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19th EASO Management Board 
Meeting 

On 24-25 Septmeber 2015 the 19th meeting of the 
EASO Management Board was held in Malta. The 
Management Board is made up of representatives 
of EU Member States, the European Commission 
and UNHCR. Representatives of Associate Countries 
attended as observers. During the meeting, 
amongst other things, represenatatives discussed 
the situation of asylum in the EU and EASO actions 
vis-a-vis the European Agenda on Migration and 
EASO’s role in the hotspots. Furthermore, in view of 
the departure of Dr. Visser, the first EASO Executive 
Director, the Management Board decided to appoint 
Mr. Jose Carreira, EASO’s current Head of General 
Affairs & Administration Unit, as the interim Director 
as from 1 November 2015. 

19th EASO Management Board

© EASO

5 years of EASO and the CEAS: Results and Perspectives - EASO bids farewell 
to its first Executive Director, Dr. Robert Visser

To bid farewell to its first Executive Director, EASO organised a full day general conference on 23 September 
in Malta with the theme: 5 years of EASO and the CEAS - Results and Perspectives. The conference focused 

on the main results achieved by EASO and future perspectives. Keynote addresses were delivered by prominent 
speakers in the field of asylum, and the participants had the opportunity to exchange views and pose questions 
after each session.

Picture on the right: Acting President of Malta, Her Excellency Dolores Christina gives the opening address
Picture on the left: Mag. Wolfgang Taucher, Chairman of EASO Management Board, Ms. Visser with EASO Executive Director, Dr. Robert Visser, Hon Jean 

Lambert, Member of the European Parliament and Dr. Volker Türk, Assistant High Commissioner for Protection of UNHCR 
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EASO calls for over 370 experts 
to participate in its operations in 
Italy and Greece. Read more on page 4.
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Latest asylum 
trends

Latest asylum trends and main countries of origin 
1. Number of applicants for international protection in EU+1 

In August 2015, the number of asylum applicants recorded by EU+ countries reached a record high for the fourth 
consecutive month, with about 148 880 applications  reported. This represents an increase of 21 % compared 
to the level recorded in July and two a half times above the level in the same month of last year. The total of 
applications for the first eight months of 2015 (about 720 000) have already exceeded the total of 2014 (more 
than 650 000 applications). The share of repeated applicants reported by EU+ countries decreased to about 4 % 
of the total, the lowest share recorded in the last three years. 

In contrast, the number of 
claimed unaccompanied 
minors (UAMs) rose in August 
compared to July and totalled 
9 725. The share of applicants 
who claim to be UAMs at the 
moment of lodging an 
application reached 7 % of the 
total number of applicants in 
the EU+, the highest monthly 
share since March 2014. 
Citizens of Afghanistan 
continued to represent the 
main group of claimed UAMs 
(42 %), followed by Syrians (26 
%) and Eritreans (9 %).

2. 2. Main countries of origin of applicants in EU+ countries in August 2015

The map below displays the main countries of origin of asylum applicants recorded by EU+ countries in August, 
with Syria being the number one citizenship recorded. Applicants from Syria continued to outnumber nationals 

of the six Western Balkan (WB) 
countries considered together. Since 
February, the number of applications 
from Syrians has increased, while 
those from WB applicants has 
declined steadily since the peak 
recorded in that month, falling to 16 
472 applicants in August 2015.

The number of Iraqi applying in 
August rose by 28 % and Iraq became 
the third ranked country of origin 
with almost 12 000 applications 
lodged in August. The total number 
of applications by Iraqi registered in 
the first eight months of 2015 was 43 
000, twice the total for all of 2014.

