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 Situation Report   
 

       

 

 

 

This report was compiled based on information received from Government sectors, Provincial Disaster Centres and 

other humanitarian partner. The next report will be issued on or around 10 November, 2015. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 El Nino conditions have been predicted to continue into 2016 although some rains were 
experienced in parts of the country.  

 Total affected population in four regions of PNG still remains at 2.4 million however the categories 
of people affected have changed in some places. 

 Deaths relating to diseases and starvation have been report by Provincial Disaster Centres and 
other partners.  

 Access to clean and sufficient quantity of food remain as priority issues in all provinces. 

 A consolidated assessment report outlining the full situational overview of the impacts of drought 
and frost, identified needs and key response actions as well as a resource mobilization plan have 
been submitted to the National Executive Council for endorsement on 21 October, 2015. 
 

.  
 

 
 
 

II. Situation Overview 

Weather bureaus within the Pacific region 
have predicted the continuation of a strong El 
Nino into early 2016 as atmospheric and 
ocean conditions continue to reinforce each 
other. Sea surface temperature around the 
tropical Pacific remained at 2 degrees above 
average and 1 degree above the threshold. 
Cloud formation within the region has shifted 
towards the eastern Pacific region due to 
weaker trade winds. International climate 
models have also predicted that the El Nino 
would peak around late 2015.  While this is 
warning consistent with update from PNG 
National Weather Service (NWS), scattered 
showers were experienced in most parts of 
PNG however the amount of moisture is still 
not sufficient for the dry environment. 
According to NWS, the highest rainfall for the 
month of September was recorded in Momote, Manus Province with approximately 190 millimetres. The 
lowest for the same period was reported in Port Moresby with just 2.2 millimetres. The weather outlook for 
PNG for October to December, 2015 indicates that below normal rainfall is expected for all provinces. This 
information is consistent with the above prediction on the peak period of the El Nino towards the end of 
2015. 
 
As the current weather pattern persists deficit in precipitation will remain for most of 2015 over PNG. Food 
production and availability of water will continue to be affected. Education of school aged students, as well 
as health and nutrition of most vulnerable communities continue to be a major concern.  NDC’s estimate of 
2.4 million affected people still remains current however areas previously not facing water shortage are now 
in need of water. Other socio-economic impacts continue to surface as the drought continues. Sirinumu and 
Yonki dams used for generation of electricity are at very low levels. The drop in water levels at the Yonki 
dam is likely to have serious impact on electricity supply for seven provinces (Eastern Highlands, Enga, 
Chimbu, Southern Highlands, Western Highlands, Madang and Morobe).  
 
There is also impact on areas such as livelihoods of the communities that depend heavily on agriculture for 
income. Reports from provinces generally indicate increase in food prices in markets as quality and quantity 
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of food continue to decrease. Department of Agriculture and Livestock (DAL) is looking into ways of 
addressing the current food shortage through National Agriculture Research Institute (NARI) and National 
Agriculture Quarantine and Inspection Authority (NAQIA). Support has also been received from the 
Taiwanese Mission through the NARI Regional Centres. PNG Correctional Services has also conducted an 
assessment of all Jail facilities around PNG. Most jails grow their own food which is now severely affected 
by the drought and frost. Discussions are currently taking place to address the food and water shortages in 
the institution. 
 
Food distribution and access to water are priorities for areas in categories 4-5. As of the date of this report, 
National Disaster Centre (NDC) has supplied over 2475 tons of food supplies to over 200,000 households 
in 10 provinces. In addition to food purchased by the national government, some churches and provincial 
administrations have used their own funds to procure and supply food in the provinces. See annex 1 for 
map of relief distribution as at 20

th
 October, 2015. 

 
 
A consolidated assessment report outlining the full situational overview of the impacts of drought and frost 
together with a response strategy was submitted to the National Executive Council (NEC) for endorsement 
on 21 October, 2015. The same submission also consisted of a humanitarian budget. These documents will 
inform the basis of resource mobilization plan for the government. A total humanitarian budget for PGK175 
million was put together by NDC based on consultation with PDCs and key sectors however NEC has 
increased the budget to PGK178 million with additional contingencies. An approximate amount of PGK58 
million is needed on a monthly basis to provide the much needed assistance to all affected areas. This 
covers provision of food, water and related response, health, logistics and agriculture based response. 
NDC’s calculation of food ration is based on minimum standards of 2100 kilocalories energy intake or 500-
600 grams of food per person per day. Current composition of food basket used by NDC is flour, oil, rice, 
salt or noodles and tinned fish. Variation of composition and quantity are made depending on the local 
situation. 
 
Highlands Region: 
Frost continues to affected areas of high altitude in the highlands region. Kandep in Enga Province and 
Upper Wage Local Level Government (LLG) in Hela Province continue to experience multiple frost events in 
early October, 2015. Most parts of the highlands region remain dry however there were reports of rainfall 
and showers along the Highlands highway. Despite the recent rains in the region, shortage of water for 
household consumption continues to be an issue. Recent observations along Bena and Waghi rivers 
revealed low water levels.  As a result of low water levels along these major rivers, locals have resorted to 
creating artificial dams to collect enough water for carting. There were some signs of people migrating close 
to water sources in order to avoid walking for long distances to fetch water for daily use. Deaths due to 
eating poisonous vegetables were also reported to the authorities. 
 
 
Momase Region: 
Parts Momase region have experienced rain in the last two weeks however reports of food and water 
shortages continue to reach NDC. Disease such as dysentery and typhoid were reported in Angoram and 
Wosera/Gawi districts of East Sepik Province. There are health concerns at the Manam Care Centres in 
Madang Province. There were unconfirmed reports of death relating to starvation in Madang and Morobe 
Provinces which are being investigated by health authorities. 
 
 
New Guinea Islands Region: 
Rain and showers were also experienced in parts of New Guinea Islands Region. Heavy rain in Central 
Bougainville has caused flooding and landslide resulting in temporary blockage to road access. On the 
contrary, dry weather continues to persist in Buka and the surrounding atolls of Bougainville. In Manus 
Province, all 12 LLGs have either not been receiving rain or have received very little rain for the past two 
months. Manus Provincial Disaster Centre (PDC) estimates that over 50, 000 people are affected and 
require immediate assistance with clean water for cooking and drinking. This figure includes approximately 
28% of school aged children. Of those affected, about 50% require immediate food ration and supply of 
clean water for cooking and drinking. The situation in New Island and East New Britain still remain as 
category 3 with main issue to be shortage of water. Bali/Vitu LLG in West New Britain is a high priority area 
in terms of food and water shortage. Food shortages in Open Bay and inland Pomio have been further 
exacerbated by bush fires which severely damaged food gardens. New Ireland has reported. 19 wards in 6 
LLGs in New Ireland have reported to be experiencing shortage of food and water.  
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Southern Region: 
Villages along Aroma coast received some rain in early October however other areas in Central Province 
continue to face food and water shortages. All areas within the NCD boundary including the peri-urban 
areas have not reported serious issues with water even though the issue of illegal water connections is 
causing decrease in water pressure to some suburbs in the city. Eda Ranu, the state-own entity responsible 
for management of water supply in National Capital District revealed that the dam level is now at 38% of its 
full capacity and can continue to serve Port Moresby’s electricity and water demands for the next five 
months. Eda Ranu also clarified that Port Moresby’s water consumption can continue to be served for the 
next nine months under the current weather conditions if PNG Power Limited shuts down the hydro 
electricity plants and migrates over to thermal electricity generation.  
 
The drought continues to affect key institutions in the Southern Region. Schools in rural areas of the region 
have reduced classes to half day only. Similar challenges are also being faced by health facilities in rural 
and some urban areas. Corrections Services staff and prisoners of Ningerum Jail in Kiunga are severely 
affected due to decline in supply of food and water which is partly caused by reduced water levels at Fly 
river.   
 
 

III. Humanitarian Response  

 
  
Highlands Region: 
Since the last situation report was issued, second round of food distribution have commenced in affected 
areas in Chimbu, Eastern Highlands, Enga, Southern Highlands and Western Highlands Provinces. Water 
distribution is currently ongoing in parts of Hela Province supported by ExxonMobil while procurement of 
food rations is in progress. So far, no response has taken place in Jiwaka due to the delayed impact of 
drought however NDC has just commenced the procurement process for the worst affected areas in the 
province based on recent reports. Food distribution has also been supported by Caritas PNG in Enga and 
Western Highlands Provinces while some Open Members have also conducted their own food distributions 
in their electorates.  NDC has been in contact with the PDCs and are aware of the challenges currently 
faced in term of coordination. CARE International and PNG Red Cross Society are also supporting 
response efforts in the Highlands region. Areas of focus were mainly in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH), Gender and Agriculture and Livelihoods. Detailed sector assessments were also conducted by the 
health sector in the highlands region in mid- October. 
 
 
Momase Region: 
East Sepik Provincial Administration has reallocated some of its funding to procure food rations and water 
supply for Wewak Islands LLG (Walis, Tarawai, Vokeo, Koil, Wei, Ruprup, Kadowar and Biem Islands). The 
PNG Defence Force has provided logistical support to East Sepik Provincial administration through the use 
of its air and sea assets. Distribution also included clean water, water containers and purification tablets. .  
 
