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Food security deteriorated in some areas in Amhara, Afar, and Oromia 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Following the average to slightly above-average Meher 
harvest from October to January, household food access 
increased in most central, southern, western, and 
northwestern areas.  

 However, the Meher 2014 harvest was below average 
primarily due to below-average June to September Kiremt 
rains, including in the Tekeze River catchment in eastern 
Amhara and Tigray and the lowlands of East and West 
Hararghe and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region. In many 
areas crop production was well below average, and as 
households deplete their food stocks, food security is 
expected to deteriorate from Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) with 
the presence of humanitarian assistance to Crisis (IPC Phase 
3) between January and June.  

 In Borena Zone of southern Oromia and northeastern Afar, 
consecutive seasons of below-average rainfall have led to 
poor rangeland and livestock body conditions. Households 
are likely to remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) until the next rainy 
season starts in March. However, following the start of the rains, livestock body conditions will slowly improve and 
livestock production increase from March to May, moving these areas to Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) with humanitarian 
assistance.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current food security outcomes, January 2015 
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This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

NATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Current Situation 
 

 Harvesting of Meher crops has been completed in most 
areas. The cumulative normal to above normal June to 
September Kiremt rains (Figure 1) were followed by 
unseasonal rain in October, leading to high yields in many 
areas. The Meher harvest, overall, is likely average to slightly 
above average.  

 The recently completed multi-agency seasonal emergency 
needs assessment findings estimated that overall Meher 
production is higher than last year. In Amhara and Tigray 
Regions, Meher production was estimated to be around 10 
and 14 percent above last year, respectively.  

 Cumulative June to September Kiremt rainfall was below 
average (Figure 1) and distribution was erratic in some areas, 
including in the Tekeze River catchment in eastern Amhara  

Projected food security outcomes, January to March 

2015

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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and Tigray Regions and some lowlands of East and West 
Hararghe and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region. In these 
areas, crop production has been below average.  

 Unseasonal rainfall in October (Figure 2) led to floods and 
hailstorms, which damaged crops in some highland areas of 
Amhara and central and eastern Tigray. Unseasonal rain 
also damaged sesame in Western Tigray and western 
Amhara, reducing demand for migratory harvest labor.  

 Following near average October to December Deyr rainfall 
(Figure 3), livestock body conditions improved and livestock 
production and productivity increased in most parts of 
Somali Region and lowland areas of Bale, Guji, and Borena 
Zones in southern Oromia Region. However, not all areas 
received sufficient rainfall, and as a result of poor pasture, 
browse, and water availability, livestock body conditions 
deteriorated and productivity declined in parts of Afder, 
Liben, and Dollo (formerly Warder) Zones of southern Somali 
Region and some lowland areas of Borena and Bale Zones in 
southern Oromia Region, mostly along the borders with 
Kenya and Somalia. Households in these areas have very 
little food and income from livestock right now. As a result of low forage availability, early livestock migration was 
reported in Bokh and Galadi Woredas of Dollo (formerly Warder) Zone and from some lowland woredas of Borena Zone 
in Oromia. 

 The average Karma/Karan rainfall in August and September (Figure 4) regenerated pasture and browse and refilled water 
points. These improved rangeland conditions led to improved livestock body conditions and increased livestock 
production and productivity in most northern pastoral areas including much of Afar and Sitti (formerly Shinile) and Fafan 
(formerly Jijiga) Zones of northern Somali Region. Households now have more stable access to food and income. Also, 
the unusual extension of the rains into October and normal Dadaa rains in December helped support continued fair to 
good livestock body conditions in southern Afar.  

 Prices of staple foods started to decline slightly or were stable in most eastern parts of the country in January. With 
normal agricultural performance in most parts of the country, labor wage rates were mostly a little more than last year. 
However, livestock-to-cereals Terms of Trade (ToT) declined as food prices have increased since June in pastoral areas, 
reducing the purchasing power of pastoralists.  