 

1 The EU+ is composed of EU-28 plus Norway and Switzerland. The share of repeated applicants is the proportion of repeated appli-
cants in the total number of applicants for international protection. The share of UAM (unaccompanied minors) represents the proportion of 
asylum applicants claiming to be below the age of 18 years in the total number of applicants. It is important to emphasise that this term ‘unac-
companied minor’ here refers to applicants claiming to be minors and for whom an age assessment has not necessarily been carried out before 
provision of the data.
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Syria – In August 2015, EU+ countries received 49 233 applications from Syrians, a strong increase of 56 % 
compared to July and almost four times the level recorded in the same month of last year. Germany remained the 
main destination country for Syrian applicants, followed by Hungary and Austria. With regard to the distribution of 
applicants, of those 27 EU+ countries reporting in August, 17 had Syria in their national top three main countries 
of origin.

Western Balkan nationals (WB) – Applicants from the six WB countries considered together submitted 16 472 
applications for international protection in EU+ countries, a decrease of 8 % compared to July 2015. This drop 
came after two consecutive months of increases and was a result of fewer applications by Kosovars and by citizens 
of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The number of applications from Albanians rose slightly by 5 % 
from 9 160 in July to 9 618 in August 2015. 

Iraq – The number of Iraqi applicants has risen strongly since the beginning of 2015, rising to 11 875 applications 
in August, an increase of 28 % compared to July and represented the highest monthly level since 2008. In August, 
Belgium and Hungary were the main destination country for Iraqi applicants, followed by Finland, Germany and 
Austria. 98 % of Iraqi applicants applying in August were first time applicants, showing an increase compared to 
August of last year, when the same group accounted for 65 % of the total.

Afghanistan– With an increase of more than 6 % compared to July, in August the number of applications from 
Afghans rose to 20 033 reaching a new monthly high. The increase reflects a similar rise to that occurred last 
year at the same period. In the EU+, the main countries of destination for Afghans in August were Hungary, 
Germany and Sweden. Together, these three EU+ countries comprised 75 % of the total number of applications 
from Afghans recorded in the EU+ in August 2015. 

3. Number and type of decisions issued in first instance in EU+ countries 

In August 2015, EU+ countries issued 39 964 decisions at first instance, a decrease of 19 % compared to July, but 
51 % higher than the level recorded in August 2014. In the EU+ as a whole, the share of positive decisions was 50 
% of total decisions in first instance, six percentage points higher than in July 2015. 

Syrians continued as the citizenship receiving the highest number of decisions at first instance. In August, EU+ 
countries issued 11 111 decisions on Syrian applications, 9 % less than in July. Of those decisions, 98 % resulted 
in a positive outcome, with 80 % granting refugee status and 18 % granting subsidiary protection. The number of 
decisions issued in the EU+ on Albanian cases in August decreased by 14 % compared to July, falling to 4 596. 
About 99 % of all first instance decisions issued to Albanians were negative.

Despite the rise in the number of applicants from Afghanistan and Iraq, the number of decisions issued in the 
EU+ in August to applicants from these two countries of origin fell slightly compared to the number issued in July.

Additonal data and reports
Quarterly reports are available here: easo.europa.eu/asylum-trends-analysis/quarterly-report
Other EASO documentation is available here: easo.europa.eu/asylum-documentation/easo-publication-and-documentation
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EASO publication: Five years of 
EASO: results and perspectives

EASO has issued a publication entitled Five 
years of EASO: results and perspectives. The 

publication looks into the main achievments of 
EASO during the first five years from its creation. 

In the editor, EASO’s Executive Director states 
that setting-up an Agency is a unique experience. 
Starting from scratch is starting without 
anything. Just an idea, a vision, a goal. No office, 
no equipment, no 
staff.  Setting up an 
Agency from scratch is 
transforming an idea 
into reality. Starting 
building the vital 
structures, finding 
people to join you and 
just go for it.  Five years 
later we can now look 
at a well established 
and solid Agency that 
is in the centre of such 
an important policy 
area. Such an enterprise cannot be done alone.  
Many have contributed in very different ways.  I 
want to sincerely thank all those who did believe 
in the dream and have given their great support 
to make it a reality.  Especially I want to thank 
the Chair and the Members of the Management 
Board and all my staff for their support.  I would 
also like to acknowledge the support from the EU 
institutions and civil society.  It is only thanks to 
this positive environment that we have been able 
to realise what EASO is today.

