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Highlights 
 The Ethiopian House of People’s Representatives 

has approved the state of emergency declared on 

October 8, 2016 by the Council of Ministers to 

restore peace and stability in the country. The State 

of Emergency was declared following widespread 

social unrests.  

 

 The relief operation urgently requires USD 120 

million to provide critical food assistance to drought 

affected populations.    

 WFP has obtained Central Emergency Response 

Funds (CERF) to provide assistance to newly arrived 

South Sudanese refugees.   
   

 

 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding   

Requirements   

(in USD)* 

Responding to Humanitarian Crises and Enhancing Resilience to 

Food Insecurity 

PRRO 200712 

(Jul 2015 – Jun 2018) 1.35 b  
480 m 
(35%) 

120.2 m** 
(61%) 

Food Assistance for Somali, Eritrean and Sudanese Refugee 

 PRRO 200700 

(Apr 2015 – Mar 2018) 487 m 
207 m 
(43%) 

26.1 m 
(39%) 

Country Programme - Ethiopia 

DEV 200253  
(Jan 2012 – Jun 2016) 333 m 

141 m  
(42%) 

9.4 m 
(81%)*** 

Provision of humanitarian air services in Ethiopia 

 SO 200711 

(Jan 2016 – Dec 2016) 18 m 
9.7 m  
(54%) 

8.6 m*** 

Logistics cluster and WFP Logistics Augmentation in support of 

government for the drought response  

SO 200977 

(May - Nov 2016) 15.4 m 
11.2 m  
(73%) 

6 m 

*November 2016 – April 2017,       ** Revised shortfall following a revision of caseloads                                

*** A budget revision is ongoing to extend this project 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO) 200712 addresses acute food-insecurity, 
currently exacerbated by the ongoing drought. The 
objectives are to transition chronically food-insecure 
households to a predictable safety net; to provide 
emergency food assistance for vulnerable households and 
to address malnutrition through a combination of 
preventative and curative approaches. The PRRO supports 

and complements the Government's social protection, 
disaster risk management and nutrition programmes.  

Following the completion of the 2016 spring harvest 
assessment, the Government of Ethiopia (GoE) launched 
its mid-year revision of humanitarian requirements (HRD). 
Out of 9.7 million people in need of emergency food 

assistance, WFP and the National Disaster Risk 
Management Commission (NDRMC) are responsible for 7.1 
million people. With respect to MAM treatment, some 2.36 
million children and women require WFP support with 
specialized nutritious foods.   
 
 

 

Under the provisions of Budget Revision 3 (BR3) to PRRO 
200712, WFP intends to meet the needs of 7.6 million 
people with emergency food assistance and 2.5 million 

children and women with MAM support.  Although, the 

official numbers have been reduced as part of the mid-
year HRD revision, WFP will continue to use BR3 figures 
for the remainder of the year due to the possibility of 
population displacement as a result of insecurity in 
Amhara and Oromia regions as well as increased incidents 
of flooding due to heavy rains. 

The PRRO 200700 provides food assistance to 600,000 

refugees in Ethiopia. With the recent influx of South 
Sudanese refugees, the planning figure is expected to 
increase by 50,000. Ten percent of the PRRO’s 
beneficiaries receive a combination of cash and food 
assistance in 10 camps. Refugees also benefit from a 

school meals programme, targeting children attending 
primary schools and nutrition interventions for prevention 
and treatment of moderate acute malnutrition. Prevention 
of moderate acute malnutrition targets children aged 6-23 

months, pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers, 
while targeted supplementary feeding is for children under 

the age of five. A small non-food intervention aims to 
support livelihoods and environmental rehabilitation 
projects in refugee areas, complementing the resources of 
partners. 

The Country Programme (200253) comprises of: 

support to the Ethiopian Government in disaster risk 
management; school meals programme; support to 
people living with HIV and AIDS; and support to 
smallholder farmers through Purchase for Progress (P4P) 
initiative. The Country Programme has been extended to 
the end of the 2016 for Food for Education interventions.  

SO 200711 provides safe and reliable air transport to 

thousands of humanitarian personnel. It is currently 
undergoing a budget revision to extend it for a year.    

