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In Numbers 

717,200 people affected 

190,110 people in need of food assistance 

5,143 people assisted in September 2016 

WFP Assistance 

 

Highlights 

 So far in 2016, WFP El Salvador has assisted 

163,000 people affected by two consecutive years of 

drought. Of these, 43,000 people were identified as 

highly vulnerable and received supplementary 

nutritious food, in order to prevent malnutrition. Two 

thirds of assisted vulnerable people are children 

aged 6 to 59 months, while one third are pregnant 

or breastfeeding women and elderly people. 

 WFP continues working closely with the Government 

of El Salvador in relief and development projects to 

support families affected by drought. 

 

Restoring Food 

Security and 

Livelihoods for 

Vulnerable Groups 

Affected by Recurrent 

Shocks in El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras 

and Nicaragua 
 

Regional PRRO 200490 

Jan 2014 - Dec 2017 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

17.9 m 
4.6 m 
(25%) 

  2.2 m 
(88%) 

*October 2016 - March 2017 

The Main objectives are: (1) to meet immediate food 

needs of the most vulnerable food insecure households 

and communities affected by shocks, and (2) facilitate 

early recovery through asset creation laying the 

foundation for a transition to resilience building. Thus, 

51,058 people affected by drought have been assisted 

through Food for Asset (FFA)/Food for Training (FFT) 

activities with support from NGO partners and 

government counterparts. 

Trust Fund NUTRIMOS 

 

200878 

June 2015- December 2016 

 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

1.3 m 
1.3 m  

(100%) 

 

The objective of this Nutrition Trust Fund is to prevent 

stunting among children under 2 years, and malnutrition 

in pregnant and nursing women. Using Canadian funds, 

WFP has introduced Super Cereal Plus in supermarkets 

under a private brand (Dany), thus making the product 

available to all consumers. The shift from direct 

distribution of the commodity at health centers to the 

provision of commodity vouchers, reduces the burden on 

the health system and makes existing cash transfers and 

social protection mechanisms more nutrition sensitive. A 

NUTRIMOS II trust fund is under approval. 

Trust Fund ProFarmers  

 

200815 

Jun 2015 – Feb 2018 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

2.7 m 
2.7 m  

(100%) 

Under the ProFarmers Trust Fund, WFP is working with 

the Ministry of Agriculture (MAG) to build upon and scale 

up the success reached through Purchase for Progress 

(P4P) activities in previous years. The goal of ProFarmers 

is to link 50,000 smallholder staple grain farmers to 

formal markets. 

Cooperativism, 

Resilience and 

Markets: Promoting 

access to markets for 
resilient smallholder 

farmers 

 

DEV 200932 

Jan 2016 – Jan 2018 

 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

2.9 m 
731,490 

(25%) 
0.3m 
(44%) 

*October 2016 - March 2017 

 

The Development Programme (DEV) aims to build 

resilience among smallholder farmers, cooperatives, and 

women participating in agriculture field schools of the 

government’s Ciudad Mujer programme and to reduce 

their vulnerability to food and nutrition insecurity by 

increasing the supply and demand for agricultural 

produce. WFP is introducing sustainable agricultural 

practices, supporting the diversification of production and 

the development of community stores where farmers can 

sell their surplus production.  

SANNHOS:  The multi-agency SANNHOS project, is 

strengthening the capacities of three municipal 

governments, to implement policies and actions 

promoting food and nutrition security. WFP recently 

trained 530 head of households, male and female, on 

fundamental rights to have access to food, and nutrition 

and hygiene education.  

 

 

 

 EMOP 200932 

Credit: WFP/Haydee Paguaga. 
Caption: Signing of the agreement between WFP and 

Super Selectos, Lactolac, McCormick and Unilever for the 

campaign "Join the Fight Against Child Malnutrition". 

Antiguo Cuscatlán, La Libertad. 

