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 WFP Assistance 

 
Leveraging National 

Capacity through 

Partnerships for Food 

and Nutrition Security 

 

Country Programme 

200238:  
(July 2013 - Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

165.4 m 
127 m 
(77%) 

- 

* June – November 2016 

WFP Egypt provides food assistance in the form of 

school snacks and take-home entitlements to enhance 

children’s access to education and help combat child 

labour. WFP aims to expand these school feeding 

activities across 16 governorates to reach 1.2 million 

children and their families by 2017.  

In Egypt, there are 1.6 million children involved in 

hazardous work; poverty continues to prevent their 

access to education. WFP targets girls living in rural 

areas, as they are less likely to attend school than 

boys and girls in urban areas.  

WFP also provides technical support to the 

Government of Egypt by assisting with the 

development of a sustainable strategy for the National 

School Feeding programme. 

In addition, WFP supports asset creation through its 

Food Assistance For Assets (FFA) activities, to 

enhance livelihoods and build resilience to the effects 

of climate change. 

Food Assistance to 

Vulnerable Syrian 

Populations 

 

Regional EMOP 

200433:  

(July 2012 - December 

2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

127 m 
81.8 m  
(64%) 

  7 m 
(49%) 

* June – November 2016 

As of May 2016, there are 120,491 registered refugees 

from Syria in Egypt (UNHCR). Detailed information on 

food insecurity are currently being collected through 

the vulnerability re-assessment in collaboration with 

UNHCR.  

 

Refugees receive assistance in the form of monthly 

CBTs through a voucher, which supports the local 

economy through partner supermarkets and allows 

refugees greater choice and dignity.  

WFP supports the participation of women in all aspects 

of assistance. Cultural norms are accommodated at 

voucher distribution sites by means of separate male 

and female waiting areas and female staff available 

on-site. 

Assistance to 

Egyptian Returnees 

from Libya  

 

EMOP 200835:  

(May 2015 - June 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

6 m 
1 m  

(18%) 
800,000 

(85%) 

* June – November2016 

 
Following severe delays, in June, the EMOP will 

provide assistance to Egyptians fleeing the crisis in 

Libya. Returnees arrive in Egypt with limited means 

of subsistence and face challenges in finding 

employment. Most returnees are low-skilled 

labourers, usually men from rural Upper Egypt whose 

villages of origin have few economic prospects. WFP 

plans to provide a food voucher of EGP 340 

(approximately USD 39) to each returnee. 

 

 

Highlights 

 The joint Egyptian Vulnerability Assessment for 

Syrian Refugees (EVAR), in collaboration with 

UNHCR is ongoing. During May, data was collected 

from 1,600 households across Cairo, Alexandria and 

Damietta. The EVAR is expected to be completed by 

the end of August.  

 

 WFP Egypt started the rehabilitation of 18 

community schools.   

 

 In May, WFP Egypt distributed 14,000 cash-based 

transfer (CBT) cards (USD 11.26 per card) as part 

of the School Feeding take-home entitlement scale 

up.  

Credit: Photo © WFP/Amina Al Korey  
Caption: A class of children in a rural community school 
receive their daily snacks.  
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Photo 

 

In Numbers 

795,595 School Feeding children assisted 

65,382 Syrian refugees assisted  
 

53% 47% 

People Assisted* 
*Based on community and 

public school children  

receiving daily snacks and 

regional EMOP beneficiaries 

in May 2016 
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Operational Updates 

 School Feeding CBT scale up: In May, 14,000 CBT 

cards were distributed to assist 70,000 people in four 

governorates. Two additional governorates will receive 

their cards in June to bring the total distributed number 

to 21,200 cards, or more than 105,000 people. 

 

 School Rehabilitation: WFP supports the creation of 

conducive learning environments through renovation 

and rehabilitation of schools under school feeding 

activities. Since the beginning of the year, WFP Egypt 

has assessed 1,000 schools in five governorates. These 

assessments detailed the school conditions and 

identified renovation work to be done. In May, 

rehabilitation of 18 community schools has started in 

Menia governorate.  
 

 Capacity building exchange missions: A series of 

exchange missions took place between WFP-supported 

School Feeding projects in different governorates. These 

missions enhance NGO capacity, raise government 

stakeholders’ awareness on WFP’s School Feeding 

programme design and implementation in community 

schools, and strengthen the relationships between 

government stakeholders and NGO partners.  
 

 ‘Building Resilient Food Security Systems to 

Benefit the Southern Egypt Region’: The project 

started implementation of 750 demonstration fields for 

sorghum cultivation in 14 villages of the region. 

Sorghum is more heat tolerant than traditional maize. 

Consequently, farmers that sow crop sorghum instead of 

maize supports their resilience by reducing production 

losses in heat waves.  
 

 Europe Day: On 30 May, WFP Egypt participated in the 

Europe Day celebration which was hosted by the 

European Union (EU) delegation to Egypt in the garden 

of the National Museum of Egypt. The event showcased 

projects funded by the EU in Egypt and was attended by 

high-level representation from the Government of 

Egypt, UN agencies and other partners. 

 

Challenges 

 Access to food: Food insecurity in Egypt remains an 

issue of household access to food driven by diminishing 

purchasing power. The average Egyptian household 

spends more than 40 percent of their income on food, 

rising to more than 60 percent for the poorest families. 

Fluctuations in foreign currency reserves and exchange 

rates remains a risk to food access for vulnerable 

people.  

 

 Shortage of rice: Since early 2016 Egypt has been 

facing an unprecedented price increase in the local rice 

market. A surge for exports earlier in the year, along 

with a high demand in rice prior to Ramadan, increased 

prices and reduced the availability of paddy rice in the 

local market. The price of rice has increased from EGP 

6.55 in March to approximately EGP 9 at the beginning 
of June. WFP is mitigating the risk by negotiating with 

the Ministry of Supply, as well as by exploring additional 

alternatives to purchase, and deliver the rice quantities 

as planned.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Donors 

Country Programme: EU, Canada, Germany, Egypt, Norway, USA and 
private sector donors  
Regional EMOP 200433: Canada, Germany, USA, UK, CERF, the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Japan, Norway, Estonia 
EMOP 200835: UK and SRAC 

 

 

 

 

 

Egypt ranked 108 of 188 countries in the 2015 UNDP 
Human Development Index, up from 110 in 2014. In 
the Gender Inequality Index, Egypt ranks 130, up 
from 131 in 2014.  
 
More than a quarter of the population are below the 
poverty line, of which 3.7 million are considered 
extremely poor and cannot meet their minimum food 
needs. An additional 20.8 million are categorised as 
living on the poverty line, with a high risk of falling 
into poverty. 
 
Poverty continues to be the main barrier to 
education in Egypt and there are at least 1.6 million 
children involved in hazardous work. Girls living in 
rural areas remain least likely to attend school. The 
government invests USD 110 million annually in the 
National School Feeding Programme that encourages 
school attendance and combats child labour. It 
reaches 12.5 million of the 17 million school pupils. 
However, food distribution is not consistent.  
 
WFP supports capacity development for key national 
institutions to monitor and respond to food security 
risks and strengthen safety nets. WFP has played an 
important role in providing emergency assistance to 
Syrian refugees in Egypt since early 2013 and also 
plans to provide support to Egyptians returning from 
Libya.  
 
WFP has been present in Egypt since 1968. 

Contact info: Amina Al Korey (amina.alkorey@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Menghestab Haile 

Further information: http://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt  

 

Stunting rates among children 

under 5:  30 % 

2015 Human Development Index: 

108 out of 188 

Income Level: Middle 

Population: 82 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt

