
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

US State Department Report – The US 

Department of State highlights ill-

treatment and solitary confinement 

in the 2012 Country Reports on 

Human Rights Practices. 
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FIGURES 

238 children detained ( 0.85%) 

134 detained inside Israel ( 5.0%) 

39 children aged 12–15 (= 0.0%)  

1 girl in detention 

FOLLOW DCI-PALESTINE 

 

 

 

 

 

Detention Bulletin 
 March 2013 

March registered the highest 

number of Palestinian children 

imprisoned and prosecuted in the 

Israeli military court system since 

October 2010, reaching a total of 

238, an increase of two children 

from February. 

The number of children between the 

ages of 12 and 15 remained at 39, 

the same as February. 

Evidence collected by DCI-Palestine 

since January 2013 suggests that 

Israeli authorities increasingly subject 

Palestinian teenagers to solitary 

confinement for interrogation 

purposes. 

Since January 2013, Israeli authorities 

have held at least seven Palestinian 

youths, ages 16 to 17, in solitary 

confinement for periods ranging 

from 2 to 21 days.  

Overview March 2013 

This amounts to one-third of the 

number of solitary confinement 

cases documented by DCI-Palestine 

in 2012, during which a total of 21 

Palestinian youths, ages 14-17, were 

held in solitary confinement for 

anywhere from 4 to 29 days. 

The detrimental psychological and 

physical effects of detaining persons 

in solitary confinement are well 

documented. The UN Special 

Rapporteur on Torture Juan Méndez 

has called for a complete ban on 

the use of solitary confinement for 

children. 

The practice of using solitary 

confinement on children in Israeli 

detention facilities must be stopped 

immediately, and the prohibition 

must be enshrined in law. 

Israeli forces detain three boys in Hebron. © EAPPI 
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http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/204575.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/palestinian-teens-held-solitary-confinement-three-weeks
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/palestinian-teens-held-solitary-confinement-three-weeks


Total 
According to the latest figures 

compiled by DCI from sources 

including the Israeli Prison 

Service (IPS) and Israeli army 

temporary detention facilities, 

there were 238 Palestinian 

children (12-17 years) in Israeli 

detention at the end of March 

2013. This represents an 

increase of 2 children from the 

previous month.  

12-15 year olds  
In March there was no change 

in the number of young 

children (12–15 years) being 

prosecuted in Israeli military 

courts and receiving custodial 

sentences in prisons inside 

Israel. At the end of March, 

there were 39 young children in 

detention, the same as in 

February 2013. 

Girls in detention  
There is currently one 

Palestinian girl being held in 

Israeli detention. The 17-year-

old girl from Hebron was 

arrested at a checkpoint on 26 

July 2012, after been found in 

possession of a knife and 

pepper spray, which she is 

accused of using on a female 

soldier. 

Administrative detention 
There are currently no 

Palestinian children being held 

without charge or trial in Israeli 

administrative detention. DCI 

continues to recommend that 

no child should be the subject 

of administrative detention and 

Israeli military law should be 

amended to reflect this 

position. 
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Each year approximately 500–700 Palestinian children, some as young as 12 years, are 

detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system. 

The most common charge is for throwing stones. The overwhelming majority of these 

children are detained inside Israel in contravention of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 

MARCH 2013 

IN FIGURES 

Total number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since Jan 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of young (12-15) Palestinians in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian girls in Israeli detention at the end of each month since 

January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian children held in Israeli administrative detention at the end of 

each month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 6 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1.8 

2010 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1.6 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2013 0 0 0          0 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 7 6 6 6 5 4 3 3 0 0 0 3.8 

2010 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.5 

2013 1 1 1          1 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 50 54 53 47 39 47 42 39 40 44 41 42 44 

2010 44 41 39 32 25 23 18 20 32 34 32 30 31 

2011 34 45 45 37 38 38 40 34 35 30 33 19 36 

2012 26 24 31 33 39 35 34 30 28 21 21 23 29 

2013 31 39 39          36 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 389 423 420 391 346 355 342 339 326 325 306 305 355 

2010 318 343 342 335 305 291 284 286 269 256 228 213 289 

2011 222 221 226 220 211 209 202 180 164 150 161 135 192 

2012 170 187 206 220 234 221 211 195 189 164 178 195 198 

2013 223 236 238          232 

 



 

15 March 2013 

Name of victim:  Momen M. (9)  

Accusation:  Throwing stones 

Place of residence:  Old City, Hebron 

 

Even though Momen was under12 years old, the age of criminal responsibility, Israeli soldiers 

detained him around 3 pm while running toward his home and away from a demonstration that 

had erupted into clashes. On his way home, Momen ran into a group of about 10 Israeli soldiers on 

his street. He was grabbed by the neck and left shoulder and taken to a room near the entrance to 

Shuhada Street. “I was very scared of them especially when they grabbed me by my neck,” said 

Momen. “I was really scared and worried about what would happen to me.” 