 With the average Meher harvest, most areas in Tigray, Amhara, Oromia, and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and 
Peoples’ Region (SNNPR) including the western surplus-producing areas are at the seasonal peak of their food availability 
and access. They are currently in Minimal (IPC Phase 1). 

 As a result of near average rainfall for both the March to May Diraac/Sugum rainy season and the July to September 
Karan/Karma rainy season, livestock body conditions improved and production, and productivity increased in the 
northern pastoral areas in the northern zones of Somali Region and most of Afar. With nearly stable cereal prices and 
normal income from other sources, poor households are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2). However, poor households in 
northeastern and southern parts of Afar remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) due to successive seasons of below-average rainfall 
and still shrinking herd sizes, which have decreased their ability to purchase food.  

 Poor households in the Tekeze River catchment in eastern Amhara and Tigray Regions and some lowland areas of East 
and West Hararghe and West Arsi Zones in Oromia Region currently are Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with the 
presence of humanitarian assistance. Their food insecurity is primarily due to the lack of high yielding long-cycle crops 
this year that was caused by below-average February to May Belg rainfall and the late start of Kiremt rains in July instead 
of June.  

 
 
 
 

Projected food security outcomes, April to June 2015

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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Assumptions 
 
From January to June 2015, the projected food security 
outcomes are based on the following national assumptions: 

 Using global models and forecasts along with information 
about current conditions, it is assumed that February to June 
Belg/Sugum/Gu/Genna 2015 rains are anticipated to be 
both near average in amount and typically distributed over 
space and time. 

 Following the anticipated normal climatic conditions from 
January to June, agricultural labor opportunities and wage 
rates are likely to increase seasonally starting in March. 

 Staple food prices are likely to remain stable in January due 
to increased market supply from the Meher harvest, but they 
likely will start to rise in February. This will continue to as 
supplies are consumed through June. Livestock prices are 
expected to be stable through June in most areas. 

 Resource transfers through emergency programming as well 
as the Productive Safety Net Program (PSNP) are expected to take place following the typical schedule from January to 
June. 

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
The expected near average February to June Belg/Sugum/Gu/Genna rainfall is likely to allow normal agricultural and livestock 
husbandry activities in many areas. These rains are also expected to result in increased forage and water availability, leading 
to improved livestock body conditions and seasonally normal livestock productivity across the country.  
 
The food security situation in most central, southern, western, and northwestern parts of the country is expected to improve 
due to the recent near average crop harvest and livestock production, Belg seasonal activities, and typical transfers from 
safety net programs. Most households in the western, surplus-producing areas and in the midland and highland areas of 
SNNPR, Oromia, central and western Amhara, and Tigray Regions are expected to meet their food and non-food requirements 
from their own production and using income from different off-farm activities including self-employment, migratory labor, 
and labor during the Belg. These areas are likely to remain at Minimal (IPC Phase 1) from January to June.  
 
Food security is expected to deteriorate in several areas, including the Tekeze River catchment in eastern Amhara and Tigray, 
the lowlands of East and West Hararghe and West Arsi, woredas bordering Kenya in Borena Zone of Oromia, and 
northeastern Afar. In crop-growing areas, household food stocks are expected to be depleted earlier than normal. This 
drawing down of households stocks and lack of income will increase the number of food insecure people, particularly from 
April through June.  
 
Households who exhaust their stocks early in eastern Amhara and Tigray, central and eastern Oromia, and areas along the 
Rift Valley of SNNPR will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from January to March, and in the worst affected areas, they will move 
into Stressed (IPC Phase2!) but only with assistance from April to June. However, due to the large production failure in the 
Tekeze River catchment and successive seasons of below-average production and low incomes, these areas will remain in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from January to June. 
 
