
 

Period covered  
01/04/2014 to 23/06/2014 

 
Time of validity 
12:00 (UTC) 

 
ECHO Field Office 
Nairobi - KENYA 

 
Number of people 
affected   
2.9 million (OCHA) in food 
insecurity 
 
205,000 malnourished 
children under five 
 
857,000 people in 
humanitarian emergency 

 
Number of refugees 
and internally 
displaced persons 
(IDPs)  
960,000 refugees in 
neighbouring countries  
(UNHCR) 
1.1 million IDPs (UNHCR) 

 
Number of newly 
displaced  
73,000 (OCHA) 
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ECHO Crisis Flash n°2  - Somalia – Food Insecurity Alert 

 

 
ECHO Emergency 
Contact 
Tel.: +32 2 29 22222 
Fax: +32 2 29 90525 
echo-mic@ec.europa.eu 

 

 
 

 
© ACF FR - Nutrition screening of newly displaced children in Southern Somalia 

 
 

 Urgently contribute additional resources to meet critical life-saving 

priorities under the US$60 million 3-month response plan 

 Sustain  and increase existing assistance to new IDPs and 

populations most affected by poor rains, food insecurity and 

conflict 

 Continue to closely monitor rainfall, food prices and mobility of 

people and livestock in the Horn of Africa 

 

 
 

A deterioration in the food security and nutrition situation is expected in 

large parts of the country as a result of poor performance of the Gu rains, 

compounded by continued armed conflict and population displacement. 

 

In most parts of Somalia and particularly in South/Central areas, rains 

were poor, with a late start and uneven distribution in space and time, 

leaving a large deficit in cumulative seasonal rainfall. Vegetation growth is 
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thus below normal in South-Central, leading to a poor and delayed harvest. As a result, the 

lean season will last at least one month longer, into July.  

  

Compounding the poor rains, armed conflict, fighting and insecurity have disrupted agriculture 

and markets in large areas. Thus local cereal prices have shot up in most southern regions. This 

situation is exacerbated by reduced trade movements, low food stocks and a pessimistic 

outlook on the harvest. In the most affected region of Bakool, disruption of trade has led to a 

136% rise in the price of local cereals, a 55% price rise in milk and price surge for most other 

commodities. Insecurity and conflict are set to continue to lead to further increases in market 

prices and decreased trade flows as well as more displacement of population. 

 

Rainfall patterns as well as production and markets performance match with early warning 

alerts issued by specialist technical bodies such as FSNAU, Fewsnet, SWALIM, by a coalition of 

26 NGOs, and by OCHA. FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning System warned of 

worsening food security conditions with potential drought conditions, and urged that a 

timely response is needed as the previous Deyr season cereal crop was well below average 

in central/southern regions. 

 

Valerie Amos briefed the Security Council on this worrying situation on 6th June, highlighting the 

reduction in donor funding in 2014 and asking for an immediate injection of US$60 million 

USD to address urgent food, nutrition and healthcare needs.  

 

To date, US$299 million have been committed by donors for humanitarian assistance in 

Somalia in 2014, yet only US$230 million have been reported as received against the 

appeal of US$933 million, covering just 24% of funding needs. Within the shortfall of 

US$700 million, the clusters have therefore identified the most urgent life-saving priorities 

to be implemented in the next 3 months at a cost of US$60 million USD. 

 

UNICEF has warned it may have to suspend its primary health care programme due to lack of 

funding. At the same time, an emergency response is needed to contain a new measles 

outbreak that could further increase mortality related to malnutrition. UNICEF is also running 

out of specialized nutrition products needed to ensure the survival of tens of thousands of 

malnourished children. Meanwhile, the month of April saw a sharp increase in admissions to 

nutrition treatment programmes.   

 

 

ECHO response 

- ECHO has mobilized an additional 2 million Euro to prevent a break in the supply of products 

for the treatment of severe acute malnutrition in children under the age of five;  

- The second tranche of ECHO’s funding for Somalia is being contracted, bringing ECHO’s total 

contribution for Somalia in 2014 to EUR 39.25 million. Needs related to new emergencies 

and the priorities in the 3-month response plan are being prioritized.   

 

Priorities 

- Funds are needed urgently to prevent a severe deterioration in the food security and 

nutrition situation without waiting for the nutrition and food security surveys to be carried 

out in July and August.    

- In terms of food security, the priority is to ensure immediate access to food as well as 

supporting and protecting livelihoods.   

- For health and nutrition, urgent funds are needed to ensure specialized nutrition products 

and services are available, to maintain essential primary healthcare services and to prevent 

and respond to epidemic outbreaks such as measles and cholera/acute watery diarrhea. 

Gaps in secondary healthcare should be urgently covered while longer-term development 

strategies and funding to cover hospital services should be put in place. 

-  Assistance for the newly displaced will need to continue beyond the initial response. 

 

4. Response and recommendations 
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Access  

Somalia remains one of the most complex environments and humanitarian actors have to manage 

restrictions on access, especially due to fighting and insecurity. Partners are actively managing 

risk in order to continue to deliver critical, live-saving assistance to those who need it most. 

 

 

 
 

Overview of EU Humanitarian and Civil Protection Response to 23/06/2014  

(Financial and in kind, on the basis of EDRIS–2014) 

 

Donor 

Commitments in EDRIS  

2013 2014 

TOTAL 2013 TOTAL 2014 

Austria 200.000 € 0 € 

Belgium 250.000 € 0 € 

Bulgaria 0 € 0 € 

Cyprus 0 € 0 € 

Czech Republic 77.694 € 0 € 

Denmark 12.474.673 € 5.694.128 € 

Estonia 50.000 € 0 € 

France 800.000 € 300.000 € 

Finland 5.387.500 € 4.145.000 € 

Hungary 0 € 0 € 

Germany 7.519.651 € 2.500.000 € 

Greece     

Hungary     

Ireland 5.470.000 € 2.000.000 € 

Italy 1.547.965 € 0 € 

Latvia     

Lithuania     

Luxembourg     

Malta     

Luxembourg 500.000 € 0 € 

Netherlands 1.680.000 € 0 € 

Poland     

Portugal     

Romania     

Slovakia     

Slovenia     

Poland 0 € 0 € 

Slovenia 0 € 0 € 

Spain 0 € 0 € 

Sweden 16.596.985 € 15.757.730 € 

United Kingdom 23.773.864 € 19.931.173 € 

TOTAL MEMBER STATES 76.328.333 € 50.328.031 € 

ECHO  * 56.050.000 € ** 39.250.000 € 

TOTAL EU 132.378.333 € 89.578.031 € 
  

 * including HIP 2013 + Children in peace contract + regional epidemics decision 

 ** including HIP 2014 + small scale decision 

 

5. Other information 


