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This report is produced by OCHA Mali in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Mali. It covers the period from 30 
January to 6 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 13 February. 

Highlights 

 As access has improved somewhat, 
humanitarian assistance is increasing in 
central regions. In the north, aid remains 
more limited, but several partners are now 
using the Niger River to deliver assistance 
to Timbuktu region. Information on needs 
in the north remains insufficient. 

 Several incidents related to mines and 
explosive remnants of war have been 
reported. The Mopti-Gao road remains 
closed north of Douentza. 

 New daily refugee arrivals have fallen 
significantly since 25-27 January. As of 4 
February, 21,986 new Malian refugees had 
arrived in Burkina Faso, Mauritania and 
Niger. As of 31 January, new IDPs in 
Ségou, Mopti and Bamako regions were 
estimated at 14,242. In addition, some 
6,000 people from the north are reportedly 
stranded at the Algerian border at Tin 
Zaoutin, with more arriving every day. 

 Returns indicated in some reports remain 
limited and refer to people recently 
displaced who did not travel far from home. 

 Military operations continue in the north. AFISMA has begun deploying to Gao and towns in central regions in 
support of the Malian army. 

14,242 
New IDPs in Ségou, 
Mopti and Bamako 
(reported 12-31 Jan) 

227,206 
Total estimated 
IDPs in Mali as of 31 
Dec 2012 

21,986 
Malian refugees in 
neighbouring 
countries (11 Jan – 
4 Feb) 

144,439 
Total Malian 
refugees registered 
in neighbouring 
countries (10 Jan)  

$373 mil 
Financial 
requirements 
outlined in 2013 Mali 
CAP 

2% 
Share of CAP 
requirements that 
have been funded 

Situation Overview 
Humanitarian access continues to improve in central regions and remains limited in the north. Partners have 
completed assessments in Mopti and Ségou regions (including in Konna and Douentza towns) and in northern 
Kidal region. These evaluations reveal important new needs – especially among recent IDPs and their hosts – but 
do not indicate a major conflict-related deterioration. Humanitarian assistance continues in the south.  

In the north, aid activities are resuming but remain limited, particularly given difficulties in establishing safe 
commercial or humanitarian supply routes. WFP and partners are moving aid convoys along the Niger River from 
Mopti to Timbuktu. Plans are also underway to begin cross-border aid shipments from Niger to northern Mali. The 
Algerian border remains officially closed, significantly reducing commercial traffic into Kidal region.  

The rate of refugees arriving in neighbouring countries has fallen significantly since 25-27 January. As of 5 
February, 21,986 Malian refugees had arrived in Burkina Faso (5,609), Mauritania (14,216) and Niger (2,161) since 
12 January. This represents an increase of 6,778 over the previous week. By monitoring bus stations and pigasses 
(river transport), IOM estimates that the number of new IDPs in Ségou, Mopti and Bamako regions had risen to 
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14,242 by 31 January. As of 24 January, this total was 9,946. In addition, about 6,000 people displaced from the 
north are stranded in Tin Zaoutin at the Algerian border, with more arriving every day. Most are women, children 
and elderly people. Other reports indicate that numerous ethnic Arabs, Tuaregs and Peulhs have fled in fear of 
reprisal attacks in areas recently returned to Malian control. Meanwhile, several partners are reporting the return of 
displaced people to central regions and some areas in the north. These reports appear to refer only to people 
displaced since 9 January, particularly those who did not travel far from their homes. Population movements 
continue to shift constantly, complicating efforts to provide a definitive account. 

Military operations continued further north as French and Chadian forces took control of Kidal, and air strikes 
targeted armed groups in mountain areas north of Kidal. The Malian army has not entered Kidal. Tuareg 
representatives of the MNLA and the Islamic Movement of Azawad (MIA, formerly associated with Ansar Dine) are 
calling for a political accord on the north before Malian troops enter the area. On 2 February, French President 
François Hollande visited Mali and announced France’s intention to “pass the reigns” to African forces. As French 
troops move north, AFISMA troops are deploying in towns in central Mali and Gao in support of the Malian army. 