Main 
Photo 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf


WFP El Salvador Country Brief 
September 2016 

  

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP signed an agreement with the supermarket chain 

"Super Selectos" where companies like Lactolac, 
McCormick and Unilever will carry out the campaign 
entitled "Join the Fight Against Child Malnutrition". The 

dissemination of the campaign will be supported by: 
Publimóvil Group, Radio Stereo Group, and the 
newspapers “El Mundo” and “La Prensa Gráfica”. 

 
The campaign will have a 3-month duration, from 19 
September to 19 December. This initiative seeks to 
benefit children from vulnerable areas who are 
supported through Nutrimos El Salvador project, 
executed by WFP and the Ministry of Health, with 

87,500 food rations. 
 

 The first week of this month, El Salvador Country  
Office welcomed a mission from Headquarters and 
Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The main objective was to support a workshop to 

review the Country Strategic Plan 2017-2021. After 
the workshop, a first draft was presented to 

government entities (National Council for Food 
Security and Nutrition, and Technical Secretariat of the 
Presidency) as well as the Resident Coordinator of the 
United Nations. 
 

 On 19 - 23 September, a second mission from 

Headquarters and Regional Office for Latin America 

and the Caribbean visited the country. This time, with 

the objective to introduce an Integrated Roadmap 

Transformation that aligns the Country Strategic Plan 

(CSP), the Country Portfolio Budget (CPB) and the 

Corporate Results Framework (CRF). All this aims to 

achieve Zero Hunger by 2030 (Sustainable 

Development Goal 2). 

 

 Eight field schools have been established in 

coordination with the partner IICA (Inter-American 

Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture), where 

families learn new production techniques, soil 

conservation works, pest management, and good 

agricultural practices. 

 

Challenges 

 The DEV project is facing a critical lack of funding: 
thus far only one fourth of the total needs are funded. 

Of the planned 600 households to be assisted during 
the first year of the project, only 250 households will 
receive assistance unless further contributions are 
secured. Thus implying that 1,800 vulnerable 
individuals will not be participating in project activities, 
and may fall into a state of severe food insecurity. 

 

 The regional PRRO project similarly faces significant 

lack of funding and urgently requires 2.2m to 

complete the planned activities in the next six 
months. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

El Salvador is the most densely populated country in 

Central America. 35 percent of households live in 

multidimensional poverty and the proportion of 

households living in income poverty increased from 

29.6 percent in 2013 to 31.9 percent in 2014 (National 

Household Survey, 2014), which is reflected by a Gini 

coefficient of 0.45. The country is ranked 14th on the 
2016 World Risk Index. 

Security remains a major concern for authorities. El 

Salvador is currently the most violent country in the 

western hemisphere, with approximately 6,650 

homicides in 2015, which places it in the homicide rate 

of 103 per 100,000 inhabitants (InSight Crime, 2016). 

The extremely high homicide rate in this country is 

marked by significant occurrence of gang-related 

crimes and juvenile delinquency. Most of the murders 

committed were carried out by local gangs competing 
for power and territory. 

As per the 2012–2016 country strategy, WFP El 

Salvador supports the development of sustainable 

government social protection programmes through 

three strategic areas i) improving the social protection 

of vulnerable population groups through food security 

and nutrition interventions; ii) risk mitigation disaster; 

and iii) strengthening small farmers and development 
of related markets.  

WFP has been present in El Salvador since 1971.As per 

the 2012–2016 country strategy, WFP El Salvador supports the development 

of sustainable government-run social protection programmes, nutrition-

oriented interventions, and restoring food security and livelihoods through 

the assistance for vulnerable groups affected by recurrent natural disasters in 

El Salvador.  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 14% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Donors 
PRRO 200490: Germany, US (Food for Peace), Netherlands, 
Canada, Sweden, Denmark and Korea. PROFARMERS: Howard G. 
Buffett Foundation. SANNHOS: SDG Fund. Nutrition project: 
Canada and Private sector donors. DEV 200932: Italy 
 
 

 
 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

116 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Contact info: Marco Selva, DCD (marco.selva@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Nils Grede 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/el-salvador 

 

Population: 6.4 million 

mailto:marco.selva@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/el-salvador