Most pastoral areas in Afar and Somali Region received unseasonal rains during October and November that helped sustain 
pasture and water availability. Livestock production and productivity are likely to follow typical patterns from January to June, 
but with slightly better than normal availability of rangeland resources. Poor household in most parts of these areas will be 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2). However, the consecutive seasons of very low livestock production and productivity due to persistently 
dry conditions in northeastern parts of Afar and in woredas bordering Kenya in Borena Zone of Oromia Region have reduced 
access to food and income. These areas will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from January to March but improve to Stressed (IPC  

Figure 1. July 1 to September 30, 2014 rainfall 

anomaly in millimeters (mm) from 2000-2013 mean, 

using Climate Hazards Group Infrared Precipitation 

with Stations (CHIRPS) data 

 
Source: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)/FEWS NET 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/
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Phase2!) with the presence of humanitarian assistance from April 
to June following improvements associated with the start of the 
rains in March.  
 

AREAS OF CONCERN 
 

Lowlands of Wag Himra and neighboring areas in North 
Gondar Zone 
 

Current Situation 
 
Kiremt rains normally start in late June, but this year they were a 
month late and started toward the end of July. Moreover, the 
amount of the rainfall was below average (Figure 1), and the 
distribution was characterized by erratically timed, sporadic 
rainfall that was more spatially uneven than usual. Some areas 
received only two or three days of rain before late August. 
However, in late August and September, the amount became closer to average and the distribution of rain become more 
typical, and then the rains continued into October. However, by late August, sorghum had generally already wilted. However, 
replanted crops and later planted short-cycle crops, in particular teff, performed more normally. Also, the later rains allowed 
the growth of forage and the refilling of water supplies for livestock. According to the recent seasonal emergency needs 
assessment conducted in December, crop production was below average. For instance, in Sehala Woreda in Wag Himra Zone, 
production volume was estimated to be only 22 percent of last year. The areas that had the least crop production include 
Sehala, Sekota, and Ziqualla Woredas in Wag Himra Zone, and the lowlands of Beyeda, Janamora, Tselemt, and East Belesa 
Woredas in North Gondar Zone.  
 
Pasture and water for livestock remain less available than normal. Many livestock have been being migrated since November, 
up to three months earlier than usual, in particular, from Sehala and Ziqualla Woredas to Sekota and Abergelle (Figure 5). 
While there was less pasture regeneration than usual this year, pasture availability, the availability of crop residues even from 
failed crops, and the use of livestock migration have thus far maintained livestock body conditions which are mostly normal. 
No major livestock disease outbreak has been reported, and large-scale off-take of livestock has not occurred. 
 
Market supply of staple foods is lower than usual in the major markets due to below-average local production. December 
cereal prices were higher than last year. For instance, sorghum in Sehala and Ziqualla was 11 percent higher than last year. 
Similarly, livestock prices are also somewhat higher than last year. However, local agricultural wage rates have been less than 
last year due to low demand as a result of the below-average harvest. The December rates were ETB 30 to ETB 35, around 85 
percent of last year’s rates.  
 

Human health is reported to be mostly typical, and no major increase in malnutrition rates has been observed though there 
are ongoing supplementary feeding programs and supplies from the small harvest at this time.  
 
Households typically have a four month supply of sorghum following the harvest, but this year many households had already 
exhausted this by December, three months earlier than usual. With fewer agricultural labor opportunities and higher prices, 
households are unable to cover their minimum food requirements with market purchases. They are currently in Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3). 
 

Assumptions  
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
With the below-average sorghum and teff production, households stocks are already exhausted. As the October to February 
dry season progresses, pasture will become more scarce, livestock body conditions will deteriorate, and livestock productivity  

Figure 2. October 1-30, 2014 rainfall anomaly in mm 

from 2000-2013 mean, using CHIRPS data 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/
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will decline. Staple food prices are also likely to increase from 
January to June, further eroding households’ purchasing power. 
Few opportunities for labor exist in January and February, so 
poor households will have little cash income.  
 
While households will have some income from livestock sales, 
labor, and self-employment, overall food access by the poor and 
very poor households is expected to be quite low from January 
to June. With insufficient income and already needing to 
purchase food, households will be unable to cover their 
minimum food needs and will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
through June. 
 

