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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Above average 2011 main “meher” season cereal production is 
forecast 

 Good secondary “deyr” rains improve pasture in drought-
affected areas 

 Cereal prices decline but year-on-year food inflation rates are 
still high at 35 percent in December 2011 

 Number of refugees in Ethiopia, mainly from Somalia, remains 
at record 260 000 people 

Favourable outturn of the main “meher” season 
cereal harvest 

Harvesting of 2011 “meher” season crops is almost complete. Good 
rains during the season, especially in main crop growing areas of 
western Amhara, western Oromiya and south-western parts of SNNPR 
have contributed to the optimistic forecast. In some areas of Tigray, 
eastern Amhara and south-eastern Oromiya, rain onset was late by 2 to 
3 weeks, but subsequent favourable rains throughout the season were 
compensatory in most cases. Unexpected late rains during the last 
dekad of November had some negative effect on harvesting teff and 
wheat, but improved yields of late sown crops which were at vegetative 
stage in highlands and were favourable for grazing resources. 
 
A report from an FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security Assessment 
Mission (CFSAM) which visited the country in November/December 
2011, is expected to be issued soon. 

Grazing resources in drought-affected areas 
improve due to good “deyr” rains 

In most parts of southern and south-eastern pastoral and agro-pastoral 
areas, 2011 “deyr/hageya” rains (October to December) were generally 
favourable, improving availability of pasture and water for livestock 
following  two consecutive dry seasons. Water trucking has been 
discontinued iin all areas of Somali region that have been affected by 
the drought in 2011. Heavy rains in November and December caused 
floods in Gode, Afdher and Korahe zones in Somali region, with 
localized losses of crops and animals. By contrast, the long dry season 
is continues in Afar Region and northern zones of the Somali region 
affecting negatively the livestock conditions. The situation is not 
expected to improve until March when the next rainy season is 
expected to start. 

Food prices decline but remain at high levels 
Prices of maize declined from their peak in September 2011 as newly 
harvested crops from the 2011 main “meher” season harvest began 
reaching main markets. For instance in Addis Ababa and in Bahirdar 
(located in one of the main producing areas) maize prices decreased by 
some 30 and 23 percent, respectively. Similarly, red sorghum prices in 
Addis Ababa decreased between September and December by 21 
percent, while prices of wheat, an important staple and partially 
imported, declined between August and December by 23 percent. 
However, despite the recent declines, cereal prices are still high and 
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are well above their levels a year earlier. For example, in Addis Ababa, 
prices of maize, red sorghum and wheat were respectively higher in 
December 2011 by 76, 63 and 23 percent, respectively, than in 
December 2010. The trend in food prices is reflected by the general 
year-on-year inflation rate, which peaked in August 2011 at 40.6 
percent and declined in the following months, averaging 35.9 percent in 
December. 

Food security improves 

For the period from July to December 2011, the number of people in 
need of emergency food assistance was estimated at 4.6 million 
persons, mostly located in southern and south-western parts of the 
country. Currently food security conditions have generally improved 
following the positive performance of the “meher” harvest, the recent 
reduction in prices and the good “deyr” rains in drought-affected areas. 
New official figures of the number of people in need of assistance is  
expected to be released in the next few weeks as results from the 
recent Government-led multi-agency emergency needs assessment 
become available. 
 
Despite the generally positive outlook, food security conditions are 
expected to be precarious especially in most southern pastoral areas 
bordering Kenya and Somalia and in northern and north-eastern Afar. 
 
Although the influx of refugees from Somalia has significantly declined 
since August, the total number of refugees in Ethiopia has reached 
approximately 260 000 people, including 23 000 Sudanese people 
Beneshangul Gumuz region that fled the recent conflict in the Blue Nile 
State since the beginning of September 2011. As of December 21, 
there were an estimated 141 100 people residing in the Dollo Ado camp 
in the Somali region, with approximately one third of children 
categorised as severely malnourished. 

 
 

 

 


