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In Numbers 

717,200 people affected 

190,110 people in need of food assistance 

135,435 people assisted in May 2016 

WFP Assistance 

 

Highlights 

 El Salvador’s main TV network TCS produced four 2 

minute videos which were broadcasted throughout the 

month of May on television channels 2, 4 and 6. 

(https://vimeo.com/167913471).  

 WFP, the municipality of San Salvador and La Casa 

Tomada launched the “ConectArte” project, a joint 

initiative seeking to provide Salvadoran youth with the 

necessary skills to improve their lives and that of their 

communities through street art.  

 More than 30 people, including members of Farmers 

Organizations, WFP staff and MAG-CENTA staff, obtained 

a formal “Training of Trainers” certification from the 

Central American University after having attended an 

intensive 5-week course at the university. 

 
 

Restoring Food 

Security and 

Livelihoods for 

Vulnerable Groups 

Affected by Recurrent 

Shocks in El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras 

and Nicaragua 
 

Regional PRRO 200490 

Jan 2014 - Dec 2016 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

17.9 m 
4.6 m 
(25%) 

  1.6 m 
(43%) 

*June - November 2016 

Main objectives are: (1) to meet immediate food needs of 

the most vulnerable food insecure households and 

communities affected by shocks, and (2) to facilitate early 

recovery through asset creation laying the foundation for 

a transition to resilience building. Thus far, 51,058 people 

affected by drought have been assisted through Food for 

Asset (FFA)/Food for Training (FFT) activities with support 

from NGO partners and government counterparts. 

Trust Fund 

NUTRIMOS 
 

200878 

June 2015- June 2016 

 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

1 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

1.3 m 
1.3 m  

(100%) 
n/a 

 

The objective of the Nutrition Capacity Strengthening Plan 

is to prevent stunting among children under 2 years, and 

malnutrition in pregnant and nursing women. Using 

Canadian funds, WFP will introduce Super Cereal Plus on 

supermarket shelves, making it available to all 

consumers. The shift from direct distribution of the 

commodity at health centers to the provision of 

commodity vouchers, will reduce the burden on the health 

system and make existing cash transfer and social 

protection mechanisms more nutrition sensitive.  

Trust Fund ProFarmers  

 

200815 

Jun 2015 – Feb 2018 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

2.6 m 
2.6 m  

(100%) 
N/A 

 

 

Under the ProFarmers Trust Fund, WFP is working with 

the Ministry of Agriculture (MAG) to scale up its 

successful implementation of Purchase for Progress (P4P) 

activities. The goal is to link 50,000 smallholder staple 

grain farmers to formal markets. 

Cooperativism, 

Resilience and 

Markets: Promoting 

access to markets for 
resilient smallholder 

farmers 

 

DEV 200932 

Jan 2016 – Jan 2018 

 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

2.9 m 
731,490 

(25%) 

200,000

m 
(25%) 

*June - November 2016 

 

The DEV aims at building resilience among smallholder 

farmers, cooperatives, and women participating in farmer 

schools of the government’s Ciudad Mujer programme 

and at reducing their vulnerability to food and nutrition 

insecurity by increasing the supply and demand for 

agricultural produce. WFP introduces sustainable 

agricultural practices, supports the diversification of 

production and the development of community stores 

where farmers can sell their surplus production.  

SANNHOS:  The multi-agency SANNHOS project, is 

strengthening the capacities of three municipal 

governments to implement policies and actions 

promoting food and nutrition security. WFP recently 

trained 530 head of households, male and female, on 

fundamental rights to have access to food, and nutrition 

and hygiene education.  

 

 

 

 

Credit: Photo © WFP/ Javier Mejia 
Caption: “ConectArte” workshop closure event. San 
Salvador. 
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Operational Updates 

 ConectArte supports “Plan El Salvador Seguro”, a 

government programme seeking to reduce violence 

and insecurity while addressing the main challenges 

affecting Salvadoran youth, such as the lack of 

employment and economic opportunities, access to 

education, gang violence and food insecurity. To 

initiate the launch of the project, an inaugural 

workshop was held from 25 to 29 April. The workshop 

included the participation of six international artists 

coming from Australia, Mexico, Ecuador and Brazil, 

who shared their skills and experience with eight local 

artists. This group jointly taught street art techniques, 

such as stencil art, lettering, mural painting, balloon 

making and street sculpture to 45 youngsters from 

San Jacinto and Centro Histórico. 

 

 Two staff members of WFP El Salvador attended the 
“WFP Innovation Accelerator” bootcamp (Munich, 
Germany) in order to present and improve a 
verification method of the conditionality of social 

protection projects. WFP Innovation Accelerator was 

opened to nurture innovation in WFP while 
collaborating with external experts from diverse 
sectors and institutions. Linking the operations of WFP 
with the latest technologies and trends will help WFP 
end hunger. If the proposed method is approved and 
funds are received, WFP will test the verification 

process under a pilot project.  

 

Challenges 

 The protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO) 
faces a shortfall of 62% to complete planned activities 
over the next 12 months. This shortfall represents 
USD 3.9 millions in CBT and USD 0.7 million 
corresponding to 854 mt of commodities. 

 

 The Ministry of Environment (MARN) has anticipated 
that this year will be marked by the El Niño and La 
Niña phenomena. The El Niño is gradually weakening 
and entering a neutral phase in the May-July period 

(first quarter of rainy season). It is estimated that 
during these months, the total rainfall will be slightly 
lower, with short dry periods, followd by an intense 
heatwave in July-August. The total rain will be 185 
mm below the average in the east. There is a 52% of 
probability of the development of La Niña from August 
to October, which could result in increased rain at the 

end of the 2016 rainy season. Although an overall 
positive trend is expected for August, but with an 
uneven distribution: a deficit on the eastern coast and 
mild deficit in the rest of the country. The start of the 
rainy season might be slightly delayed by the second 
half of May and early June for the east.  

 

 

 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

El Salvador is the most densely populated country in 

Central America. 35 percent of households live in 

multidimensional poverty and the proportion of 

households living in income poverty increased from 

29.6 percent in 2013 to 31.9 percent in 2014 

(National Household Survey, 2014), as measured by 

a Gini coefficient of 0.45. The country is ranked 10 

on the 2015 World Risk Index and 12 on the 2015 

Global Climate Risk Index.  

In 2014, El Salvador experienced the negative 

impact of the coffee rust disease and a severe 

drought which affected over 30,000 families across 

the country. Security has remained a major concern 

for authorities in 2014. Gangs (maras) and 

organised crime concentrate their activities on 

narcotics, homicides, carjacking, and extortion. El 

Salvador ranks fourth among countries with the 
highest homicide rate (UNODC, 2012).  

As per the 2012–2016 Country Strategy, WFP 

supports the development of sustainable social 

protection programmes run by the government, 

nutrition oriented interventions, and food security 

and livelihoods through assistance to vulnerable 
groups affected by recurrent natural disasters. 

 

 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 14% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Donors 
PRRO 200490: Germany, US (Food for Peace), Netherlands, 
Canada, Sweden, Denmark and Korea. Donors for 
PROGRESANDO: USAID. PROFARMERS: Howard G. Buffett 
Foundation. SANNHOS: SDG Fund. Nutrition project: 
Government of Canada, and Private sector donors. DEV 200932: 
Italian Development 
 
 

 
 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

116 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Contact info: Robert Oliver (robert.oliver@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Nils Grede 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/el-salvador 

 

Population: 6.4 million 
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