
 
 
Seasonal Update 
The latest update from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Prediction Centre 
shows that sea surface temperatures in the central and eastern Pacific Ocean remain slightly above average. The 
positive anomalies that prompt formation of El Niño conditions weakened during September, then strengthened in 
October, and have remained weakly positive in November. Coupled with the most recent update from the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO), which notes that the previous weak El Niño conditions have dissipated over the 
past three months, the analysis suggested that conditions will remain neutral through the Northern Hemisphere spring 
of 2013. This makes it unlikely that there will be an El Niño-related impact on the upcoming February to June rainy 
season. Note: an El Niño normally leads to normal- to above-normal rains over the eastern Horn of Africa, whereas La 
Niña conditions, which originate in below-normal water temperatures in the Pacific Ocean, generally result in below-
normal rainfall. For more information, contact: FAO-Ethiopia@fao.org  
 
In the meantime, seasonal rainfall continued to perform largely as forecast. Most parts of Somali Region, for instance, 
report timely onset, and good amount and distribution of the deyr (October to December) rains this year, although total 
coverage and distribution varied across the southern zones of the region. The rainfall largely replenished water 
sources and supported the regeneration of pasture across the southern and southeastern lowland areas of the 
country. In the past week, rainfall has tapered off across many parts of the Somali Region, indicating that the rainy 
season is coming to an end. Note: in a good year, deyr rains last until the end of November.  
 
Water sources in the southern lowlands were also been recharged by the good deyr/hagaya rains. However, the 
situation in East and West Harerge zones of Oromia is deteriorating. East Harerge’s zonal Disaster Risk Management 
and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) indicated that all of its 17 woredas are now considered to be hotspot areas, with 
the most critical situations found in Kumbi, Midega Tole, Golla Oda, Meyu Muleke and Chinakesen respectively. For 
more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org or awesterbeek@unicef.org  
  
WASH Update 
Out of a reported requirement of 19 water trucks, 10 are currently operating countrywide, including seven in Tigray 
(compared to 12 required), two in Afar (five required) and one in Oromia (two required). In Tigray, the seven active 
water trucks are deployed in six woredas in North-Western (one truck), Western (two), Central (one), Eastern (one) 
and Southern (two) zones. However, the demand for support is higher, with another 10 woredas reporting acute water 
shortages, including Klite Awlalo, Wore Lehe, Erob, Hintalo Wajirat, Kafta Humera, Raya Azebo, Shiraro and Shire. In 
Afar, Save the Children and the Regional Water Bureau continue to operate two water trucks in Bidu woreda. Bidu, as 
well as Elidar, Erebti and Korri woredas remain hotspot woredas at risk of persistent food and water shortages as a 
result of poor coverage in previous rainy seasons. As the renewed dry season sets in, water trucking requirements are 
expected to increase in East and West Harerge zones in the coming weeks, according to the Oromia Region Disaster 
Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB). Meanwhile, one water truck continues to operate in Kumbi woreda, 
East Harerge zone, with support from UNICEF. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org  
  
Relief Food Update 
As of 28 November, distribution of sixth round relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, reached 78 per cent. Dispatch 
of seventh round relief food, targeting 2.8 million, stood at 49 per cent, including 70 per cent dispatched in areas 
covered by the DRMFSS, 41 per cent in WFP-covered parts of the Somali Region, and 43 per cent in areas covered 
by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP). As previously reported, all beneficiaries in the Somali 
Region have been allocated food under the seventh round, but only those in “Priority 1” nutrition hotspot woredas in 
other regions have been targeted. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Gambella Floods Response 
In response to flooding that reportedly affected 15 kebeles of Wantowa woreda, Gambella region, including in the 
areas of Matar Zuria, Moun, Pajung and Yawol, the Gambella Disaster Prevention and Food Security Authority 
(DPFSA) and partners are organizing distribution of non-food items (NFIs) to approximately 1,556 affected households 
(7,781 people). Three of the four affected areas were assessed by an inter-agency team from 12 to 13 November 
2012, but the fourth area remained inaccessible due to an impassable road. According to the assessment, the flooding 
destroyed homes and temporarily displaced approximately 1,556 households (7,781 individuals). Affected households 
also reported the loss of harvested crops and livestock. At the time of the assessment, no outstanding food 
requirements were reported, as those were able to cover food needs through fishing and sale of cattle to purchase 
grain for consumption. The federal DRMFSS had also recently dispatched relief food for flood-affected communities. 
Any additional needs, including relief food needs, are to be assessed through the ongoing seasonal assessment. For 
more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   
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