
OVERVIEW

Monitoring and reports have revealed that many children in relocation sites have stopped going to school because of the distance to school, lack of 
finance, and other vulnerability issues. A quick assessment revealed that over 200 children in three bunkhouses in Tacloban city are out of school, 
many of whom are high school and college students. In collaboration with DSWD and the CCCM Cluster, an out-of-school children assessment of other 
relocation sites is ongoing. There is a need to continue monitoring the relocation of families and to ensure continued education for those children at risk 
of dropping out. 

There are more than 2,500 (totally and partially) damaged schools and more than 800 day-care centres partially or totally damaged. Teachers and 
education personnel need to be trained on education in emergencies, and the resilience of schools and the education system needs to be strengthened 
in anticipation of future disasters. 

URGENT HUMANITARIAN NEEDS

Typhoon Haiyan swept through the central Philippines on 8 November, killing over 6,000 people, 
displacing some four million, and causing extensive damage to schools and the loss of school 
equipment and learning materials.

According to data provided by the Department of Education (DepEd), more than 90 per cent of 
students are back in school, but the rates for high schools are lower. In the first week of April, 
schools entered the summer vacation period, which extends until the new school term starts at the 
beginning of June.

During the summer holidays, Education Cluster partners are accelerating the repair and 
reconstruction of classrooms; to date, over 750 classroom repairs and makeshifts have been 
completed. 

EDUCATION CLUSTER

CLUSTER RESPONSE 

DepEd, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and partners of the Education Cluster are cooperating to ensure that all children, 
including those children affected by Typhoon Yolanda, can fully resume their schooling and day-care activities in June 2014. To date, cluster partners 
have reached over 500,000 preschool and school-aged children (3-17 years) with the provision of learning materials. Over 3,900 Temporary Learning 
Spaces have also been established, comprised of a combination of tents, tarpaulins and repairs.

In order to solve the issue of a lack of transport for relocated children to their original schools, the Education Cluster, with financial support from a 
partner organization, provided school buses to students in the three bunkhouses in Tacloban city to minimize the disruption of schooling towards the  
end of the school term. 

While the assessment of out-of-school children in relocation sites is ongoing, DepEd and cluster partners are working together to run a “Summer 
Fun in School” (catch-up learning) programme in Region VIII during the summer holidays to reintegrate children who have been absent from school, 
address children’s psychosocial needs, and bridge the learning gap in various subject areas for children whose education has been disrupted across the 
Typhoon-affected region. The programme, which will take place in a more relaxed atmosphere than formal classrooms, will focus on literacy, numeracy 
and life skills mixed with recreational activities. 

In conjunction with the Child Protection Working Group, the Education Cluster is conducting a joint assessment across the affected region to identify 
reasons for children not attending schools, gain feedback from key informants on the current education response and inform future programming. 
Partners are also conducting teacher trainings, ensuring that such efforts cover context-appropriate subjects on education in emergencies, including 
psychosocial support and disaster risk reduction.
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CHALLENGES

In Region VIII, four schools are still being utilized as 
evacuation centres (ECs) in Tacloban city and are 
home to 578 families. The numbers of IDPs in the 
schools are dropping steadily as families find alternative 
accommodation. The Education Cluster is working 
with the CCCM, Shelter and Protection Clusters and 
DSWD to ensure that no family is forcibly evicted from 
the schools, that the protection issues of children are 
addressed, and that alternative solutions are prioritized 
for those who are still unable to leave ECs. 

A further challenge is obtaining better analysis on the 
reasons why some children still have not returned to 
school. Securing this information is to be a cooperative 
effort with the aim of tailoring interventions so all 
children can regain access to education. The Cluster is 
working closely with the Government and other partners 
to identify the best response options.
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Cluster lead agency / co-lead agency Department of Education / UNICEF

For further information, please contact: 

Naoko Imoto Cluster Coordinator nimoto@unicef.org

Matthew Swift Information Management mswift@unicef.org

Background on the crisis
Typhoon Haiyan (known locally as Yolanda) swept through the central Philippines on 8 November, killing over 6,000 people and displacing some 
4 million people, flattening homes and damaging schools, health centres and other infrastructure. Some experts estimate the storm was among 
the strongest ever to make landfall. On 9 November, the Government accepted the UN offer of international assistance. The Government also 
welcomed the deployment, in the initial phase of disaster response, of a large number of countries’ military assets. The humanitarian community’s 
one-year Strategic Response Plan calling for $788 million has been released and is closely aligned to the Government’s Yolanda Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Plan launched on 18 December.
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