
There are more than 2,500 (totally and partially) damaged schools with 12,400 classrooms needing repairs and 4,400 needing replacement. More than 
500 day-care centres are totally damaged while more than 2,000 are partially damaged.

Despite efforts of Education Cluster members to up-scale the distribution of tents and tarpaulins for temporary learning spaces (TLS) and teaching and 
learning materials, more spaces for teaching and supplies across the affected region remain in high demand.

There remains the need to provide psychosocial support to both teachers and children, including those not attending schools. 

OVERVIEW

URGENT HUMANITARIAN NEEDS

Typhoon Haiyan swept through the central Philippines on 8 November, killing over 6,000 people, 
displacing some four million, and causing extensive damage to schools and the loss of school 
equipment and learning materials.

The official start of the school term, 6 January 2014, saw the launch of the Back-to-Learning 
campaign. The opening of day-care centres was on 27 January 2014. Under the leadership of the 
Department of Education (DepEd), the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) 
and concerned Local Government Units, Education Cluster partners are working together to ensure 
children in areas affected by Typhoon Yolanda return to learning.

EDUCATION CLUSTER

CLUSTER RESPONSE 

Current interventions have adopted an intersectoral approach, with especially strong linkages to WASH and Child Protection to ensure a safe and 
healthy learning environment for affected children. Cluster partners have reached 435,000 pre-school and school-aged children (3-17 years) with the 
provision of learning materials and established over 2,069 TLS. These spaces are a combination of tents for teaching space, and classroom roofs and 
walls temporality repaired with tarpaulins, providing educational space for over 200,000 children.

The Back-to-Learning campaign announcing the return to school on 6 January has utilized communications and messaging to engage children, youth, 
parents and community networks at the barangay (village) level to encourage children to return to school. One of the key components is to encourage 
teachers to better use the advantages of a context-appropriate curriculum. The Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) Working Group 
prepared for the reopening of day-care centres on 27 January with a communication campaign, and the distribution of learning supplies, tarpaulins and 
tents.   

Psychosocial support for teachers and students is another vital area of intervention. Teachers and day-care workers will also be supported with training 
on child-centred teaching methodologies and providing education in emergencies.

DepEd, with the TLS working group, has finalized recommendations for appropriate designs for establishing make-shift classrooms. Cluster partners are 
developing strategies for flood mitigation for TLSs. In addition, cluster partners are working with communities and DepEd to strengthen the resilience 
of the education system as a whole to such disasters. The WASH in Schools assessment has been completed to assist in the coordination of WASH 
efforts across affected areas and a strategy developed which will support existing DepEd programmes such as the Essential Health Care and WASH In 
Schools programmes. 
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CHALLENGES

In Region VIII, eight schools are still being utilized as 
evacuation centres (ECs) in Tacloban City and are 
currently home to 902 families. The numbers of IDPs in 
the schools are dropping steadily as families are found 
alternative accommodation. The Education Cluster is 
working with the CCCM, Shelter and Protection clusters 
and DSWD to ensure that no family has been forcibly 
evicted from the schools, that protection issues of 
children are addressed, and that alternative solutions 
are prioritized for those who are still unable to leave 
ECs. Further, the cluster in collaboration with DSWD 
is providing messaging to all the caregivers/parents in 
bunkhouse facilities to continue sending all children 
to school while ensuring all caregivers/parents that 
the surrounding public school heads welcome the 
placement/enrolment of children.

Better tracking of children’s attendance across all-
affected areas - including the most remote - is both a 
challenge and priority. Better analysis on the reasons 
why some children still have not returned is a further 
effort, to be led in parallel, to better tailor interventions 
so that all children regain access to education. The 
cluster is working closely with the Government and 
other partners to identify best response options. 
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Cluster lead agency / co-lead agency Department of Education / UNICEF

For further information, please contact: 

James Sparkes Cluster Coordinator james.sparkes@savethechildren.org

Fredrik Tell Cluster Coordinator fredrik.telle@gmail.com

Background on the crisis
Typhoon Haiyan (known locally as Yolanda) swept through the central Philippines on 8 November, killing over 6,000 people and displacing some 
4 million people, flattening homes and damaging schools, health centres and other infrastructure. Some experts estimate the storm was among 
the strongest ever to make landfall. On 9 November, the Government accepted the UN offer of international assistance. The Government also 
welcomed the deployment, in the initial phase of disaster response, of a large number of countries’ military assets. The humanitarian community’s 
one-year Strategic Response Plan calling for $788 million has been released and is closely aligned to the Government’s Yolanda Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Plan launched on 18 December.
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