On 31 January, UNMAS warned humanitarian partners not to travel on the Douentza-Gao road. Several incidents 
have been reported indicating explosive remnants of war. The road from Mopti to Gao remains closed between 
Douentza and Gao.  

The consolidated appeal (CAP) for Mali was revised slightly upwards to include an additional food security project. 
This revision is not related to conflict-related needs identified since 9 January. The CAP is seeking US$373.1 
million to support 4.3 million people who need humanitarian aid. 

Funding 
The Mali CAP is seeking $373,131,447. As of 5 February, only $7,613,821 
had been received – or 2 per cent of total requirements.  

Committed funds target shelter and NFI needs ($2 million from Saudi Arabia), 
nutrition ($798,418 from the United Kingdom) and food security ($4,815,409 
from the United Kingdom). 

The European Commission has committed $26,525,199 for nutrition and 
refugee assistance, but these funds have not yet been allocated to specific 
projects and therefore are not reflected in the CAP. In addition, the United 
Kingdom has allocated $3.2 million to the ICRC for assistance in Mali in Niger 
(nutrition, livelihoods, protection, WASH and NFIs).  

 

*Committed funds in the chart refer to $26.6 million not yet allocated to CAP projects. All humanitarian partners, 
including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org  
 

Humanitarian Response 

Protection 

Needs: 

 IOM estimates that a total of 14,242 new IDPs have arrived in Mopti, Ségou and 
Bamako regions. This estimate is based on monitoring passenger movements in bus 
stations and Niger River pigasses (river transport) between 12 and 31 January. The 
Commission on Population Movements (CMP) endorsed a total IDP figure of 227,206 
on 31 December 2012. 

 Around 6,000 people from towns in the north are stranded at the Algerian border at Tin Zaoutin, as the border 
remains closed. A rapid assessment shows urgent needs, particularly for shelter and drinking water. IDPs are 
mostly women, children and elderly people, and their numbers are rising rapidly. 

 Several partners are reporting that displaced people are beginning to return to towns in central Mali, including 
Konna and Douentza. These reports appear limited to people recently displaced by fighting who did not travel 
far. According to UNHCR, people are calling bus companies in Bamako to ask when regular bus service to 
Douentza, Gao and Timbuktu will resume, indicating a desire to return to these areas. Buses are currently only 
travelling as fare as Mopti and Sévaré.  

Mali Consolidated Appeal 2013 

US$373 million requested 
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 In surveyed communes of Mopti region, most respondents said that no child protection services were available. 
In addition, 45 to 75 per cent of informants reported physical and psychological violence, unexploded devices 
and greater stress in children since the recent fighting. In these areas, 45 per cent of IDPs are children (55 per 
cent girls), indicating an urgent need to strengthen and publicize available services.  

 Air strikes, unexploded devices or mines have been reported in at least 10 locations of Kidal, Mopti, Ségou and 
Timbuktu regions. In a Handicap International assessment, 74 per cent of informants believed that unexploded 
devices were widespread in their places of origin.  

 Mine clearance and education is an urgent priority, particularly for children. Nearly 50 per cent of reported mine 
injuries in January in Mopti and Gao regions happened to children. Expanding education programmes to cover 
all affected areas and IDPs from these areas is essential. 

Response: 

 MdM-B is providing health and nutrition assistance to roughly 6,000 people stranded at the Algerian border at 
Tin Zaoutin. On 31 January, an ICRC team also arrived at the site. 

 On 31 January, UNMAS warned humanitarian partners not to travel on the Douentza-Gao road due to mine 
risks. UNMAS is also reminding all partners of what to do when faced with potential explosives: never touch the 
object; mark the area around it (using stones or tape); and inform UNMAS (Charles Frisby at +223 74 96 96 15 
or charlesf@unops.org) and OCHA (ochamali@un.org). Reports have also indicated the discovery of 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and materials for building IEDs.  

 IOM is surveying 500 displaced families in Bamako in order to understand whether they intend to return and 
what conditions they feel are necessary before returning. 

 The Child Protection Sub-Cluster is addressing mine risk education in affected areas. Handicap International is 
currently running programmes in Mopti and Gao regions, with support from UNICEF and national NGO AEDT. 

 Standard operating procedures (SOPs) for unaccompanied and separated children have been finalized and 
circulated to partners. Assistance, focusing mostly on temporary care, is provided by Intersos in Mopti, AJDM in 
Niono and Save the Children in Sikasso. The SOPs can be found on mali.humanitarianresponse.info.  

 Small-scale psychosocial programmes are underway in Bamako, led by AJDM, Islamic Relief and UNICEF 
through ENDA and BNCE. UNICEF has expanded its programme to Ségou and Mopti.   

 Based on identified child protection gaps, at least eight protection partners are developing proposals to 
strengthen their response efforts.   

 Partners and the Government will mark the International Day Against the Use of Child Soldiers on 12 February.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Child protection partners need to prioritize the development of a common strategy. In particular, stronger 
services and organization for separated children (including the development of a monitoring database), mine 
risk education and outreach are required. 

 More partners are required to increase the reach of mine risk education programmes in the north, particularly in 
Kidal regions.  

 Training on psychological first aid must be scaled-up rapidly for all humanitarian workers who deal with children.  

 To meet needs outlined in the 2013 Mali CAP, cluster partners need $37 million. A dozen projects are on child 
protection, none of which have received funding to date.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Food insecurity remains strongest in the north, where an acute food security and 
nutrition crisis could emerge in the coming weeks. According to WFP, vulnerability is 
highest in Kidal and northern Timbuktu regions. The following areas are also 
vulnerable: Gao region and Douentza district (Mopti region); agricultural areas of 
Timbuktu region; and Youwarou and Tenenkou districts (Mopti region). In January 2013, WFP estimated that 
585,000 people were food insecure in the north, and 1.2 million were at risk of food insecurity. 

 Cereal prices remain higher than the five-year average in Mali, exacerbating people’s vulnerability to food 
insecurity. Lingering effects of the 2011 drought, insecurity and household efforts to replenish food stocks are 
driving price rises despite adequate harvests in 2012-13. Commercial traffic with Algeria is not expected to 
recover in the short term, which is likely to increase food insecurity in the north. Kidal region is particularly 
dependent on the Algerian supply route.  

 Amid decreased market activity in conflict-affected areas, many families are relying exclusively on household 
food stocks. As stocks run out over the next several weeks, these families will turn to markets. By the start of 
the lean season in April or May, many families will be relying on markets– when prices are highest. The 

585,000 
Est. food insecure 
people in the north 

mailto:charlesf@unops.org
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Government of Mali is also planning to buy up to 30,000 metric tons of food in February, potentially further 
squeezing market supply and driving up prices. 

Response: 

 WFP has resumed operations in the north and is targeting some 147,500 people with 
the first deliveries.  

 Monthly food rations and nutrition products for 34,900 people (2,970 children under 
five and 610 pregnant and lactating women) have departed Mopti by boat for 
Nianfunké district (Timbuktu region). Monthly food rations for another 112,600 people 
are scheduled to leave for Goundam, Diré and Timbuktu districts (Timbuktu region) in 
the coming days. International NGOs will manage distributions. High water levels along the Niger River should 
allow river transport for several months.  

 WFP and partners are distributing food to 77,000 IDPs and their hosts in southern and central Mali. This 
includes 12,000 people in Bamako (with ACTED) and 65,000 people in Ségou, Mopti and Kayes (with CARE, 
ADR and World Vision). The next round in Bamako will target 23,000 people.  

 World Vision is preparing unconditional cash transfers for 9,000 IDPs in Sikasso. Funding will come from WFP. 

 In January, the ICRC and the Malian Red Cross provided food assistance and NFIs to over 10,600 people in 
Mopti region and almost 7,000 in Ségou region. Recipients were mostly displaced people and their hosts, as 
well as 7,266 recent returnees in Konna town. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Roads from Mopti to the north remain blocked for commercial and humanitarian transport. The disruption of 
market supplies is a major concern that could further endanger vulnerable people.  

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 According to the 2012 SMART survey, 210,000 children in Mali are estimated to be at 
risk of severe acute malnutrition in 2013, and 450,000 are at risk of moderate acute 
malnutrition. 

