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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 As of 8 December, the number of Ethiopians repatriated from Saudi Arabia reached 115,465. On 4 December, IOM 
reported a funding gap of $11.9 million for the post-arrival assistance.  

 240 suspected dengue fever cases reported last week brought the number of reported cases since the beginning of 
the outbreak to 9,500. Prevention and control activities are on-going.  

Update on Saudi Returnees 
According to IOM, $15.6 million is required to provide temporary shelter, food, water, clothing, medical and 
psychosocial support, family tracking and reunification support and cash for onward transportation to the 120,000 
expected Ethiopian deportees from Saudi Arabia. To support the operation, the Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) 
expedited two proposals to allocate $1.5 million. In addition, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated 
$1.5 million last week. Considering IOM’s $1 million internal loan and the in-kind contributions received from various 
partners, a funding gap of $11.9 million was reported as of 4 December.  

The number of expected returnees was revised upwards twice since the repatriation started on 14 November – from 
30,000 to 80,000 to 120,000. Further revision is possible given that the number of repatriated Ethiopians reached 
115,465 on 8 December, of which 72,780 are men, 37,092 women and 5593 children, including 209 un-accompanied 
minors (UAM). More Ethiopian migrants are reportedly held in 64 detention centres in Saudi Arabia awaiting 
deportation. The situation of returning women, children, UAMs and the disabled is of particular concern, demanding 
specialized protection interventions. Two of the seven transit centres are specifically dedicated to the women, a 
significant number of whom are pregnant and/or breastfeeding, and children, while the UAMs are hosted and cared for 
separately at the IOM transit facility. Only 15 of the 209 UAMs remain in the IOM transit facility, the rest were reunited 
with their families. The return and reintegration operation is expected to continue well into the first quarter of 2014. For 
more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

WaSH Update 
An estimated 122,000 people in drought-affected areas of Afar and Tigray regions depend on emergency water 
rationing. At present, 11 water trucks are requested nationwide, including three in Afar and eight in Tigray, of which 
five are operational. The water trucking gaps are in Tigray’s Raya Azebo woreda (two trucks), Saesie Tsaeda Emba 
woreda (one truck), Sheraro town (one truck) and Shire town (two trucks). Meanwhile, the Government, with support 
from WaSH partners, continues to support sustainable water supply systems. An estimated 51,700 people in Bale, 
Borena and East Hararge zones of Oromia will benefit from the recently completed expansion and maintenance of 22 
existing water supply schemes in the areas. Similarly in Tigray region, more than 37,000 people in the drought-prone 
woreda of Raya Azebo will have improved access to clean water from a newly constructed water supply scheme. For 
more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org      

Health Update 
Close to 240 suspected cases of dengue fever were reported in Dire Dawa city last week, bringing the total number of 
cases since the beginning of the outbreak in mid-October to 9,500. The Government, with support from health 
partners, continues to implement prevention and control activities, including case management and enhanced 
surveillance. Separately, additional measles cases were reported in Oromia and SNNP regions last week. Measles 
response activities are on-going: coordination and surveillance mechanisms are enhanced; the Rapid Response 
Team (RRT) is revitalized; and case management is strengthened. An outbreak response mop-up immunization 
campaign was also conducted, while social mobilizations using the Health Development Army (HAD) is being carried 
out.  

Meanwhile, EHNRI/PHEM, the Ministry of Health, WHO and UNICEF jointly conducted a detailed investigation of the 
measles outbreak in Hawassa town, Gamo Gofa zone and Wolayita zone of SNNPR, to assess the status of the 
measles routine child immunization and SIA coverage, as well as the vaccine and cold chain management. Among the 
findings of the investigation is the shift in the age-group traditionally affected by measles. The team recommended a 
non-selective outbreak response targeting children under-15 in all affected and adjacent woredas. For more 
information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 

Relief food update 
As of 4 December, distribution of the fifth round of relief food stood at 89 per cent and the sixth round at 29 per cent. 
Meanwhile, dispatch of the sixth round relief food reached 86 per cent. The sixth round relief food assistance is being 
delivered at full basket and full ration, except for CSB which is at half ration. For the seventh round, using the PSNP 
contingency budget, the Government will provide cash – to cover the cereal relief food ration – to relief food 
beneficiaries in PSNP-covered woredas. The seventh round relief food assistance will be at full ration and full basket 
in all areas, except in DRMFSS-assisted areas where beneficiaries will receive a reduced ration of corn soya blend 
(CSB). The seventh round will be the “bridging round” until the next Humanitarian Requirements Document. For more 
information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

No information received from Agriculture, Nutrition and Education sectors this week 


