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I. NATIONAL CONTEXT 
 
 
• The ICRC announced the re-location of several sub-delegations and offices in Colombia.  According to 

ICRC, the new structure of the organization will allow for more opportune responses to identified 
humanitarian needs in several areas severely affected by the current dynamic of the armed conflict.  
This process of re-location will begin in October 2004 and will be completed in June 2005. 

 
The re-location of ICRC offices will allow staff to spend more time in the field and thus provide more 
integral attention to victims of the armed conflict.  ICRC presence in large cities will allow for the 
strengthening of the assistance program for IDPs, many of who arrive individually in urban centers in 
Colombia, and will improve monitoring of the situation of persons who, due to the armed conflict, are 
detained in the principal prisons of Colombia. 
 
The new organigram for ICRC proposes sub-delegations in Valledupar or Barranquilla (to be 
determined), Medellín, Bucaramanga, Bogotá and Cali; along with support offices in Apartadó, Cúcuta, 
Saravena, Villavicencio, Florencia and Puerto Asís.  The general coordination of operations will 
continue from the Bogotá delegation.  ICRC underlined that the re-location of its offices will not imply 
changes in programs designed to assist victims of the armed conflict. 
 

• CODHES reported to the Humanitarian Situation Room (HSR) that there has been a significant 
increase in blockades of persons and communities, as a result of the armed conflict and/or illegitimate 
control by the armed actors over the civilian population in the country.   
 
The NGO also stated that between January 2003 and September 2004 there were blockades in at 
least 131 municipalities in Colombia, and warned that this number could be greater, given the difficulty 
in accessing certain regions suffering from this situation, and due to the cutoff of humanitarian access.  
According to CODHES, there should be special attention paid to blockades in eastern Antioquia 
(principally the corregimiento of Aquitania in San Carlos, and in San Francisco and Argelia 
municipalities), Catatumbo (Norte de Santander), Bajo Atrato and Medio San Juan (Chocó), 
Magdalena Medio, the Bota Caucana (particularly Santa Rosa), Arauca, Sierra Nevada de Santa 
Marta, southern Meta, Putumayo and Caquetá. 
 
CODHES has also stated that another element that causes problems for at-risk community assistance 
is the worsening violation of the rights of medical missions in Colombia (this same warning was issued 
by the Permanent Working Group for the Defense of the Medical Mission).  Several sources have 
reported attacks on medical missions in Antioquia, Norte de Santander, Cauca, Caquetá, Chocó and 
Santander.  
 
CODHES also indicated that the blockade of indigenous communities is another situation that requires 
special attention.  In September, ONIC (National Indigenous Organisation of Colombia) alleged that the 
Embera Katio community in Alto Sinú (Córdoba) was blockaded as a result of military operations in 
Nudo de Paramillo. 
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II. ARMED CONFLICT - AFFECTED POPULATION 
 
A) Population movements 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Chocó:  .Istmina, Medio San Juan and
Sipí:  At-risk communities.   Bojayá: 
Return. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

Cundinamarca: La Peña and 
Soacha: At-risk community.  
Return. 

Cauca: Inza: At-risk community. 

Arauca: Fortul, Saravena and
Tame:  At-risk communities. 

Risaralda: Mistrato: Displacement 
of an undetermined number of 
persons.  Quinchía: At-risk 
community. 
Putumayo: Mocoa: Displacement of 20 
families 
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Guaviare: San José: Displacement of
13 families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Antioquia: Anorí and Zaragoza: 
Displacement of 70 persons. 
Ituango: Displacement of 317 
persons. 
San Carlos: Displacement of 20 
families. 
Dabeiba: At-risk community. 
 
 Tolima: Ibagué: Displacement of 

more than 40 families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valle del Cauca: Buenaventura: 
intra-urban displacement of an 
undetermined number of persons.  
At-risk community.  Return. 
Palmira:  Displacement of an 
undetermined number of persons. 
Darién: Displacement of 18 
families.  Return. 
Calima: At-risk community. 
Magdalena: Ciénaga: Displacement of 
11 indigenous families. 
Caldas: Samaná and Pensilvania: 
At-risk communities. Return. 
Cesar: Pailitas: Displacement of 28 
families.  Codazzi, Becerril and La 
Jagua de Ibirico: At-risk 
communities. 
 
 

Bolivar: Carmen de Bolivar: 
Displacement of 30 families. 
Norte de Santander: El Tarra:  Displacement of 
35 persons.  Convención, El Carmen, Tibú and 
Teorama: At-risk communities. 
Atlántico: Galapa, Lumaco, Repelón  
and Tubará: At-risk communities. 
Sucre: Colosó: At-risk communities. 