EASO calls for over 370 experts 
to participate in its operations in 
Italy and Greece

EASO launched a call for 374 additional experts 
to be deployed in Italy and Greece. This is the 

largest number of experts which has ever been 
requested in the history of the agency.

The officers, which need to be seconded from 
EU Member States, are to support the capacity 
building of the Italian and Greek asylum 
authorities to perform additional tasks related 
to the implementation of Council Decision 
2015/1523 of 14 September establishing 
provisional measures in the area of international 
protection for the benefit of Italy and Greece. 

The tasks of these experts will include 
joint processing activities, support in the 
implementation of relocation measures, support 
the registration process and support in the 
detection of possible documents fraud. 

 
An EASO expert on the ground in Catania in September 2015

The experts will play a key role in providing 
assistance in the hotspots and in the reloaction 
measures which are expected to start in the 
coming days. 

Quick Link
The publication can be viewed via: https://easo.europa.
eu/wp-content/uploads/Five-years-of-EASO_results-and-
perspectives.pdf

© EASO
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Kick-off meeting of the COI 
Specialist Network on the 
Ukraine 

On 09-10 September 2015, EASO organised 
the kick-off meeting for the Country of Origin 

Information (COI) Specialist Network on the 
Ukraine. This is already the 9th COI Specialist 
Network established over the last 2 years. Other 
networks cover Syria, Somalia, Pakistan, Iraq, 
Iran, the Russian Federation, Afghanistan and 
Eritrea. 

The session started with a presentation and 
description of the framework and goals of the 
network by EASO, together with the provision of 
updated information on the Common COI Portal, 
which will play a central role in disseminating 
knowledge produced by the networks to the end 
users. 

Mr. Xavier Creach, representative of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), gave a presentation on the current 
security situation in the Ukraine, with special focus 
on the affected areas and on the consequences 
of the conflict in peoples’ lives. The presentation 
was followed by a lively discussion on external 
and internal movements, humanitarian situation, 
conscription and mobilisation into the Ukrainian 
Army, the judicial system, internal flight 
alternative and returns.

Similar to activities of other specialist networks, 
a mapping exercise was done on sources, COI 
activities and gaps. Discussions were also held on 
communication tools to be used by the network, 
on potential cooperation and network activities.

EASO publishes COI report on 
Pakistan

EASO published a new Country of Origin 
Information (COI) report entitled ‘Pakistan 

Country Overview’. The report provides both 
general background information and more 
detailed information on topics relevant for 
international protection status determination in 
regard to Pakistani asylum seekers.

Pakistan has figured in the top 10 of countries of 
origin for many years, taking between third and 
sixth position in the years 2011-14 while absolute 
numbers have been steadily increasing over time. 
In 2014, 22 355 Pakistani nationals applied for 
international protection in the EU, a 5% increase 
compared to 2013.In the first six months of 2015, 
according to provisional EASO data, close to  
15 000 applicants from Pakistan

registered in the EU, indicating a further 
increase. Intended as a reference document and 
a resource for preparing asylum interviews and 
asylum decision-making, the report includes 
general country Information (geography, 
demography, short history, state structure 
and political landscape, education, media and 
telecommunication, health care, socio-economic 
and humanitarian situation, documents), as well 
as more detailed information on the general and 
regional security situation in Pakistan. A chapter 
on the human rights situation provides an 
overview of common violations and focuses on 
specific risk groups, ethnic minorities, religious 
groups and sexual and gender minorities. A last 
chapter is dedicated to migration, displacement 
and internal mobility. The report covers the 
period up until May 2015. 

