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April 29th, 2016 

 

AMDA Emergency Relief Bulletin #3: Ecuador Earthquake 

 

  
 
On April 24th, AMDA-USFQ (Universidad San Francisco de Quito) joint relief team headed to Pedernales in 

Manabi Province located in the coastal region in northwest.   

  

According to AMDA coordinator, Nithian Veeravagu, about 80 to 90 percent of the buildings in the city 

center have been damaged. As 10 days have passed since the quake struck, in one temporary clinic set up at a 

local school, the number of patients has been decreasing. However, evacuees are crammed into a small space, 

hence preventive measures and health/hygiene education for the potential outbreak of infectious diseases are 

a must. 

 

 
(Dr. Michelle Grunauer from USFQ talking to a pediatrician at a local evacuation center.) 

 

While in Pedernales, AMDA coordinator visited two main camps set up in the middle of the city; visited the 

local office of the health ministry and traveled to small villages and communities in Pedernales such as 

Coaque, a small town centered around a shrimp factory which was also damaged. Among other areas he 

visited include El Matal, Don Juan and Jama. Electricity has been restored in some part of Pedernales but not 

yet so in the remote area. 
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AMDA and USFQ had a discussion and decided to collaborate on a joint program and use AMDA’s donation 

to implement a program for children’s mental health. For now, AMDA coordinator will return to Quito to 

purchase supplies for a future program for traumatized kids in the area. 

 

(Stay tuned for more updates.) 
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