Córdoba: Poblaciones de Batatas, La 
Ossa and El Diamante: Return. 
Caquetá: Curillo: Displacement 
of 236 persons.
La Guajira:Uribia and Maicao:At-
risk communities. 



B) Other Impact  
   

  At-risk communities: Dabeiba (Antioquia), Fortul, Tame and Saravena (Arauca), Galapa, Tubará, Luruaco and 
Repelón (Atlántico), Carmen de Bolívar and Colosó (Bolivar and Sucre), Samaná and Pensilvania (Caldas), Inza 
(Cauca), Codazzi, Becerril and La Jagua de Ibérico (Cesar), La Peña and Soacha (Cundinamarca), Uribia and 
Maicao (La Guajira), Convención, El Carmen, Tibú and Teorema (Norte de Santander), Quinchía (Risaralda), 
Buenaventura and Calima (Valle del Cauca).  

 Returns: Darién and Buenaventura (Valle del cauca), Bojayá (Chocó), Cundinamarca, towns in Batatas, la Ossa, 
and El Diamante (Córdoba), Pensilvania (Caldas).  

 Specific needs: In Convención (Norte de Santander), there are economic blockades.  The Ombudsman’s Office 
said that there was a worrisome lack of teachers is in rural schools in this municipality.  The arrival of 60,000 
protestors, including indigenous persons, rural residents and Afro-colombians, created a sanitary emergency in 
Cali (Valle del Cauca). 

 
RESPONSE ACTIVITIES 

 
NATIONAL LEVEL 

 ICRC with support from 
the Colombian Red Cross 

Reported that during the weeks between August 30th and September 26th, 
offered emergency assistance to 1,069 IDP families (4,070 persons). 

 UNICEF Held accompaniment and monitoring visits to their counterpart teams in 
southern and eastern Antioquia, Chocó and Córdoba. 

 WFP Provided 185 tons of food to 15,508 persons in food crises.  Distribution to 7 
departments in Colombia. 
WFP also attended to 98,598 school-age children in 13 departments through 
school lunch programs.  In addition, WFP offered food assistance to 42,085 
persons through different food for work activities. 

 SSN Reported emergency actions in the food security component, with habitat kits, 
kitchen kits, utensil kits, clearing kits, rent subsidies, return actions and 
production projects.  These interventions benefited 37 homes (145 persons). 

AMAZONAS 
 Department Government Funded production projects for IDPs.  These projects are valued at 

COP$1,500,000 per family.  To date, 43 families have benefited. 
ANTIOQUIA 

 PAHO/WHO Held the Third Interinstitutional Meeting to Improve Health Assistance to IDPs.  
In addition, supported a Epidemiology Workshop for Sickness Control. 

7 
municipalities 

UNICEF Supporting 126 youth who are accompanying 3,752 children in psychosocial 
recovery. 

Remedios ICRC Accompanied the outpatient team of Hospital San Vicente de Paul in its visit 
to Cañaveral vereda.  During the visit provided 18 dental checkups, 45 
medical checkups, 17 malaria tests and 46 vaccine doses. 

 
Urrao 

ICRC 
 

Held 370 medical checkups, 522 injury treatments, 200 dental checkups and 
128 malaria treatments.  ICRC also provided 198 oral hygiene kits. 

BOGOTÁ 
 SSN Began contract with Colombian Red Cross to provide emergency 

humanitarian assistance for 1,000 families.  In addition, SSN reported that 
with petty cash funds, providing direct assistance to a daily average of 70 
families registered in earlier years. 
In addition, coordinating with local authorities part of the Integral Attention 
System to create a Unified Integral Plan to be developed to attend IDPs in 
the city. 

BOLIVAR 
 PAHO/WHO 

 
Provided supplies to Terres des Hommes NGO to train 20 community 
agents on healthy housing.  The material was used with IDPs. 

San Pablo and 
Simití 

 

ICRC 
 

Accompanied Hospital de San Pablo to provide: 83 dental checkups, 417 
medical checkups, 42 prenatal checkups, 54 cytologies, 164 family planning 
sessions and 188 vaccine doses. 

CALDAS 
Chinchiná, 
Manizales, 
Neira and 
Villamaría 

SSN 
 
 

Provided humanitarian assistance to shelter 49 families (175 persons).  In 
addition, provided food assistance (117 groceries) to 52 homes and 3 
housing kits for 3 families (13 persons). 