SO 200977 supports and augments the logistics capacity 

of the Government of Ethiopia and other humanitarian 
partners in the drought response. The Logistics Cluster 
has been activated to support the response and identify 
gaps and bottlenecks; propose mitigating measures; 
augment the logistics coordination and information 

management capacity; and through WFP, augment the 
logistics capacity of the Government of Ethiopia (GoE) 
humanitarian responders and other humanitarian actors. 
A budget revision in underway to extend it to March 2017.   

Credit: WFP©Melese Awoke  
Caption: WFP Ethiopia Country Director, John Aylieff 
receiving a contribution from staff of John Snow 
Incorporated. 
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Operational Updates 

 Food distributions under the relief operation (PRRO 

200712) in October are almost complete. Food 

dispatches and deliveries for November are ongoing. 

WFP has increased the number of people receiving 

cash from 200,000 to 600,000 in October/November. 

Cash-based transfers allow targeted households to 

purchase food of their choice. Cash-based transfers are 

being implemented in specific locations where the 

markets are functional and able to provide enough 

food for purchase.   

 The Logistics Cluster has erected 77 mobile storage 

units (MSUs) to augment the Government’s storage 

capacity for the relief operation. The storage units 

have provided an additional 46,800 metric tons of 

storage capacity. The erection of these structures is 

providing 77 percent of the total storage required 

(60,800 MT). In addition, 39 structures are currently 

under construction. The logistics cluster has also 

completed the first local construction of one warehouse 

in Elwane, Somali region, providing 350 MT of 

additional storage capacity. A budget revision is 

underway to extend the special operation to March 

2017.  

 As of 31 October, a total of 36,673 South Sudanese 

refugees had arrived in Gambella, Ethiopia since the 

beginning of September 2016. WFP is providing high 

energy biscuits to newly arrived refugees upon arrival 

and dry rations once settled in the camps. Nutrition 

screening is ongoing at the border entry points and in 

the camps. A total of 8,742 children between 6-59 

months have been screened since 03 September; the 

global acute malnutrition rate stands at 6.8 percent. 

WFP is doing its utmost to address the nutrition 

situation. All moderately malnourished children are 

immediately enrolled in treatment programmes to 

prevent further deterioration. WFP in partnership with 

UNHCR, UNICEF and IOM have obtained funds through 

the Central Emergency Response Funds (CERF) to 

provide life-saving assistance to newly arrived 

refugees.  

Challenges 

 As a result of the security challenges, dispatches to the 

Amhara and Oromia regions have been delayed for the 

Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programme (TSFP). 

 The relief operation urgently requires USD 120 million 

to provide critical food assistance to vulnerable 

populations, while at the same time ensure that the 

gains made are not eroded, especially in the Priority 
One Woredas (districts).   

 

 

                                                             

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Ethiopia is the second most populous country in Africa. 

The country has made impressive strides over the last 

20 years in reducing poverty and expanding investments 

in basic social services. According to the Ethiopia MDG 

Report for 2014, the number of people in absolute 

poverty fell from 48 percent in 1990 to 25 percent in 

2013/2014. At the same time, the proportion of 

undernourished people fell from 75 percent in 1990/92 

to 32 percent in 2014/15 - thereby enabling Ethiopia to 

reach its MDG Hunger target. Despite strong economic 

gains and a comprehensive policy framework for 

development, the distribution of developmental gains 

remains uneven. Moreover, climate shocks are a major 

cause of humanitarian crises in Ethiopia. Since 2003, the 

country has faced five serious droughts affecting millions 

of people, the most recent of which unfolded over the 

course of 2015 and was compounded by the global El 

Niño event. 

Ethiopia hosts the largest refugee population on the 

continent. Officially, 730,000 registered refugees from 

South Sudan, Somalia, Sudan, Eritrea and Kenya now 

reside in 26 camps located in five regional states 

including Afar, Benishangul-Gumuz, Gambella, Somali 

and Tigray. 

WFP Ethiopia’s Country Strategy focuses on disaster risk 

management and resource management; basic social 

services and agriculture markets and livelihoods. The 

overarching goal is to reduce hunger and contribution to 

Ethiopia’s transformation.  

WFP has been present in Ethiopia since 1968. 

Stunting: 40 percent of children 

between 6-59 months 

Donors 

Australia, Canada, DFID, ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Japan, 

Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, USAID 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

174 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

 

Country Director: John Aylieff john.aylieff@wfp.org 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/ethiopia  

 

Population: 97 million 
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