
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Responding to Humanitarian Crises and Enhancing Resilience to 
Food Insecurity 

PRRO 200712 

(Jul 2015 – Jun 2018) 
1.36 b 537,6 m 

(40%) 
256 m 
(62%) 

Food Assistance for Somali, Eritrean and Sudanese Refugee 

PRRO 200700 

(Apr 2015 – Mar 2018) 
487 m 246 m 

(50%) 
11 m 

(19%) 

Country Programme - Ethiopia 

DEV 200253  

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2017) 
333 m 141 m 

(42%) 
1.5 m 

   (76%) 

Provision of humanitarian air services in Ethiopia 

SO 200711 

(Jan 2016 – Dec 2017) 

11.5 m 9.7 m 
(54%) 

 1.3 m 
(12%) 

Logistics cluster and WFP Logistics Augmentation in support of 

government for the drought response 
SO 200977** 

(May 2016 – Mar 2017) 

15.4 m 11.3 m 
(73%) 

4.1 m 
(100%) 

*March – August 2017     

** Six months funding requirements not applicable for SO200977 

 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO) 200712 is addressing acute food insecurity, 
currently aggravated by the resurging drought which is 
affecting South Eastern Ethiopia the most. The 
objectives are to transition chronically food insecure 
households to a predictable safety net; to provide 
emergency food assistance for vulnerable households 
and to address malnutrition through a combination of 

preventative and curative approaches. The PRRO 
supports and complements the Government's social 
protection, disaster risk management and nutrition 
programmes.  

Following the completion of the 2016 autumn 
assessment, the Government of Ethiopia launched 

humanitarian requirements (HRD) in January 2017. Out 
of 5.6 million people in need of emergency food 
assistance, WFP and the National Disaster Risk 

Management Commission are responsible for 4.7 million 
people, a reduction of 2.4 million people compared to 
last year’s requirement. With respect to Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM) treatment, 2.7 million children and 
women require WFP support with specialized nutritious 
foods.   

 
 
 

WFP Assistance 

 

The PRRO 200700 provides food assistance to 
650,000 refugees in Ethiopia. 19 percent of the people 
assisted through the PRRO receive a combination of 

cash and food assistance in 10 camps. Refugees also 

benefit from a school meals programme, targeting 
children attending primary schools and nutrition 
interventions for prevention and treatment of moderate 
acute malnutrition. Prevention of moderate acute 
malnutrition targets children aged 6-23 months, 
pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers, while 
targeted supplementary feeding is for children under 

the age of five. A small non-food intervention aims to 
support livelihoods and environmental rehabilitation 
projects in refugee areas, complementing the resources 
of partners. 

The Country Programme (200253) comprises of: 

support to the Ethiopian Government in disaster risk 
management; school meals programme; support to 
people living with HIV and AIDS; and support to 
smallholder farmers through Purchase for Progress 
(P4P) initiative.  

SO 200711 provides safe and reliable air transport to 

thousands of humanitarian personnel. The budget 
revision was approved and the programme is extended 
until 31 December 2017. The specific objectives of this 
operation include providing transportation of light relief 
cargo, such as medical supplies and support equipment 

and carrying out medical and security evacuations for 
humanitarian agencies as well as responding in a fast 
and reliable manner to the needs of the humanitarian 
community.    

SO 200977 supports and augments the logistics 

capacity of the Government of Ethiopia and other 
humanitarian partners in the drought response. The 
Logistics Cluster has been activated to support the 
response and identify gaps and bottlenecks; propose 
mitigating measures; augment the logistics 

coordination and information management capacity; 

and through WFP, augment the logistics capacity of the 
Government of Ethiopia humanitarian responders and 
other humanitarian actors. The budget revision was 
approved and the operation is extended to end of 
March 2017.   

 

Highlights 

 WFP is urgently required to scale up its 

assistance from 1.2 million to 1.6 million 

people in the Somali Region due to the 

worsening food insecurity situation. 