Response: 

 As of 4 February, 11,628 children had been admitted to national nutrition treatment centres in Mali in 2013. 
According to weekly Government statistics, 10,159 of these children were in the south. Most children in the 
south (59 per cent) were admitted for moderate acute malnutrition. Information on weekly admissions in the 
north is only available from NGOs, who had recorded 1,469 new admissions as of 4 February. Most admissions 
(51 per cent) were for moderate acute malnutrition.  

Total admissions to nutrition treatment centres to date in 2013 (Weeks 1 to 5) 

Type of admission South* North* Total 

URENAM (for treatment of MAM) 6,002 750 6,752 

URENAS (for treatment of SAM) 3,700 681 4,381 

URENI (for intensive care) 457 38 495 

Total 10,159 1,469 11,628 

*Sources: Data for the south come from the Malian Health National Directorate and Nutrition Division. Data 
for the north come from NGOs ALIMA-AMCP (Timbuktu), ACF-E (Gao) and MDM-B (Gao and Kidal). 

 

 MdM-B has opened a health post in Tin Zaoutin (Kidal region) to ensure proper nutrition support to an estimated 
6,000 displaced people stranded at the Algerian border. Over 300 patient consultations and treatments have 
taken place to date. 

 UNICEF sent 2,198 cartons of Plumpy’nut to Gao region (1,998 cartons to MdM and 200 to ACF).  

 The Nutrition Cluster is running a telephone monitoring system to follow potential changes in the nutrition 
situation via calls with partners every two days. This system also facilitates coordination with other sectors. 

 Partners have created a “User Fees” sub-group to identify strategies to waive treatment fees for children 
suffering from acute malnutrition. Free care is considered critical to raising admissions to nutrition treatment 
centres. The first meeting was held 1 February. 

147,500 
People targeted with 

first food aid deliveries 
to the north 

210,000 
Children at risk of 

severe acute 
malnutrition in 2013 
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 Nutrition partners and Government counterparts will launch the Koulikoro region Nutrition Sub-Cluster on 7 
February. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 In the north, NGOs ACF-E (Gao), AVSF (Timbuktu and Gao) and ALIMA-AMCP (Timbuktu) have had to 
suspend mobile clinic visits due to military operations. Programmes will resume as soon as security allows. 

 Partners require $73.8 million as outlined in the 2013 CAP.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 According to the Crisis Committee of Gao, schools in Gao town re-opened on 4 
February despite teacher and equipment shortages. Schools in other areas of the 
north remain closed in light of security concerns.  

 The enrolment of IDP students from conflict-affected areas is creating significant 
pressure on schools in the south. According to IOM, 18,799 internally school-aged 
IDPs have access to education in Bamako and Koulikoro regions. Identifying and supporting host schools are 
critical priorities. 

Response: 

 Given restricted access to the north, education partners are focusing on support for schools in the south hosting 
IDP students. Working with the Ministry of Education, the Education Cluster has established a monitoring 
system to identify host schools in all affected regions. 

 In Ségou region, partners have provided school kits for 3,536 students (200 IDP students) in 11 schools, and 
school feeding programmes for 671 students (164 IDPs) in five schools. 

 Schools in Konna and Douentza are being inspected for explosive remnants of war.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Outside Mopti and Ségou, only a limited number of partners are supporting host schools. The cluster is working 
to ensure that priority host schools, especially in Bamako, receive appropriate assistance.  

 Information gaps in understanding education needs in conflict-affected areas have emerged as a result of 
restricted communications and a reduced cluster presence. The Ministry of Education has activated a field 
monitoring system intended to address these gaps. 

