will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) only with the ongoing humanitarian 
assistance from April to June and move into Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September as their incomes decline. In other 
areas, poor households will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from April to June and move to Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) only with 
humanitarian assistance from July to September as their incomes decline.  
 

Northeastern and southern Afar Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
In May 2014, more than 11,000 livestock deaths were reported. Since then, livestock conceptions, births, and herd sizes have 
been lower than usual. 
 
The October to March Jilaal dry season lasted longer due to the late start of the Sugum rains. High temperatures reduced the 
amount of forage available. Livestock body conditions deteriorated Forage is least available in Afedera and Bidu Woredas of 
Kilbati (formerly Zone 2) Zone, Elidar and Kurri Woredas of Awsi (formerly Zone 1) Zone, and Gewane, Amibara, and Awash 
Fentale Woredas of Gabi Zone (formerly Zone 3). 
 
March to May 2015 Sugum rains started two to three weeks late. Most areas only received two to three days of light rainfall 
with poor temporal and spatial distribution, and then the rains have ceased since late March. Pasture, browse, and water 
availability have not significantly increased. Livestock that has been migrated from Gabi Zone to Fentale, Berehet, Mojo and 
Minjar Woredas in Oromia Region remain there, and many households do not have access to milk as their livestock are still 
in migration.  
 
Humanitarian, emergency food aid is being distributed, but staple food prices are high. For instance, March maize prices were 
about 33 percent higher than last year in both Awash Fentale and Asaita. Livestock prices are low. March prices for an 
average-sized goat were 31 and 33 percent less than last year in Awash Fentale and Asaita, respectively.  
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February admissions to therapeutic feeding programs (TFP) and outpatient therapeutic programs (OTP) were down a bit from 
January, primarily as a result of ongoing humanitarian and nutrition interventions. So far, two round PSNP and a sixth round 
of emergency food aid, originally intended for 2014, have been distributed. Poor households are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 
3).  
 

Assumptions 
 
In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for northeastern and southern Afar 
Region are based on the following assumptions: 

 Livestock prices are generally expected to decline further from April to June. However, following the start of June to 
September Karma rains, livestock body conditions will gradually improves, so livestock prices are expected to slightly 
increase from July to September.  

 Households are likely to intensify the use of self-employment such as firewood sales, charcoal production, and salt mining 
between April and June. 

 With a large number of people looking to do labor, wage rates are likely to fall further through September. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
With the March to May Sugum rains likely to be below average, livestock body conditions will likely further deteriorate and 
productivity will likely further decline, reducing income from livestock and livestock product sales. Livestock-to-cereal terms 
of trade are likely to remain low. Income from self-employment will not be adequate to support household purchase needs 
as some traditional coping strategies, like cutting down trees for charcoal production, are currently banned. Poor households 
will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from April to June.  
 
On the other hand, due to the anticipated near average to below-average July to September Karma rains, rangeland 
conditions will likely improve, making it easier to find forage. Slowly livestock body conditions will improve, livestock 
production and productivity increase. Livestock will be migrated back to areas closer to homesteads, increasing household 
milk access. Slowly, livestock-to-cereal terms of trade will increase. The poor households who own more livestock will move 
from Crisis (IPC Phase 3) to Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) only with humanitarian assistance from July to September. However, most 
poor households in northeastern Afar will not have an adequate number of livestock to increase their food consumption, and 
these areas will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through September. 
 

OTHER AREAS 
 

 Southern and Southeastern pastoral areas in Somali Region 
 

Cumulative March to May Gu rainfall has so far been near average in amount. The rains have helped increase pasture and 
water availability. With several consecutive seasons of typical rainfall, livestock body conditions have been improving. 
Livestock production and productivity have increased.  

 

Staple food prices have been seasonally increasing, but livestock prices are stable. While this has led to some decline in 
livestock-to-cereal terms of trade, most households are managing to sell enough livestock to purchase a normal volume of 
food. Nutrition is mostly stable, but some areas of higher or possibly increasing rates of malnutrition have been reported 
from Shebelle, Liben and Afder Zones.  