  

 The 2017 drought is currently impacting the 

Southern and Southern-East part of the 

country the most, as well as areas of the 

Southern Nations Nationalities People’s Region 

(SNNPR). In addition, the refugee influx from 

South Sudan and Somalia remain a concern.  

Credit: WFP/Michael Tewelde   

Caption: Relief food distributions in the Somali Region   
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Operational Updates 

 The February distributions targeted 1.6 million 

people in response to the worsening food security 

situation in the Somali Region. WFP provided 

specialized nutritious food to 198,000 children 

under five years, 120,000 pregnant women and 

nursing mothers in 192 priority one woredas in the 

Somali, Afar, Southern parts of Oromia and the 

Southern Nations Nationalities People’s Regions. 

 WFP is planning to continue cash distribution in 

2017, but due to the prevailing drought, affecting 

market supplies and food prices, cash assistance 

will be put on hold until later on in the year in the 

Somali Region. In Amhara and Oromia, cash 

assistance will continue in the March distributions. 

 Considering the increase in needs in the Somali 

region, the logistics cluster is working to complete 

the planned storage augmentation. As of 23 

February, 2,400 MT of storage capacity had been 

provided through the erection of mobile storage 

units and local warehouse constructions in six 

locations in the Somali region. Six additional 

warehouses are expected to be completed in the 

coming weeks.  

 In February, the average arrival rate of new South 

Sudanese refugees to Gambella was 160 per day, 

compared to 1,000 per day in September and 

October 2016 following renewed fighting in the 

Upper Nile State. The operation is also registering 

new arrivals from Somalia to Dollo Ado. To date, 

Ethiopia hosts some 245,500 registered Somali 

refugees in the areas of Melkadida and Jijiga. The 

Somalis are arriving because of the unstable 

security and the deteriorating food security in the 

country.  

 

Challenges 

 Following the El Nino related drought of 

2015/2016, Ethiopia faces a new drought crisis 

affecting much of Somali, parts of Afar and some 

lowland areas of Oromia and Southern Nations 

Nationalities and People’s Regions (SNNPR).  

 Resources are urgently required to meet 

burgeoning food needs in South Eastern Ethiopia. 

Unless funding is received in a timely manner, the 

gains made over the last one year will be rapidly 

eroded. Uncertainties around available resources in 

the Government of Ethiopia’s (GoE) pipeline poses 

a challenge to preparedness planning for WFP and 

JEOP.  

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Ethiopia is the second most populous country in Africa. 

The country has made impressive strides over the last 

20 years in reducing poverty and expanding 

investments in basic social services. According to the 

Ethiopia MDG Report for 2014, the number of people in 

absolute poverty fell from 48 percent in 1990 to 25 

percent in 2013/2014. At the same time, the 

proportion of undernourished people fell from 75 

percent in 1990/92 to 32 percent in 2014/15 - thereby 

enabling Ethiopia to reach its MDG Hunger target. 

Despite strong economic gains and a comprehensive 

policy framework for development, the distribution of 

developmental gains remains uneven. Moreover, 

climate shocks are a major cause of humanitarian 

crises in Ethiopia. Since 2003, the country has faced 

five serious droughts affecting millions of people, the 

most recent of which unfolded over the course of 2015 

and was compounded by the global El Niño event. 

Ethiopia hosts the largest refugee population on the 

continent. Officially, 730,000 registered refugees from 

South Sudan, Somalia, Sudan, Eritrea and Kenya now 

reside in 26 camps located in five regional states 

including Afar, Benishangul-Gumuz, Gambella, Somali 

and Tigray. 

WFP Ethiopia’s Country Strategy focuses on disaster 

risk management and resource management; basic 

social services and agriculture markets and livelihoods. 

The overarching goal is to reduce hunger and 

contribution to Ethiopia’s transformation.  

WFP has been present in Ethiopia since 1968. 

 

 

 

Stunting: 40 percent of children 

between 6-59 months 

2016 Human Development Index: 

174 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 97 million 

Donors 

Australia, Austria, Canada, DFID, ECHO, Egypt, 
Germany, Japan, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, 

USAID 
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