CAQUETA 
 IOM – NGO Picachos 

 
 
 

Began strengthening the Microcredit Fund for IDPs.  This project will directly 
benefit 1,000 IDPs and 300 receptors.  As indirect beneficiaries, IOM should 
benefit a total of 5,200 persons. 

CASANARE 
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 Ombudsman’s Office Working on research and orientation for IDPs in the department and with 



local authorities in order to provide effective assistance in the prevention, 
assistance and socio-economic re-establishment phases. 

CAUCA 
 PAHO/WHO Held a mission to identify the health conditions and assistance for resisting 

populations in the indigenous territories of northern Cauca. 
 

 
IOM, Banco Agrario 

 
Implementing 5 projects to construct basic housing units.  Among projects, 
there was also participation of communities and Mayor’s Offices. 

CESAR 
Valledupar SSN Offered humanitarian assistance and support for sheltering 160 families. 

CÓRDOBA 
 PAHO/WHO  Preparing and developing the Process for Emergency Hospital Plans for 

seven municipalities in the area of San Jorge river. 
Moñitos 

 
PAHO/WHO, Departmental 
Secretary of Health 

Revised the situation of Perinatal infant mortality in Córdoba.  PAHO/WHO 
conducted a mission to the corregimiento of Ure to learn more about birth 
defects and HIV/AIDS. 

 
 

SSN and Ministry of 
Education  

 

Implementing a project for the construction, repair, renovation and equipment 
of educational institutions in places of IDP returns. 

CUNDINAMARCA 
17 
municipalities 

SSN Delivered 285 groceries, 263 cleaning kits, 48 rental subsidies, 404 habitat 
kits and 63 mattresses.  SSN attended to a total of 195 homes (955 
persons) with groceries, and 43 homes (201 persons) with rental subsidies. 

CHOCÓ 
Medio Atrato 
and Opagadó 

UNICEF In coordination with ACIA, providing support to organizational strengthening 
for community committees in returned communities that are being re-
established.  In addition, UNICEF is supporting the promotion and 
strengthening of women’s organizations in the areas of domestic violence 
prevention, promoting good child-rearing, feminine self-affirmation, women’s 
mobilization and participation in community and citizen lives.  UNICEF is also 
holding mass publicity campaigns on children’s rights. 

Rio Sucio, 
Medio and 
Bajo Atrato 

UNICEF Supporting weekly recreation sessions for psychosocial recovery to attend 
3,300 children.  UNICEF also trained 92 community agents to work in 13 
communities of Bajo and Medio Atrato.  In addition, accompanying and 
financing the transport and sheltering of DASALUD officials to realize monthly 
vaccination campaigns. 
UNICEF equipped 14 schools with school furnishings and renovated the 
recreational areas of each. 

LA GUAJIRA 
San Juan del 
Cesar 

ICRC (Mobile health unit) Provided 47 dental checkups, 100 medical checkups, 25 persons vaccinated, 
57 vaccine dosages and 38 injury treatments. 

PUTUMAYO 
Mocoa IOM Completed the construction of the Rural and Communal Home for the 

municipality.  This construction supports 2,926 rural IDPs, offering them a 
transitory shelter. 

SANTANDER 
 IOM Graduated 84 IDP youth in programs for cooking and waiting tables, 

upholstery and electricity.  This project benefits 225 IDP and vulnerable 
youths being re-established.  There were also 210 persons graduated from 
the basic cycle (9th grade). 

 PAHO/WHO Held a workshop for Department health authorities.  The workshop was 
focused on health public policy formulation, including displacement. 

Barrancabermeja PAHO/WHO, IOM, WFP, 
SSN , Secretary of Health 

Working on a health assistance model for IDPs.  The model would allow for 
health risk classifications for IDP families. 
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VALLE DEL CAUCA 
Buenaventura Coordination of IDP 

Assistance and Regional 
Ombudsman’s Office for 
Valle 
 
IOM 
 
 
Solidaridad Internacional 

Work session on norms, jurisprudence and public policy for forced 
displacement. 
 
 
 
Inaugurated a children’s home in commons 12.  This center will directly 
benefit 120 children  
 
Are building 120 new homes, 70% for IDPs and 30% for receptors. 

 PAHO/WHO Offered technical cooperation to the Departmental Secretary of Health in the 
Public Health Working Group.  In the Working Group were included the topics 
of displacement, vulnerable groups, medical missions and co-existence. 
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