He was brought to a room where he was detained with other older youth. He was blindfolded and 

his hands were tied in front of him with two plastic cords. He was transferred by military jeep to 

Kiryat Arba police station, where he was made to sit outside in the yard until 9:30 pm. He was not 

interrogated or physically assaulted, but was kept tied and blindfolded the entire time. He was then 

put in military jeep and transferred back to Shuhada Street. He was turned over to the Palestinian 

police and reunited with his father soon after. 

 

1 March 2013 

Name of victim:  Nashat A. (16)  

Accusation:  Throwing stones 

Place of residence:  Nablus 

 

Nashat told DCI-Palestine that Israeli soldiers arrested him around 5 pm as he and three other 

friends collected metal scraps near Huwara checkpoint. Nashat was far away from the clashes that 

erupted during demonstrations at Huwara checkpoint, when Israeli soldiers suddenly appeared. 

The soldiers tossed a sound grenade as the boys sat behind a pile of dirt smoking. The soldiers 

slapped, kicked and hit Nashat with the stocks of their rifles. They tied his hands behind his back 

with a single plastic cord, blindfolded him, and pushed him into a military jeep, which transferred 

him to Huwara checkpoint. He was forced to sit outside on the ground until 3 am. 

Around 9 am, while sitting in the yard at Huwara interrogation and detention center bound and 

blindfolded, Nashat was forced to stand in front of a military jeep as a soldier revved the engine. 

The soldier then reversed and drove toward Nashat, stopping just a few meters from him several 

times. “I was really scared,” says Nashat. “I thought they wanted to kill me with the jeep and say 

that it was an accident...I was shaking because I was so scared.” 

Nashat was transferred to Megiddo prison inside Israel and later interrogated at Salem interrogation 

and detention center near Jenin. He was accused of throwing stones and ordered to confess. 

Nashat denied the allegations, but signed a statement in Hebrew, which the interrogator told him 

was a denial statement. 

 

Case summaries 

Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-Palestine collect sworn affidavits from Palestinian children in prison and 

upon their release. These affidavits are drafted in Arabic and further reviewed by trained staff to 

determine appropriate follow-up action. Each year, around 100 of these affidavits are translated into 

English from which brief case summaries are produced. New case summaries are regularly posted here. 
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http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/case-summaries-2013


DCI-Palestine ● Detention Bulletin, Issue 37 ● January 2013  
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No child should be prosecuted in military courts which lack comprehensive fair trial and juvenile justice 

standards. DCI-Palestine recommends that as a minimum safeguard in the light of consistent reports of 

ill-treatment and torture, the following: 

1. Ensure that no child is interrogated in the absence of a lawyer of their choice and family member; 

2. Ensure that all interrogations of children are audio-visually recorded; 

3. Ensure that all evidence suspected of being obtained through ill-treatment or torture be rejected 

by the military courts;  

4. Ensure that all credible allegations of ill-treatment and torture be thoroughly and impartially 

investigated and those found responsible for such abuse be brought to justice; 

5. The practice of using solitary confinement on children must be stopped immediately. 

Other reports 

UNICEF – Children in Israeli Military Detention 

WCLAC – Women’s Voices: Glimpses of life 

under occupation 

Breaking the Silence – Soldiers’ Testimonies: 

Children and Youth 

UK lawyers – Children in Military Custody 

DCI–Palestine Report 

Bound, Blindfolded & Convicted: 

Children held in military 

detention 

3 March 2013 

Name of victim:  Ahmad A. (17) & Moath S. (17)  

Accusation:   Throwing stones     

Place of residence:  Nablus 

 

Ahmad and Moath told DCI-Palestine that they were arrested by Israeli soldiers around 1 pm after they 

joined other youths in a demonstration near Huwara checkpoint. Four Israeli soldiers chased and caught 

Ahmad and Moath, the punched, kicked and hit them with the stocks of their rifles. Their hands were tied 

behind their backs with a single plastic cord and they were blindfolded. While being transferred to 

Huwara interrogation and detention center in the back of a military jeep they were physically assaulted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Urgent Appeals 

UA 3/12 – Children of the Sea 

UA 2/12 – Forcible transfer 

UA 1/12 – Solitary confinement 

UA 6/11 – Children of Beit Ummar 

UA 4/11 – Children of Azzun 

 

For more information on Palestinian child detainees… 

Case summaries, continued 

Recommendations 

Israeli military jeep on road near Beit Ummar, Hebron. © DCI 

http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.wclac.org/english/userfiles/Glimpses%20of%20Life%20Under%20Occupation%20October%202012.pdf
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Children_and_Youth_Soldiers_Testimonies_2005_2011_Eng.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3_12_gaza_fishermen_15_dec_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_2_12_article_76_jan_2013.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_dec_12.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_6-11_-_beit_ummar1.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_4_11_azzun_update_18_jan_2012.pdf

