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Child-Friendly Spaces Open in Côte d’Ivoire IDP Camps 
 
MAN, Côte d’Ivoire, 26 Jan. (Patrick Slavin/UNICEF) – Life became a lot more normal for 143 

children here on Monday when they set about on a busy day of going to school, learning life skills, and  

playing games, singing, and dancing, all in a well-organized, supportive, and spirited environment – 

which UNICEF and its partners call a child-friendly space. 

It had been more than two weeks since these children had enjoyed any of these organized 

activities, since their families fled for their lives when three-days of frightening violence erupted in their 

hometown of Duékoué, about 90 kilometers south of this regional capital in Côte d’Ivoire’s western Les 

18 Montagnes, or 18 Mountains, Region. Local authorities in Man have turned over a vacant children’s 

summer camp site to about 2,300 internally displaced persons (IDPs) where UNICEF and its partners, 

including the World Food Programme and Save the Children, are working to make sure the camp 

residents have clean water and safe sanitation, access to health care, and that every child’s right to an 

education is respected. 

 ‘’As soon as immediate safety and health concerns have been attended to, emergency situations 

require a special level of care for emotionally distressed children,’’ said Sylvie Dossou, UNICEF Côte 

d’Ivoire Officer-in-Charge. ‘’Children's overall feelings of well-being are intimately tied to their sense 

of normalcy and routine. Through child-friendly spaces, which we use in emergency situations all over 

the world, UNICEF provides school supplies like notebooks, chalkboards, footballs and skipping rope 

to help children cope through meaningful activities.’’ 

Children who witness armed conflict often develop post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD. 

This disorder affects the entire body, as symptoms manifest not only psychologically but physically and 

neurologically as well. Signs of PTSD may include impaired concentration, anti-social behavior, and 

avoidance of places that trigger painful memories. Children may also have vivid and recurrent 

nightmares in which they re-experience distressing scenarios. To help address such symptoms, child-

friendly spaces provide opportunities to bundle aid services in a safe and supportive environment that is 

comfortable for children.  

For the past two weeks, UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire Education and Protection staff members have 

worked as a team with partners to prepare the child-friendly space, which is held in a covered 

gymnasium at the camp site here in Man. Meeting with local education officials, NGOs, and camp 



residents, the partnership held a training session for volunteer teachers and peer educators last week and 

are committed to holding nearly five hours of organized activities daily. The schedule is 0900 to 1100 

hours classroom instruction; 1100-1200 life skills (including lessons on HIV prevention, personal 

hygiene, and self-esteem); and recreation from 1600 to 1730. 

‘’After this successful start, our strategy is now to establish child-friendly spaces in Duékoué 

and Danane, the other areas of western Côte d’Ivoire where there are large numbers of IDPs,’’ said 

Jennifer Hofmann, Education Specialist with UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire. ‘’One aspect which needs to be 

strengthened is nutritional assistance as some of the children, especially the preschoolers, just don’t 

have the energy to engage in all of the activities.’’ 

UNICEF emergency supplies, including schools-in-a-box plus early childhood education and 

recreation kits, are being used during the sessions. The kits include puppets, construction blocks, 

crayons and notebooks, footballs, Frisbees, skipping rope, and volleyballs. 

One of the innovations in the UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire child-friendly space is using children 

themselves as peer educators to teach life skills sessions. The children are part of UNICEF Côte 

d’Ivoire’s Club Scolaires, or school clubs where primary school children are trained as peer educators in  

peace advocacy, health and hygiene, and HIV prevention. 

‘’I don’t want the (displaced) children to be sad because of their situation,’’ said Soumahoro 

Adama, 15, who along with Olieu Ange David, 13, are spirited life skills instructors at the Man camp.  

‘’Both  Soumahoro and Olieu are two of the estimated 800,000 children in northern and western 

Côte d’Ivoire whose schools are closed due to the country’s “crise post-electorale,’’’’ said UNICEF’s 

Hofmann, ‘’so it’s important that the child-friendly space initiative is also keeping them positive and 

engaged, too.’’ 

***** 
  

Slavin is a UNICEF emergency communications staff member deployed to Man, Côte d’Ivoire. 
 

#### 
About UNICEF: 
UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from 
early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing 
countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic 
education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  
UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and 
governments. 
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