The Pakistan Country Overview was written using 
the EASO Network Approach whereby networks 
of national COI experts work jointly to provide 
common COI at EU level in accordance with the 
EASO COI Report Methodology. The Pakistan 
report was drafted by COI specialists from Austria, 
Belgium, France, Hungary and the UK, together 
with EASO. A quality review was undertaken by 
COI specialists from Ireland, Lithuania and EASO, 
and UNHCR has reviewed the report in relation 
to information for which UNHCR is quoted as the 
source, relating to persons of concern to UNHCR 
in Pakistan.

EASO will continue to produce such reports on 
important countries of origin and to update them 
on a regular basis in order to raise and harmonise 
COI standards in the EU and use of common COI 
to further support the practical implementation 
of the Common European Asylum System.

© EASO

Quick Link
EASO Country of Origin Information report: Pakistan 
Country Overview https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/
uploads/EASO_COI_Report_Pakistan-Country-Overview_
final.pdf
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EASO reports on the progress 
of Hotspots to the European 
Parliament 

On 23 September 2015, EASO’s Spokesperson, 
Mr. Jean-Pierre Schembri’s participated 

an Inter-parliamentary committee meeting: A 
holistic approach to migration  at the European 
Parliament where he reported on the latest 
situation of asylum in the EU and EASO’s present 
work related to the establishment of Hotspots. 

EASO’s Spokesperson, Mr. Jean-Pierre Schembri debriefs the LIBE 
Committee at the European Parliament

The Inter-Parliamentary Committee Meeting 
provided an opportunity for an in-depth 
discussion of the hotspots approach, together 
with the EU’s Justice and Home Affairs Agencies 
and the national Parliaments of all Member 
States. 

Furthermore, it allowed Members of the LIBE 
Committee to have a meaningful exchange of 
views with Members of National Parliaments 
on migration, asylum and border policies, to see 
how they are being discussed and dealt with at 
the national level. 

The meeting was also addressed by MEP Roberta 
Metsola, EPP, and MEP Kashetu Kyenge, S&D 
(both LIBE Committee) who are working on a 
strategic own-initiative report on the situation 
in the Mediterranean and the need for a holistic 
approach to migration. 

Conference on Home Affairs 
Funds ‘Investing in an open and 
secure Europe’

On 29-30 September 2015, EASO participated 
in the conference entitled ‘Investing in an 

open and secure Europe’ organised in Brussels 
by the European Commission. During these 
two days, various plenary discussions featuring 
an interesting mix of speakers, in addition to 
various workshops, conversation tables was 
organised. On the first day, two high level panel 
discussions were organised that addressed the 
implementation of the Agendas on Migration and 
on Security with the support of the Home Affairs 
Funds, while on the second day a plenary session 
took place that was dedicated to lessons learned 
under the SOLID Funds, and which are to be 
applied to the new Funds. Also, a very interesting

 Security Research project was presented. 

Furthermore, the conference hosted the SOLID 
Exhibition which was an an opportunity for the 
Member States to present their most successful 
projects supported by the SOLID Funds. Also, the 
Commission and the Home Affairs Agencies were 
present with their information stands. EASO had 
its own stand which was visited by participants 
which wanted to learn more on EASO and its 
work. 

© European Parliament

Quick Link
European Parliament TV - Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs meeting proceedings can be 
viewed via: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/
committees/video?event=20150923-0900-COMMITTEE-
LIBE

© EASO
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EASO info point at the European 
Parliament

An EASO Info point was organised at the 
European Parliament on 22 September 2015. 
This session provided an opportunity to reach 
out to EASO’s stakeholders at the European 
Parliament and provide them with an update 
on ongoing EASO’s activities, in particular those 
related to the hotspots and EASO operations on 
the ground. Participants were also briefed on the 
latest situation of asylum in the EU. 

During the session, EASO’s Spokesperson, Mr. 
Jean-Pierre Schembri provided answers on a 
wide range of questions pertaining to EASO 
mandate, the setting up of hotspots and ongoing 
operations in different Member States. 

This activity should be seen in the framework of 
the ‘EASO info day’ which is organised every year 
in the Member States and EU Institutions. This 
year, EASO info days in Member States were held 
on 19 June. 