 
The recently increased pasture and water availability is likely to facilitate increased milk availability. Sorghum and maize prices 
will likely increase from April through June as market stocks are drawn down and demand increases during the agricultural 
lean season. However, markets will likely remain supplied with some domestically-produced cereals, primarily maize. 
Livestock prices will start to increase seasonably from April through June as households want to fatten up and increase the 
value of their livestock during the rainy season, reducing supply on markets, and as traders start restocking for Ramadan sales 
in June/July and exports for the Hajj in September. Livestock body conditions are likely to remain near average during the July 
to September Xagaa dry season with continued availability of dry pasture and browse. However, poor and very poor 
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households will continue to be unable to cover all essential non-food expenses and remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from April 
to September.  
 
However, the southernmost areas have been much drier. The Gu rains have been lower this year in some areas in Kelafo, 
Mustahil, and Ferfer Woredas of Shebelle (formerly Gode) Zone, Bare and Dolo Bay Woredas of Afder Zone, and most of 
Liben Zone. In these areas, the rains have been below average in amount and unevenly distributed over time and space. 
Water and pasture are less available. Livestock have been abnormally migrated,  and very few are currently milking. Milk 
availability during the Xagaa dry season will likely be far less in these areas. Livestock-to-cereal terms of trade may further 
decline over the coming months. Conflict in nearby areas in both Somalia and Kenya is likely to reduce traders’ movements 
to these areas in Ethiopia as authorities increase the number of road blocks and check points. These areas will remain Stressed 
(IPC Phase 2) from April to June during the rains, but as milk availability and income from livestock and livestock products 
further declines from July to September,  households will move to Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with continued 
humanitarian assistance.  

 

Northern Somali and northwestern and central Afar Region 
 
In November 2014, 8,500 head of livestock died in Harshin Woreda in Fafan (formerly Jijiga) Zone in northern Somali Region. 
This area has remained especially dry and inhospitable to livestock husbandry during the October to March long dry season. 
 
The dry season lasted longer than usual, as the March to May Diraac/Sugum rains started late in most parts Awsi (formerly 
Zone 1), Kilbati (formerly Zone 2), Fenti (formerly Zone 4), and Khari (formerly Zone 5) Zones of Afar region and Sitti (formerly 
Shinile) and Fafan (formerly Jijiga) Zones of northern Somali Region. Some areas have received only one or two days of rain, 
so pasture and browse have not regenerated, and water sources have not refilled. Livestock are forced to consume the 
remaining forage from previous seasons still. Livestock body conditions are poorer than normal for this time of year, and milk 
availability is below average. 

In agropastoral and agricultural areas, households food access is further supported by carryover stocks from last season’s 
near average harvest. Lower livestock-to-cereal terms of trade though mean that pastoral households are selling more 
livestock to be able to purchase food. Ongoing humanitarian assistance, targeted supplementary feeding (TSF), and other 
nutrition interventions are also supporting household food access.  

The June to September average Karan/Karma rains are expected to be near average to below average in amount, further 
supporting cropping and recovery of rangeland resources, increase household food access. Malnutrition rates are likely to 
remain stable in most areas, but there may be some exceptions as unusual signs of high malnutrition have been reported 
from Chifera Woreda of Awsi Zone of Afar and Harshin Woreda of Fafan Zone of Somali Region.  

Poor and very poor households in these areas will be able to attain their minimal food needs, but they will be unable to afford 
some essential non-food needs and will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through September. However, in Meisso, Afedem, and 
Ayesha Woredas of Sitti Zone, and Harshin Woreda of Fafan Zone in northern Somali Region, fewer rangeland resources are 
available, and households  will be in Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) only with ongoing humanitarian assistance from April to June. 
However,  with the start of the Karan/Karma rains, food security is anticipated to improve to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from July 
to September.  