Lowlands of East and West Hararghe and West Arsi 
Zones in central and eastern Oromia Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
Belg rains ended early in April instead of near the end of May. This reduced the growth of both short-cycle Belg crops and 
long-cycle crops. Planted area was below average for long-cycle maize, which tends to be a major food source for many 
households. The Kiremt rains started three weeks late in early July instead of June, which delayed planting of Meher crops. 
In most cases, dry spells and erratic rainfall distribution during the June to September Kiremt rains means that the long-cycle 
maize wilted or dried out. After that, many households replanted with short-cycle maize. The particularly dry areas included 
Shala, Siraro, Shashemene, and Arsi Negelle Woredas in West Arsi Zone, Meyu Muluke and Kumbi Woredas in East Hararghe 
Zone, and Midegatola and Burkadimtu Woredas in West Hararghe Zone. In the middle of August, Kiremt rains became closer 
to average in amount and better distributed, which supported crop growth. Overall, Meher production from October to 
December was below average.  
 
Forage and water availability increased due to the rains, and many ponds were refilled. However, water availability remains 
low in Meyu Muluke and Kumbi Woredas in East Hararghe Zone and Midegatola and Burkadimtu Woredas in West Hararghe 
Zone. Late rains in October further helped increase forage and water availability in many areas. 
 
As is normal during the post-harvest period, market supplies of staple foods have been increasing as supplies arrive on 
markets from local production and from surplus-producing areas of the country through Shashemene. Staple food prices 
declined from October to November, but they were above last year’s prices in the main markets. For example, the November 
sorghum prices in Haromaya and Gursum in East Hararghe Zone were 29 and 13 percent higher than last year, respectively. 
Despite an increase in livestock supply on markets, livestock prices in November were higher than last year. While there was 
a slight decline in the agricultural labor wage rate from November to December, it was still around ETB 40 to ETB 50 in 
December, slightly higher than last year. 
 
Poor households typically consume their harvest for four to five months, but this year, the supplies will probably only last 
two to three months. Some households have already exhausted their stocks by December, three months earlier than usual. 
Agricultural labor has ceased as this year’s harvest is complete. Increases in staple food prices reduced households’ 
purchasing power, although income from livestock sales is stable. Poor and very poor households are currently able to meet 
only their minimal food needs with ongoing humanitarian assistance. They are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only due 
to the presence of humanitarian assistance.  
 

Assumptions  
 
No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 
 

 
 
 

Figure 3. October 1 to December 31, 2014 rainfall 

anomaly in mm from 2000-2013 mean, using CHIRPS 

data 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/
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Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
Many poor and very poor households have already exhausted 
their household stocks from the Meher harvest, and the rest will 
likely do so fairly soon. In a few areas, household stocks may last 
longer. Enough forage and water should be available for livestock 
production to continue at seasonally normal levels. Market prices 
for staple foods are expected to increase from January to June, 
further reducing households’ purchasing power. Poor and very 
poor households will likely be Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only 
with the presence of humanitarian assistance from January to 
March.  
 
In the lowlands of East and West Hararghe and West Arsi Zones 
of Oromia, the poor will continue to be Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) 
from January to March but only due to the presence of 
humanitarian assistance and getting more income than usual 
from livestock sales. However, with fewer income-earning 
opportunities from April to June, poor households will move into Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
 

Southern parts of Borena Zone in southern Oromia Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
The March to May 2014 Genna rains were below average (Figure 6). The start of the October to December Hageya rains was 
one to two weeks late, extending the long dry season. During the rains, there were dry spells, and temporal and spatial 
distribution was less even than usual. Overall, Hageya rains were below average in amount (Figure 2). The driest areas were 
Miyo, Dillo, Moyale, and Dire. A few kebeles in these areas did not receive any Hageya rain.  
 
Pasture availability is below normal. In addition, over the past several decades, recurrent drought, land degradation, 
overgrazing, and grass seeds being grazed by livestock have resulted in the expansion of coverage of the rangeland by invasive 
woody plants and bushes and weeds, which livestock do not consume, locally known as obensa. 
 