The objective of the info days is to reach out 
to EASO’s stakeholders, especially asylum and 
reception officials. The initiative aimed to inform 
our stakeholders of EASO’s work, products and 
services and how to make best use of them.

A wide range of activities were held in the Member 
States. A large majority of Member States set up 
info desks, providing asylum officials with EASO 
publications. 

Some Member States published an article on 
EASO on their website and in their newsletters. 
Numerous Member States, held presentations, 
talks and brown bag lunches. Others held quizzes. 
There were also several interventions by EASO 
staff members. A large number of stakeholders 
and officials participated.

EASO carries out a study visit 
for Tunisians officials to the UK 
Ministry of Home Affairs within 
the ENPI project

On 7 - 11 September 2015, a Tunisian 
delegation composed of four officials from 

the Centre for Legal and Judicial Studies of the 
Ministry of Justice, the Secretariat of State for 
Immigration and Social Integration and the 
National Observatory on Migration, both part 
of the Ministry of Social Affairs, visited the UK 
Ministry of Home Affairs Visa and Immigration 
services in Croydon, London and the Detention 
Centre in Harmondsworth.

 

Tunisian delegation at the Home Office, UK

The exercise provided the Tunisian officials with 
an opportunity to gain further understanding 
about the UK asylum policy and system, including 
the measures taken in the last 25 years to improve 
its quality and efficiency. 

The visit was particularly appreciated as it 
focused on practical aspects such as registration, 
protection of vulnerable groups and social 
assistance delivered to them during the asylum 
process.

© European Parliament
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EASO Train-the-trainer Sessions

The second EASO training semester started on 
7 September with the online training in the 

modules on COI and Interviewing Vulnerable 
Persons and will continue with the face-to-face 
session on 6-9 October in the EASO premises 
in Malta. On 12 October the online part of the 
newly developed module on Reception and the 
Module for Managers will start. The face-to-face 
session will take place at EASO’s premises in 
Malta on 10-13 November. Additionally, on 19 
October the online part of the module on Gender, 
Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation and the 
module on Evidence Assessment will start. The 
face-to-face session will be organised within the 
regional training session on 17-20 November in 
the premises of the European Commission in 
Brussels, Belgium. 

The registration deadline for the train-the-trainer 
sessions organised in Malta is 5 October and the 
registration deadline for the regional training 
session in Brussels is 2 October. Should you wish 
to register for any of these training sessions, 
kindly send the registration form to training@
easo.europa.eu

EASO Training Curriculum 

EASO Trainers’ Network Meeting 

On 17-18 September, EASO organised the 
Trainers’ Network Meeting which is a new 

format of the former ‘Annual Didactic Seminar’.  
The aim of this meeting was to help trainers to 
build knowledge and expertise on content and to 
allow them to exchange experience from national 
trainings and train-the-trainer sessions. 

The meeting targeted the trainers in two of 
the core EASO Training modules, the module 
on Inclusion and the module on Evidence 
Assessment. Following the ‘module life cycle’, 
the module on Inclusion will be revised in 2016. 
During the meeting the trainers reviewed the 
current version of the module, shared their 
experiences from the training on Inclusion 
and discussed the potential changes in the 
module.  The trainers also reflected on the future 
structure and content of the Advanced Module 
on Inclusion. EASO will start developing its first 
module in the advanced version already in 2015. 

The second day of the meeting was dedicated to 
the case law relevant for the modules on Inclusion 
and Evidence Assessment and to the presentation 
on the main changes in the upgraded module on 
Evidence Assessment. The meeting was attended 
by 11 trainers from 7 Member States and UNHCR. 

