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General Context/Background: 
 
The situation in central Katanga has been unstable since the escape from prison of the Mayi-Mayi1 
commander known as Gédéon Mtanga in September 2011. Gédéon had led a group of Mayi-
Mayifighters between 2002-2007 who were known for their brutality and their attacks against the 

civilian population. Returning to his 
former fiefdom in the area between 
Mitwaba and Manono, he has re-
mobilised many of his former fighters 
and forcibly recruited a large number 
of children. In this second round of 
fighting the attacks have mostly 
targeted villages in the so-called 
“triangle of death” in the Manono, 
Mitwaba and PwetoTerritories, but the 
violence has also engulfed the 
previously stable Malemba-Nkulu, 
Lubudi and KamboveTerritories. The 
capacity of the Armed Forces of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(FARDC) and UN Peacekeepers 
(MONUSCO) to secure these areas 
remains limited. Moreover, contacts 
with Mayi-Mayi groups are difficult as 
a result of their lack of a clear 
hierarchy. 
 
While Gedeon and his fighters along 
with the newly created Mayi-Mayi 
Kata-Katanga -who claim to be 
fighting for the independence of 

Katanga (their name means “to cut off Katanga”) are the main drivers of the instability, the national 
army has also been implicated in a large number of violations against civilians. While some FARDC 
attacks can be seen as “collateral damage” in their attempts to combat Mayi-Mayi groups,reports of 
indiscriminate firing against civilians, rapes, looting and torching of houses demonstratesthat some 
elements of the army constitute a danger to the civilian population. According to humanitarian actors 
working on the ground, a common pattern observed is that the population that did not flee during or 
after a Mayi-Mayi attack will most certainly flee as the FARDC attempts to re-establish authority as 
they are afraid of being perceived as supporters of the Mayi-Mayi and targeted accordingly2. 
 
It should be noted that given Katanga’s prominent position in the Congolese economy as a mine rich 
region, and politically as the province from which the President originates, the authorities at both 
national and provincial level have been slow to recognise the current emergency situation. Continued 
efforts by humanitarian actors to advocate for a MONUSCO deployment to Mitwaba throughout 2012 
did not materialize due to the limited capacity of MONUSCO, and- equally important-the resistance 
from national authorities. There are 70 UN Blue Helmets stationed in Moba and Manono in an area 
that has, 304 500 internally displaced persons (IDPs). The total deployment in Katanga was reduced 

                                                 
1The name Mayi-Mayi means water in Lingalaand is commonly known to come from the belief amongst their fighters that water 
will make them invincible. The first references to these groups are from the uprising against the government after the 
assassination of Patrice Lumumba in 1961. Crisis Group, 2006 ,Katanga: The Congo’s Forgotten Crisis  
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/dr-congo/103-katanga-the-congos-forgotten-crisis.aspx 
2 This pattern is consistent with that documented by Oxfam in their report Commodities of war (2012) 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/commodities-war-drc which states that civilians are most vulnerable in situations where there is a 
changing power dynamic between the FARDC and armed groups.  
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