Additional food supplies for over 17,000 families in five districts are in the process of being procured for 
Morobe Province. These locations include Bulolo, Huon Gulf, Kabwum, Markham,Tewae/ Siassi districts. 
Morobe Provincial administration has completed first round of distribution to Bulolo and Kabwum districts. 
Food rations for 8000 families in Telefomin district, West Sepik Province will be transferred once logistical 
arrangement is completed. Madang PDC has procured food rations for Long Island and will commence food 
distribution by end of October, 2015 while requests for supplies to Manam Care Centres in Bogia district 
and Tep Tep in Rai Coast district are being addressed by NDC. In support of the PDC, Caritas PNG has 
also distributed food and non-food-items at the Manam Care Centres. 
 
New Guinea Islands Region:  
The Autonomous Government of Bougainville just completed a round of food and non-food item distribution 
to island atolls of Carterets, Motlock, Nissan and Tasman. According to ABG Provincial Disaster Centre, a 
total of 103 tons of rice was supplied to maintain food supplies for more than six months. The food ration is 
part of the ongoing program of the ABG to the atolls. ABG also implemented the carting of water supply to 
surrounding areas of Buka to address water shortage issues in affected communities. East New Britain 
Provincial Administration has purchased one hundred of 3,000 litres capacity water tanks of which 77 have 
already been supplied to affected areas. These tanks will be placed in communal locations for community 
access. Apart from the water tanks, the National Government have assisted with supplying water containers 
to all LLGs. West New Britain PDC has commenced second lot of relief distribution to communities in 
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Bali/Vitu LLG. Procurement of water containers for Manus and New Ireland provinces are in progress. In 
addition, the New Ireland Provincial Administration has also assisted in supplying K40, 000.00 worth of food 
supplies to the most affected areas of Tikana, Murat and Emirau. 
 
 
Southern Region: 
Procurement of second round of food rations for Goilala district has been completed and is awaiting 
transportation to the affected areas. In addition, delivery of water using water carts is also taking place in 
villages in Central Province especially those closer to Port Moresby city. Food supplies have also been 
procured for east Kerema LLG in Gulf Province and the two districts (Ijivitari and Sohe) of Northern 
Province.NDC has also assisted the Correctional Services to transport relief supplies to Ningerum Jail in 
Kiunga, Western Province. Additional request for food supplies for Correctional Services staff and prisoners 
was submitted to NDC to facilitate the procurement.  
 
Others: 

 The National Executive Council has approved the humanitarian budget for PGK178 million to 
support relief activities. Funding will be reallocated from the Provincial and District Services 
Improvement Programs to cater for the relief exercise however the model of implementation will be 
through existing DRM structures. 

 Included in the budget are costs for provision of food ration to all affected provinces, facilitation of 
access to water supply using appropriate means, logistics support, health and agriculture based 
response.  

 The National Disaster Committee and Department of Prime Minister and NEC are planning to hold 
a Response Planning and Resource Mobilization Workshop in early November to address some of 
the coordination challenges currently faced at the provincial and district levels 

 

 

IV. General Coordination 

 

 Regular meetings and consultation with relevant government departments on sector specific 
responses are actively taking place and driven to the National Disaster Centre. 

 NDC continues to receive requests from INGOs for letters of support and values the willingness of 
organizations to remain coordinated with the mandated GoPNG institutions in Disaster Risk 
Management. 

 Water and Sanitation sub-committee met on 9
th
 October and discussed possible ways of 

addressing the current water needs. NDoH is the lead agency responsible for coordinating the 
Water and Sanitation sub-committee activities. 

 The National Disaster Response Committee met on 21 October to discuss progress of sector 
responses. The same meeting also endorsed submission to NEC. 

 Eleven international organizations have provided NDC with their Humanitarian Assistance Tracking 
forms. Total amount of funding/pledges indicated so far is less than 3% of the humanitarian budget. 
Proposed activities cover all live saving sectors except food and logistics. 

 
 

V. Contact Information 

Acting Director: Mr. Martin Mose 
Telephone: 301 4701 Fax: 301 4747 
E-mail: mmose@pngndc.gov.pg   
 
Assistant Director 
Operations: Mr. Andrew Oaego 
Telephone: 301 4702 Fax: 301 4747 
E-mail: aoaego@pngndc.gov.pg  
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Annex 1: Map of outlining distribution of relief supplies as at 20 October, 2015 
 
 