Most ponds were not fully refilled. Some households are already using water from ellas, hand-dug wells, as surface water is 
already unavailable. 
 
With less pasture and water available, livestock body conditions have deteriorated (Figure 7). Milk production is below 
average due to the low number of milking females and yield reductions among lactating females. Herd sizes are smaller than 
they were during the 2006-2007 reference year, when the household economy approach (HEA) baselines were recorded, for 
all livestock species due to successive, below-average Genna and Hageya rainfall, which have resulted in a low number of 
conceptions, leading to a low number of births and to a high rate of off-take from sales and from excess deaths. Livestock 
migration started in December in search of better pasture and water access, approximately two months earlier than usual. 
 
Livestock supply on markets has increased as more households sell livestock for food, and the increased supply combined 
with poor livestock body conditions has resulted in falling livestock prices. Demand from outside the region also appears to 
be lower than usual. At the same time, cereal prices have increased. 
 
From August to November, community health day (CHD) screenings indicate that malnutrition has become less prevalent 
during the Hageya rains. This is mainly attributed to the slightly increase in the availability of pasture and water and its effects 
on milk production, ongoing emergency assistance, and supplementary feeding programs. 
 
With less income from livestock sales and higher food costs, some households are unable to meet their minimum food needs. 
Poor households in Miyo, Dire, and Moyale Dillo Woredas are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

 

 

Figure 4. August 1 to September 30, 2014 rainfall 

anomaly in mm from 2000-2013 mean, using CHIRPS 

data 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/
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Assumptions  
 
In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected 
food security outcomes for southern parts of Borena Zone in 
southern Oromia Region are based on the following assumption: 

 Livestock prices are likely to increase from April to June, as 

livestock body conditions improve, following the start of the 

March to May Genna rains.  

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  
 
During the January to March dry season, livestock body 
conditions are likely to further deteriorate while livestock 
production and productivity decline. Ponds that refilled are only 
expected to last for two more months, so many areas will not have access to surface water by the end of the dry season. 
Staple food prices will gradually increase, and livestock prices likely remain mostly stable through April. Poor and very poor 
households will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from January to March. 
 
Following the start of the March to May Genna rains, pasture and water availability for livestock will increase. Livestock body 
conditions are likely to slowly improve, and livestock production increase. Livestock prices will start to increase, and 
households will begin to regain their purchasing power. Therefore, poor households will move from Crisis (IPC Phase 3) to 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with the presence of humanitarian assistance from April to June. 
 

Northeastern and southern Afar Region 
 

Current Situation 
 
Both the March to May Sugum rains (Figure 6) and the June to September Karma rains (Figure 1) were below normal in most 
parts of northeastern and southern Afar Region, particularly, in Afedera and Bidu Woreda of Kilbati Zone, Elidar and Kurri 
Woredas of Awsi Zone, and Gewane, Amibara, and Awash Fentale Woredas of Gabi Zone. However, the rains extended into 
October this year. Also, there was light, but normal Dadaa rainfall in December. These late rains helped increase pasture, 
browse, and water availability in most of southern Afar.  
 
There was unusual livestock migration reported in September from Asaita Woreda in Awsi Zone, and from Amibrara, 
Buremoditu, Gewane, and Awash Fentale Woredas due to flooding, but no abnormal livestock migration has been reported 
since then. Even those livestock that had been migrated in September have returned back to areas closer to homesteads as 
pasture and water availability increased, following the withdrawal of the flood waters.  
 
Availability of pasture, browse, and water remains lower than usual in most parts of Afedera and Bidu Woredas of Kilbati 
Zone and Elidar and Kurri Woredas of Awsi Zone. Similarly, pasture is difficult to find near the areas that flooded in Asaita of 
Awsi Zone, and Amibara, Gewane, Buremoditu, and Dalocha Woredas of Gabi Zone. In general, milk availability is low due to 
the difficulty of finding forage and the low number of livestock births in recent months. Water availability is below average 
in Afdera and Bidu Woredas of Kilbati Zone and Elidar and Kurri Woredas of Awsi Zone. No large-scale livestock disease 
outbreaks have been reported.  
 