 Funding shortfalls severely undermine the cluster's ability to ensure an effective response. To date, the cluster 
has received no funding through the 2013 CAP. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Since 9 January, WASH partners have carried out rapid multi-sectoral assessments in 18 conflict-affected 
communes in Mopti, Ségou and parts of Kidal. The evaluations uncovered major needs in access to safe water, 
sanitation and hygiene – most of which pre-date the recent conflict. A total of 29 WASH evaluations are planned 
in the coming week. Full assessment reports are available on mali.humanitarianresponse.info. Highlights: 

o Some 6,000 people stranded at the Algerian border at Tin Zaoutin urgently need access to drinking 
water, adequate sanitation and hygiene materials. 

o Poor sanitation in Konna town 
o Conflict damage to the main water reservoir in Diabaly town 
o Poor well re-charge in Fakala and Djénné areas of Mopti region, and a lack of soap and latrines for 

host families 
o Poor access to water and sanitation in nine communes of Mopti region 
o Some sanitation needs (mainly soap and latrines) in Sévaré town 

Response: 

 To date, 3,800 new IDPs have received hygiene kits from CARE and partners. 

 Humanitarian access is gradually improving, and two-thirds of WASH partners are currently active and are 
responding to needs. Efforts are underway to procure and distribute Aquatabs and PUR in the event of fuel 
shortages. 

 Based on recent assessments, WASH response activities are expected to expand rapidly in the coming weeks.  

18,799 
IDP children with 

access to education in 
Bamako 
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 UNICEF is surveying private water system operators by telephone to identify damage in conflict areas. More 
information on damage, fuel shortages, electricity shortages, staff shortages and looting are expected in the 
coming days. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 WASH partners have produced a list of at-risk piped water systems, but contacting water system operators in 
conflict-affected areas remains a serious challenge. 

 Health 

Needs: 

 The Health Cluster has counted 148 people admitted for conflict-related injuries to hospitals in Mopti, Bamako, 
Niono and Ségou. Some injuries eventually proved fatal. Total fatalities and casualties during recent military 
operations are unknown.  

 According to cluster partners, scaled back NGO activities and looting of health centres have led to a drop in 
access to health services, even in areas previously considered safe. Health partners are likely to encounter 
difficulties in procuring supplies. 

 A malaria epidemic was reported in Diré, Niafunké (Timbuktu region) and Gao in January 2013. 

 Living conditions for some 6,000 IDPs stranded at the Algerian border at Tin Zaoutin could be conducive to 
disease outbreaks. Cases of measles have been reported on the Algerian side of the border.  

Response: 

 Five UNICEF basic emergency health kits arrived in the north on 4 February, capable of treating 5,000 people 
per month. UNICEF also sent two diarrhoea treatment kits (treatment for 200 severe cases and 800 moderate 
cases) to MdM-supported health centres in Gao and Kidal regions. 

 WHO and the Ministry of Health delivered medicines to hospitals in Ségou and Mopti. WHO also received 
medical kits (trauma and surgery) in order to boost available stocks. 

 A medical assistance mission deployed to hospitals and referral health centres (centres de santé de référence) 
in Ségou and Mopti regions in order to support local health staff.  

 Transfusion equipment and 8,000 bags of blood were given to the national blood transfusion centre in order to 
support preparedness.  

 UNAIDS and the ministries of Health and Defence are training Malian and international forces on HIV/AIDS. 

 Teams of the National Health Directorate are planning early recovery programmes.  

 Cluster partners have finalized their emergency and contingency plans and are beginning to implement them. 

 MdM-B has opened a health post in Tin Zaoutin (Kidal region) and is providing medical and nutritional 
assistance to some 6,000 IDPs stranded at the Algerian border. Over 300 patient consultations and treatments 
have taken place to date. In December, MdM vaccinated 4,830 children between 6 months and 15 years old in 
Diouhane, Essouk and Adiel Hoc health districts (Kidal region). 

Logistics 

 With current funding levels, UNHAS can operate only until 10 February. Of $4.5 
million requested, only $124,000 has been received. To date, the Logistics and 
Emergency Telecommunications special operation has received no funding.   

 UNHAS is operating weekly flights from Bamako to Kayes, Mopti and Niamey (Niger). 
Ministry of Defence authorization has been requested to fly to Gao and Timbuktu, 
where landing strip assessments will be conducted. Given current needs, UNHAS 
has also requested authorization for the regional UNHAS fleet (Niger, Mauritania and eventually Chad) to fly 
over and land in Mali. 