EASO Cooperation with courts 
and tribunals 

Judicial Analysis on Exclusion - EASO 
working group nears conclusion of Judicial 
Analysis of exclusion (Article 12 and 17 QD)

At the invitation of the President of the 
Bundesverwaltungsgericht (Federal 

Administrative Court, Germany), the members of 
the EASO working group on the development of 
a Judicial Analysis on exclusion met for the third 
and final time on 10-11 September in Leipzig. 
Further motivated by the inspiring location, the 
members of the working group have put the 
finishing touches to the text of a Judicial Analysis, 
which will put at the disposal of courts and 
tribunals dealing with international protection 

© EASO
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More information on EASO’s training is available on easo.europa.eu/about-us/tasks-of-easo/training-quality

cases a helpful tool for understanding related 
protection issues. 

The Analysis covers both Article 12 and 17 of the 
Qualification Directive and is due for publication 
before the end of this year.

EASO judicial cooperation with 
Germany

On the same occasion in Leipzig, a meeting 
also took place between representatives 

of the 15 State (Land) higher administrative 
courts of Germany and a representative of EASO. 
Organised by the EASO national contact point 
within the courts and tribunals network, Prof. 
Dr. Harald Doerig of the Federal Administrative 
Court, this meeting will pave the way for an 
improved collaboration between EASO and the 
members of the judiciary in Germany. It will lead 
to an improved flow of information from EASO 
to a greater number of courts and tribunals 
and, it is hoped, increased participation at 
EASO professional development meetings from 
Germany.

Judging on the Common European 
Asylum System

Preparations are well underway for EASO’s 
conference aimed at members of courts and 

tribunals ‘Judging on the Common European 
Asylum System:  Key issues in the implementation 
of the CEAS from the judicial perspective’. This 
conference will take place at the premises of 
the Court of Justice of the European Union in 
Luxembourg from 5-6 November 2015. 

Members of courts and tribunals interested in 
participating are encouraged to contact their 
national contact point within the EASO network 
of court and tribunal members or to contact 
judicialtraining@easo.europa.eu

© EASO

Vulnerable Groups

Advanced workshop on EASO 
Practical Guide on Family Tracing 

On 21-22 September 2015, EASO organised an 
Advanced Workshop on the Practical Guide 

on Family Tracing. 

The working group was composed by a selected 
group of Family tracing specialists from EU+ 
states (Italy, Germany, Malta, Sweden and 
Norway), FRA, UNHCR  and other international 
and nongovernmental organisations relevant in 
the field (such as IOM, ICRC and NIDOS). 

This advanced workshop was aimed at collecting 
the expert input on Family Tracing draft Practical 
Guide and support EASO on the further 
development of the upcoming publication. 

Particular focus was put on reaching common 
recommendations regarding the family tracing 
process and the design of a family tracing flow 
chart sample to be included in the Practical 
Guide. 

In addition, discussions on topics such as best 
interest of the child in the family tracing process 
and the purpose of family tracing according to 
the different scopes of the process (within the EU 
+ territory and outside the EU + territory) were 
facilitated during the workshop.

© EASO



Your opinion is important to us! Visit the EASO consultation calendar, to keep 
updated on when EASO will open consultation procedures: 
easo.europa.eu/easo-consultative-forum/open-consultations

Subscribe to the EASO Newsletter via:
easo.europa.eu/news/newsletter

EASO is on Facebook. Follow us and receive updates  
on EASO activities by liking our page facebook.com/easo.eu

EASO Website 
Visit EASO’s website on easo.europa.eu for the latest updates
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EASO Vacancies

EASO has recently published the following vacancies:

Open Calls
Reference Number Title Closing Date
COM/2015/20010 Executive Director (AD 14) 9 October 2015

EASO/2015/CA/006 Project Support Officer  (FG IV) 26 October 2015

EASO/2015/CA/007 Administrative Assistant (FG III) 19 October 2015

EASO/2015/CA/008 Administrative Officer (FG IV) 19 October 2015

For more information please visit our website on easo.europa.eu/working-for-easo

EASO notices (including vacancies)

Seconded National Experts (*)
Reference Number Title Closing Date
EASO/2015/SNE/004 Asylum Expert 19 October 2015

(*) only for government officials from EU Member States or Associate Countries that have concluded an arrangement on their 
participation in EASO.