Most agropastoralists and sedentary farmers had normally timed planting and harvests using the June to September Karma 
rains and irrigation in Asaita Woreda of Awsi Zone, and Amibara, Awash Fentale, Buremoditu, Dulessa, and Gewane Woredas 
of Gabi Zone. However, floods, pests, and moisture stress have damaged crops. In particular, crops along the Awash River 
were severely damaged by flooding in Asaita, Amibara, Buremoditu, and Gewane Woredas. In these areas, Karma production 
is estimated to only be 50 percent of average.  
 
As more households are selling livestock, livestock supply on markets has increased. This has caused livestock prices to decline 
over the past year, reducing households’ income. In December, for instance, an average-sized goat or sheep sold for 25 
percent less than last year in Gewane and Buremoditu in Gabi Zone. With low local production and with fresh supplies from  

Figure 5. Cattle being migrated in Sekota Woreda, 

Wag Himra Zone, Amahara Region, December 2014 

 
Source:  FEWS NET 
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recent harvests having not yet reached markets, as many crops 
in the areas that supply Afar are still being threshed, cereal prices 
remained high. For example, in Asyita, the maize price in 
December was 20 percent more than last year. Therefore, 
households need to sell more livestock to purchase the same 
amount of food. 
 
Human health and nutrition have been worse than usual due to 
the floods and dry conditions. There was a higher incidence of 
malaria and acute malnutrition in Gewane, Amibara, Dalocha, 
Buremoditu, and Awash Fentale Woredas of Gabi Zone. In 
October and November in Elidar Woreda of Awsi Zone, 49 
measles cases and five deaths from measles were reported. 
Acute malnutrition remains above typical levels in Bidu and Kurri 
Woredas of Awsi Zone, and Gewane, Amibara, and Awash 
Fentale Woredas in Gabi Zone. In reaction, the World Food 
Program (WFP) has started new targeted supplementary feeding 
(TSF) programs in Awash Fentale, Gewane, Amibara, and Buremoditu Woredas of Gabi Zone. In October, one ration of corn 
soy blend (CSB) and vegetable oil was distributed to 3,113 pregnant and lactating woman and the families of 3,778 children 
under the age of five. 
 
Northeastern Afar remains in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). However, due to more moisture and more income following more rainfall 
in southern Afar, these areas are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only due to the presence of humanitarian assistance.  
 

Assumptions 
 
In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for northeastern and southern Afar 
Region are based on the following assumption: 

 Livestock prices are likely to increase from April to June, as livestock body conditions improve, following the start of the 
March to May Sugum rains.  

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
Food and income access are likely to remain poor through March through the remainder of the dry season. Poor households 
in northeastern Afar will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through March. Following the start of the likely near average March to 
May Sugum rains, pasture, browse, and water availability will increase. Over time, livestock body conditions will improve, and 
livestock production and productivity will increase. As livestock prices recover, households will have more purchasing power, 
most likely after April. These areas will improve to Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only due to the continued availability of 
humanitarian assistance from April to June.  
 
During the remainder of the long dry season through March, poor households in southern Afar will remain Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2!) but only due to the continued presence of humanitarian assistance. Following the start of the likely near average 
March to May Sugum rains, pasture, browse, and water availability will increase. Over time, livestock body conditions will 
improve, and livestock production and productivity will increase. As livestock prices recover, households will have more 
purchasing power after April. These areas will move to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from April to June.  
 

OTHER AREAS 
 

Southern and southeastern pastoral areas 
 
The October to December Deyr rains started on time in October, though they were delayed by up to two weeks in some areas. 
The cumulative October to December rainfall was near average in most areas (Figure 3), but there was almost no rain in 
December. Pasture availability of in most lowland woredas is near average, but it is below average in southern Borena Zone 
(see section on southern parts of Borena Zone in southern Oromia Region above), Dassench Woreda in South Omo Zone in  

Figure 6. March 1 to May 31, 2014 rainfall anomaly in 

mm from 2000-2013 mean, using CHIRPS data 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/
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SNNPR, Guji Zone in Oromia, and eastern Bokh and southern 
Galadi Woredas in Dollo (formerly Warder) Zone in Somali Region 
(Figure 8). 
 
