
 
 
• A low pressure system moving from 

south-eastern Europe towards the 
north-east has brought rain, snow and 
low temperatures in Turkey, Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan (as well as in Israel 
and Palestine) in the past few days. 

• In Syria, several camps for the 
internally displaced in northern Idleb, 
along the border with Turkey, have 
been flooded after days of icy rain and 
snow. A large number of families have 
been forced out of them, after their 
tents and belongings were damaged. 
Humanitarian NGOs have stepped up 
the distribution of winter emergency 
assistance, caring also for families that 
are crowding around the crossing points 
with Turkey.  

• In Lebanon, large parts of northern 
Lebanon, where more than half of the 
Syrian refugee population resides, have 
been blocked, due to the weather 
conditions. Before the severe weather, 
UNHCR and partners had provided 
winter assistance to about 80% of 
refugee families living in high altitude 
areas. Yet, concerns about the 
conditions of families in informal 
settlements still exist, as extreme 
weather conditions continue and four 
refugees have already died from cold.  

• In Jordan, the majority of roads in the 
northern and central regions have been 
either fully or partially closed. UN and 
NGO agencies kicked off an emergency 
cash program to assist 41 000 
vulnerable Syrian refugee children 
under the age of 14 in Za’atri and Azraq 
camps. The one-time cash assistance 
will help families to buy additional 
winter clothing and food until end 

January. 
 

Forecast 
• In the next 48h, low temperatures may 

still affect parts of the Middle East, 
including the areas already affected in 
the past few days. Temperatures are 
forecast to start increasing slightly from 
11 January. However, over 10-11 
January more rain may still fall in parts 
of the Middle East, including northern 
Jordan, Lebanon and western Syria. 
 

Sources: ECHO, UNHCR, NOAA (1, 2), 
National Meteorological Services (1, 2), WMO 
(1, 2), KNMI, Media (1, 2) 
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