 Five mobile storage units have now been received by the Logistics Cluster through WFP. These units will 
increase temporary storage space for partners who request it.  

 The Logistics Cluster is assessing alternative routes and supply options to reach northern Mali. Cross-border 
operations and pre-positioning options are being explored with Niger, Burkina Faso and Mauritania. Distribution 
plans from Niger are in place, and the first distributions should begin shortly. 

 Given projected increases in needs, the Logistics Cluster is reviewing its concept of operations (CONOPS). In 
addition, the cluster is consolidating partners’ present and expected storage and transport needs in the coming 
weeks and keeping the fuel contingency plan up to date.  

 

10 Feb 
Last day UNHAS can 
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Background on the crisis 

In January 2012, a rebellion erupted in northern Mali led by a Tuareg separatist movement, the Mouvement national de libération de 

l’Azawad (MNLA). The secular MNLA allied with several armed Islamist groups, and their early territorial gains led to a military coup in 

Bamako on 22 March. Under international pressure, the coup leaders quickly ceded power, but some continued to interfere with decisions 

of the new civilian Government. Amid political uncertainty in the capital, the rebellion captured the three northern regions of Kidal, Gao and 

Timbuktu – a mostly desert area slightly larger than France – within several days. They then announced the end of hostilities and 

proclaimed the independent state of “Azawad”, which was rejected by the international community. The situation along the de facto north-

south dividing line remained calm until the end of 2012, when Islamist groups seized power from the MNLA. These groups professed less 

interest in an independent north than in imposing strict Islamic law on the country.  

 

ECOWAS moved to create an African force (AFISMA) to help Malian authorities restore the country’s territorial integrity. The UN Security 

Council authorized this force on 20 December 2012, with an additional mandate to ensure security for humanitarian assistance and the 

voluntary return of displaced people. Shortly afterwards, rebel groups launched an offensive moving south, capturing the town of Konna on 

10 January 2013. The Government of Mali subsequently requested immediate military assistance from France, which began rapidly. The 

current conflict started in the midst of a Sahel-wide food and nutrition crisis that further eroded the resilience of millions of people already 

suffering from chronic poverty. Despite a good harvest in 2012, millions continue to suffer, and the new fighting is creating additional 

humanitarian needs.   

Emergency Telecommunications (ETC) 

 Re-deployed ETC services are up and running in Mopti. A planned assessment mission to Ségou has been 
delayed, as other locations in the north are projected to open shortly and could be more important for 
humanitarian operations. The cluster is currently operational in Bamako and Mopti and plans to deploy to Gao, 
Timbuktu, Kidal and Kayes upon receiving security clearance. 

 Télécoms sans frontières (TSF) arrived in Mali on 1 February and has established an internet connection for 
municipal authorities in Timbuktu. The TSF mission to Timbuktu is expected to last a week and will focus on 
training.   

General Coordination 

 Information on all regularly scheduled coordination meetings and contact information for all clusters are 
available on mali.humanitarianresponse.info.  

 On 1 February, OCHA held its first weekly information meeting for the humanitarian community, chaired by the 
Mali Humanitarian Coordinator. Presentations covered the humanitarian situation and civil-military coordination. 
These presentations can be downloaded on mali.humanitarianresponse.info.  

 The Mali Support Group met in Brussels on 5 February to review strategies to stabilize Mali after the crisis. 
About 40 officials from West Africa, Europe, the UN, the AU, ECOWAS and the World Bank attended. The 
meeting focused mainly on AFISMA funding mechanisms and the resumption of development aid, which has 
been largely frozen since the military coup on 22 March 2012. 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3204 
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: thiamk@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3497 
Remi Dourlot, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROWCA, E-mail: dourlot@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 4004 
Delphine Pastorel, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: pastorel@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 4002 
Guido Pizzini, Information management Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: pizzini@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3203  
Quentin Levet, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY, E-mail: levet@un.org Tel: +1 646 266 4410 
 

For more information, please visit:  
http//mali.humanitarianresponse.info  or  www.unocha.org/rowca   
To be added or deleted from this Situation Report mailing list, please email ochamali@un.org  
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