Due to the below-average Gu harvest in agropastoral and riverine 
areas, cereal supply declined from August to December as 
traders’ stocks dwindled. This led to increasing cereal prices. For 
example, the December maize price in Gode in Shebelle Zone and 
Kebridarhar in Korahe Zone was 75 percent higher than last year. 
The supply of livestock on markets has increased as households 
sold more livestock to purchase food, so livestock prices declined 
from August to December. For example, the December price of 
an export-quality goat or sheep in Warder in Dollo Zone was 23 
percent less than last year. With rising food prices and declining 
livestock prices, the livestock-to-cereal terms of trade (ToT) have 
declined. For example, average-sized goat-to-sorghum ToT 
declined 30 percent in Gode. 
 
Some pasture is likely to remain available in near normal amounts until the Gu rains start in April. However, the distribution 
of pasture is highly uneven in some areas, so livestock from southern Somali Region and from Somalia have already 
concentrated in some areas in Warder, Bokh, Danot, and Galadi Woredas of Dollo (formerly Warder) Zone and Shilabo 
Woreda of Korahe Zone. In these areas, pasture may deplete early in February. Few cattle conceptions have occurred in Guji 
and Borena Zones of Oromia Region and Dassench Woreda of South Omo Zone in SNNPR, meaning that milk availability and 
productivity are unlikely to increase in the near future. Water stored in berkads is expected to last through late February, 
particularly in the areas that received below normal October to December rainfall. With the anticipated further increase in 
cereal prices and further decline in livestock prices from January to June, pastoralists will sell more livestock to buy food. 
However, the low livestock to cereals terms of trade (ToT) means households will still remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through 
June, still needing to prioritize food purchases over essential non-food expenditures. 
 

Northern Somali and northwestern and central Afar Region 
 
While rains did not start on time in June, cumulative June to September Karma/Karan rainfall was near average in most parts 
of Awsi (formerly Zone 1), Kilbati (formerly Zone 2), Fenti (formerly Zone 4), and Kari (formerly Zone 5) of Afar Region, and 
Fafan (formerly Jijiga) and Sitti (formerly Shinile) Zones in northern Somali Region. Accordingly, pasture, browse, and water 
availability are mostly normal and expected to remain adequate for animal husbandry until the start of the next rainy season 
in March. Except in a few pocket areas, no large-scale livestock migration has been reported. Livestock body conditions are 
mostly normal. Cattle and camels calved during the Karma/Karan rains, seasonally increasing milk production and availability. 
Generally, herd sizes have remained stable in most part of Sitti and Fafan Zones but due to recurrent droughts in Afar in 
recent years, herd sizes remain below the 2004-2005 reference year, when the household economy approach (HEA) baselines 
were recorded. 
 

Due to the delayed start of the rains, long-cycle crops did not perform well in agropastoral and riverine areas. However, the 
Karan rains were adequate for normal development of short-cycle crops like wheat. Accordingly, agropastoralists in Fafan 
and Sitti Zones primarily planted short-cycle wheat. Karan production was near average from October to December. 
 
As the February to April lean season progresses, livestock supply on markets will continue to increase, resulting in a decline 
in livestock prices. Despite an increased supply of cereals from adjacent crop-producing areas as the Meher harvest entered 
markets starting in November, prices will likely still remain elevated. From September to December, livestock prices 
decreased in the northern Somali due to low demand from traders for cross-border trade. An average-sized goat or sheep in 
December in Jijiga and Shinile was 22 and 33 percent less than September, respectively. However the December 2014 goat 
prices were similar to last year. In contrast, sorghum prices in December in Jijiga and Shinile were 23 and 25 percent more 
than September and last year, respectively.  
 
