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WFP Assistance 

 Integration of 

Refugees and Persons 
Affected by Conflict in 

Colombia 

PRRO 200701 

(Jan 15 – Dec 17) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

19.3 m 
    7.9 m  
(41 %) 

1.4 m 
(44%) 

*April – September 2016 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

aims to promote healthier, more balanced diets for 

the high concentrations of Colombian refugees in 

Ecuador’s six provinces affected by the conflict in 

Colombia.  WFP supports the refugee registration 

processes, the empowerment of women and the 

strengthening of protection networks for women. 

Colombian refugees and Ecuadorian communities 

share similar needs and poor food consumption 

patterns; this project has developed recovery 

activities assisting both communities to promote 

integration and to reduce tensions. WFP provides 

cash based transfers (CBT) to improve the food and 

nutrition security of targeted population groups with 

an emphasis on refugees and families with young 

children. 

Strengthening Local Capacities 

for Food and Nutrition Security 
Trust Fund 200436 

(Nov 11 – Nov 16) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

4.2 m 
2.8 m  
(68%) 

 

Under the Trust Fund, WFP implements an integrated 

approach to building the government’s capacity in 

improving access to nutritious foods and providing 

income opportunities by linking production with social 

protection programmes and local markets. Based on 

evidence and results of the project evaluation, the 

intervention has been adjusted jointly with the 

Coordinating Ministry for Social Development under 

the Nutrition Action strategy. It contributes to 

government response to chronic malnutrition by 

assisting pregnant women and children in the first 

thousand days of a child’s life, from conception until 

two years of age. 

Enhancing Resilience to the 

Adverse Effects of Climate 

Change 

Trust Fund 200357 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

7.4 m 
6.7 m  
(91%) 

 

WFP initiated this Trust Fund (FORECCSA project) in 

2011 upon the request of the Ministry of 

Environment. The project targets 15,000 families and 

seeks to address the food security impact of climate-

related phenomena. The overall goal is to reduce 

food insecurity and vulnerability linked to the adverse 

effects of climate change in the most affected 

communities and ecosystems with an emphasis on 

women’s empowerment. The project is implemented 

in partnership with the ministries of Environment and 

Agriculture, the Jubones River Basin Public 

Consortium and the Provincial Government of 

Pichincha.  

Special Preparedness Activity 

in Ecuador 

IRA 200915 

(Feb 16 – Apr 16) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

2200 
2200  

(100%) 

 

To enhance Immediate Response Preparedness, and 

upon request from the Secretariat for Risk 

Management, WFP supports and builds government 

capacities in needs assessments and logistics; in 

developing a preparedness plan for emergencies related 

to the El Niño Southern Oscillation; and in preparing 

technical material for needs assessment and 

preparedness activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 WFP works with 15 small farmers’ associations, and 

75% of their members are women. 

 

 WFP assisted 21,443 people in March 2016.  

 
 Four workshops on Initial Needs Assessment, 

Emergency Food Security Assessment and Supply 

Chain strengthened the capacities of the National 

Decentralized Risk Management System to prepare 

for and respond to El Niño southern oscillation.  

Credit: WFP/Chris Terry 
Caption: Rural women feed Ecuadorian cities 
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Donors 

USA, European Commission, Private donors, Spain, 

Multilateral, Adaptation Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP’s work in Ecuador to assist Colombian refugees 

that won the United Nations Correspondents Award 

in 2015, is published on the ECHO Website.  

 Within the inter-agency food security project in 

Imbabura, WFP is implementing a nutrition 

intervention based on the 1000 days approach. 

Aligned to the “Nutrition Action” strategy of the 

Coordinating Ministry of Social Development, the 

intervention targets pregnant and nursing women 
and children under one year.  

 WFP met with the Human Mobility Directorate of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to design a new activity 
to assist Ecuadorian returnees.  

 A team sent by the Regional Bureau visited the 

Imbabura and Sucumbíos Provinces to shoot a 

video on WFP’s nutrition-sensitive activities in 

Ecuador. 

Challenges 

 Timely coordination is needed to reach a consensus 

with government, partners and donors on WFP’s 

2017-2021 Country Strategic Plan which will guide 
WFP´s future activities. 

 The Government of Ecuador and WFP are joining 

efforts in emergency preparedness and response to 

assist people affected by El Niño Southern 
Oscillation. 

 Frequent changes in executive positions within the 

national government required continuous efforts to 

re-establish working relations with newly appointed 

ministers and top-level technical staff to maintain 

WFP’s strong partnership with government 
institutions.  

Partnerships 

WFP works with the Government of Ecuador to support 

its priorities under the coordination of the Technical 

Secretariat for International Cooperation (SETECI). 

WFP´s main partners are the Viceministry of Human 

Mobility within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 

Coordinating Ministry of Social Development, the 

ministries of Health, Education, Agriculture and 

Environment, and the Secretariat for Risk Management. 

Decentralized Autonomous Governments are 

operational partners and an important element in WFP’s 

implementation and capacity strengthening strategies.  

 

WFP also works with NGO partners such as HIAS, RET 

(Protecting Through Education) and Altrópico 

Foundation. WFP works with UNDP, UNHCR, UNICEF, 

UNFPA, UNESCO and the Ministry of Agriculture in the 

Human Security inter-agency project to strengthen 

local capacities for peace and development in 

Ecuador´s northern border area. A joint programme 

with FAO, WHO and UNICEF, funded by the Sustainable 
Development Fund and the Spanish Agency for 

International Cooperation, seeks to strengthen local 

food systems, improve production systems and 

increase access to nutritious foods. 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Ecuador is an upper middle-income country with a 

population of around 14.5 million people; 63 percent 

of the Ecuadorian population live in urban areas.  

Income inequality is high as evidenced by its Gini 

coefficient of 0.48 (National Institute of Statistic and 

Census – INEC 2015). Gender-based violence affects 

six out of ten women (2015). The influx of refugees 

from Colombia is straining the country’s social 

services and cohesion. The northern border area is 

designated as Security Level 3 while the rest of the 

country is designated as Level 2. The divisions 

among different ethnic groups are often intensified 

by the influx of refugees. 

The country experiences recurrent natural disasters, 

including droughts, floods, volcanic eruptions and 

earthquakes. Average temperatures increased by 

1°C over the last 30 years. In 2015, a total of 

73,200 people were affected by geo-hazards.  

WFP’s goal in Ecuador is to be an innovative partner, 

supporting government policies and priorities as well 

as contributing to food sovereignty, food security 

and nutrition of vulnerable people, and gender 

equality. 

WFP has been present in Ecuador since 1964.  

Contact info: kyungnan.park@wfp.org 

Country Director: Kyungnan Park 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/ecuador   

 

Chronic malnutrition: 23.9% of 

children under five 

2015 Human Development Index: 

88 out of 188 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Population: 14.5 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/ecuador
https://www.wfp.org/countries/ecuador