Most areas in eastern Amhara, Tigray, and Oromia Regions 
 
The October to January Meher 2014 harvest was average to above average in most areas. However, there were localized 
areas with below-average production, including some highlands of Bale and Arsi Zones in Oromia Region, pockets of eastern 
and southern Tigray, South Gondar and North Shewa Zones in Amhara Region, and the highland and midlands of eastern 
Oromia. The low harvest was primarily due to unfavorable weather such as hail storms and pest infestations.  
 
March to May Belg rainfall has been below average in North Shewa, Arsi, and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region. Only three 
to five days rain fell so far in central and western Amhara and Tigray Regions, but these increased water and pasture 
availability for livestock and allowed land preparation for the long-cycle crops to begin. Unfortunately, in North Shewa Zone 
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of Oromia Region, where Belg production provides more than 20 percent of annual production, planting of Belg crops has 
not yet started.  
 
Supply of staple foods is stable on most markets. However, prices have been seasonally increasing since December. Prices 
are generally higher than last year with the exception of maize. Livestock supply to markets is also stable, but prices have 
increased slightly this month due to increased demand for oxen for land preparation and for sheep and goats for meat, 
following the end of the Lenten fast. 
 
In the areas that had below-average harvests, households have already exhausted their stocks from own production and need 
to purchase all of their food. Agricultural labor demand will increase, following the start of the June to September Kiremt 
rains, but due to high demand, staple food prices are typically highest during the July to September lean season. Not having 
their own stocks, households are likely to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from April to June. As prices increase further, 
households will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with the presence of humanitarian assistance from July to September 
during the lean season. Most households in eastern Amhara, Tigray, and Oromia Regions had a near average Meher harvest, 
but they will move from None (IPC Phase 1) from April to June to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from July to September as their 
household stocks are exhausted and the lean season begins.  
 

Most areas in Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region (SNNPR) 
 
Belg rains started toward the end of March, four to five weeks later than normal. Land preparation and planting have also 
been much later, but they are underway. Planted area is below average. When coffee was flowering, there was not rain, so 
this will likely limit coffee yields later this year. 
 
Livestock body conditions in highland and midland areas are normal as livestock are consuming crop residues from the last 
season as pasture availability declined with the extended dry season. As a result of low pasture availability, milk yields have 
started declining. No unusual livestock disease outbreaks have been reported. 
 
Food prices were stable from the harvest through February, but in March, prices started to seasonally increase. Labor wage 
rates are low due to low agricultural labor demand for Belg planting.  Livestock prices remain stable due as demand increased 
for Easter in early April. 
 
Generally, nutrition status in these areas. The number of children admitted to the therapeutic feeding programs (TFP) are 
relatively lower than in lowland areas. 
 
While staple food prices are likely to increase and labor wages decrease during the April to June lean season, many households 
still have stock from last year and should be able to maintain their current levels of food consumption. These areas are likely 
to remain at Minimal (IPC Phase 1) through June. However, with likely well below average Belg production, the declining in 
labor income due to little harvest labor through August, and increases in staple food prices, poor and very poor households 
are likely to become Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from July through September, after their stocks are exhausted. 
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EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 
 
Table 1: Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 
ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming six months. Learn more here. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Belg-producing 

areas 

Continued below-average Belg rainfall Belg production would be even less than anticipated, and 

household food access will be much less than anticipated, 

particularly from July to September. 

Pastoral areas Poor performance of the 

Sugum/Gu/Genna/Karma/Karan rains in 

May 

Pasture and water availability will further decline, leading 

to poorer livestock body conditions and lower 

productivity, further reducing households’ milk access 

and income from livestock and livestock products sales. 

Meher-producing 

areas 

Below-average June to September 

Kiremt rainfall 

Income from agricultural labor will decline and household 

purchasing power will decline.  

Nationwide Delays in humanitarian assistance 

and/or in the distribution of PSNP 

resources 

An increase in local rates of malnutrition would be likely 

in affected areas as food consumption declines. 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