Households are currently consuming food from ongoing humanitarian assistance, and soon, in agropastoral and agricultural 
areas, they will have some food from the anticipated near average harvest. With near average Mach to May Diraac/Sugum  

Figure 7. Cattle with poor body conditions, Dillo 

Woreda, Borena Zone, Oromia Region, December 

2014 

 
Source:  FEWS NET 
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rains expected, increased availability of pasture and water is 
likely to lead to improved livestock body conditions and 
increased production. These will eventually lead to higher 
purchasing power after April. However, poor and very poor 
households have low livestock holdings, and high staple food 
prices have reduced their ability to cover all their food and non-
food expenses. Poor and very poor will remain Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2) through June. 
 

Most areas in eastern Amhara, Tigray, and Oromia 
Regions 
 
Meher production was above average in most areas. This has 
increased the local food supply, and many households are 
currently consuming food primarily from their own production. 
Livestock production and productivity seasonally increased from 
August to January. Income from harvest labor was higher than 
average due to more production. Despite an increase in staple 
food prices, poor households are still able to buy sufficient quantities of food from the market. Thus, poor households in most 
areas of eastern Amhara, Tigray, and Oromia Regions are likely to remain at Minimal (IPC Phase 1) through June.  
 
However, crop damage due to flooding, snow, hail, pests, and plant diseases occurred in some highland areas of Arsi in 
Oromia, East and West Hararghe Zones in Oromia, a few woredas in South Gondar in Amhara, and North Shewa Zone in 
Amhara. Damaged crops resulted in a locally below-average Meher harvest from October to January. With less of their own-
produced food and less income, poor households in these area will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through June.  
 

Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region (SNNPR) 
 
Average to above-average June to September Kiremt rainfall (Figure 1) was followed by unseasonal rainfall in October (Figure 
2) and November. The rains allowed crops to develop, and production was near average at the regional level.  
 
However, the rains started two to three weeks late and cumulative June to September rainfall was below average in some 
lowland areas along the Rift Valley, including parts of Guraghe, Silte, Halaba, Wolayita, Gamo Gofa, and Sidama Zones. This 
reduced crop development. Thus production of long-cycle maize, long-cycle sorghum, haricot beans, and hot pepper was 
below average in these areas. Other short-cycle Meher crops developed normally in these areas, but they contribute 
proportionally less to household food and income. 
 
Following the start of the expected near average Belg rains in late February/early March, both milk availability and labor 
demand for land preparation and planting will increase. Though staple food prices are also likely to increase at this time, 
income from labor and other sources should provide for adequate purchasing power in most midland and highland areas 
from February to June. Belg crops should start to be consumed and sold in June, further increasing access to food and income. 
Therefore, most parts of the region are likely to remain at Minimal (IPC Phase 1) from January through June.  
 
In lowland areas along the Rift Valley, many poor and very poor households have already depleted their stocks. As a result, 
these areas are likely to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from January to March. As more households deplete their stocks and 
staple food prices increase further, these areas will move to Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only due to the presence of 
humanitarian assistance during the March to June lean season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8. January 11-20, 2015, eMODIS Normalized 

Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) anomaly from 

2001-2010 mean 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/
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EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 
 
Table 1: Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming six months. Learn more here. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Belg-producing 

areas 

A late start and/or below average 

amount of Belg rains from February to 

May 2015  

The planted area under long-cycle crops would be low, 

reducing the total Meher harvest from October to 

December 2015. Also, in Belg-producing areas, Belg 

production would be low, increasing demand on markets 

and decreasing labor demand associated with Belg 

production. 

Pastoral areas Livestock disease outbreaks Livestock body conditions would deteriorate, and 

productivity would decline. Reduced milk production and 

reduced income from livestock sales would likely follow.  

Nationwide Delays in humanitarian assistance 

and/or in the distribution of PSNP 

resources 

An increase in local rates of malnutrition would be likely 

in affected areas as food consumption declines. 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

