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This report details the effects of heavy rain occurring in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK). It is based on information from the Government of DPRK and preliminary information 

gathered by an inter-Agency visit to the affected areas. A request for specific, sectoral data on extent 

of damages and supported needed, has been forwarded to the Government.   

 

SITUATION 

1. UN agencies and the IFRC accompanied the Government to the following areas for a joint visit on 

Monday 25th July: Chongdan County in South Hwanghae, Haeju City and Sonhung County in 

North Hwanghae.   

 

2. Preliminary information from local authorities as reported below:    

Water and Sanitation:  

There is no evidence of flood damage of WASH infrastructure in the areas visited. However, 

since many families rely on shallow dug wells and hand pumps, the heavy rain has affected the 

groundwater quality temporarily and diarrhoeal cases are expected to rise. It is important that 

the dug wells are cleaned and disinfected and people advised to home treat the water (by boiling 

or with purification tablets) before consumption. The county should plan to repair or replace the 

two submerged /damaged pump station as soon as possible to restore the water supply. Any 

support needed for restoration should be provided as soon as possible.  

 
Golsan Ri, Chongdan County, South Hwanghae  
× Local authorities reported 107 houses (of 2,000) and 2 nurseries (of 12) damaged or 

destroyed. Children from one of the damaged nurseries now placed in the ri (district) office 

building. Observed damage was more due to prolonged rain; no sign of flood in the village 

visited.   

× Local authorities reported damage to the ri’s water pumping system. Team however 

observed no sign of existing water system in the area. Residents confirmed traditional water 

collection through wells or roar pumps. Team observed two collapsed houses.     

Chongdan County, Pumping Station:  
Authorities reported that 4 pumping stations serve 7,000 families of Chongdan County; two of 
these were reported submerged or damaged from the recent rain. The team observed 
submerged and damaged equipment at one pumping station. The water well was also 
submerged and seems to be contaminated from flood and rain. Affected families are currently 
obtaining water from dug wells and hand pumps.   
 
Yongyang ri, Haeju City:    
There was no observed piped water system in this ri; locals use dug wells which were  affected 
by heavy rain. The water is reported contaminated.   
 
Haeju City:  
No flooding was observed in Haeju city despite local authorities reporting that water sources 
had overflowed, releasing muddy water into the city water supply network. 



Reportedly, 30% of the city dwellers do not have access to clean water as a result. Due to poor 
road connectivity, authorities advised the team not to visit the affected source.  
 

Health:  

Chongdan County, south Hwanghae Province  

It was reported that 10 health facilities were completely or partially damaged, and diarrhoea 

among children increased 20 % above average. 370 doctors, 250 nurses and 48 midwives are 

currently working at the affected areas. 

 

Haeju City, south Hwanghae Province 

× The 40-bed Infectious Diseases Hospital has completely crumbled. All the patients were 

evacuated to other hospitals.  

× Reportedly, 5 health facilities were completely or partially damaged, and diarrhoea among 

children increased by 15% above average.  

 

Sohung County, north Hwanghae Province  

× 8 health facilities were completely or partially damaged, out of total 32. Diarrhoeal cases 

increased 40% above average among the children.  

× 90 doctors, 40 nurses and 12 midwives are currently working  in flood affected areas.  

 

Major health problems & expressed needs  

× Diarrhoea, ARI incidence increase for 25-40% particularly among children; malaria 

incidence increased, skin diseases are increased in all the affected areas.  

× 70~80% of all registered health staff and volunteers are mobilized for the emergency health 

care activities which include health education, injury dressing, medical check-up, 1st aid care, 

anti-epidemic activities, referral, etc., while all the available health facilities and disease 

surveillance posts, ambulances and warehouses are on 24-hour vigilance status.  

× The health authorities expressed the needs for augmentation of the medicine & vaccine 

stock, essential drugs such as antipyretics and antibiotics, IV fluid, nutritious food such as 

plumpy-nuts and F100, medical consumables such as gauze and dressings and the 

transportation means such as ambulance and motorbikes. 

 

Food Security and Agriculture: 

× It is not possible to estimate food related problems at the moment. It is reported that food 

stocks that people kept in the houses have been washed away. As reported by officials, only 

a limited number of households seem to have been in need of assistance presently. Damage 

to houses appears to be limited in number, affecting few hundred households.  

× Damage to agriculture land was reported as serious in some visited counties. It is possible 

that damages to both early (wheat, barley and potatoes) and main crops (mainly rice) could 

reduce the overall food production and availability. Estimate of the reduction of paddy 

production has not yet been calculated.  

 

RESPONSE: 

1. IFRC released 600 family kits and 2,460 family kits to South and North Hwanghae Provinces 

which are being distributed to the families by local Red Cross. 

 

2.  WHO released the following items to local authorities:  

a. 4  Household Doctor Bags to Chongdan County, South Hwanghae Province  



b. 9 Household Doctor Bags to Haeju City, South Hwanghae Province 

c.  7 HHD Bags to Sohung County, North Hwanghae Province  

 

3. UNICEF released the following items to the affected population:   

Item 
Qty per County Total for 3 Counties * 

Qty Unit Packing Qty Packing 

ORS 1,000 sachet 2 CTN 3,000 6 CTNs 

Leaflet 500 each 1 Pack 1,500 3 Packs 

Water Purification Tablet 20,000 each 2 CTN 60,000 6 CTNs 

Soap 600 bar 3 CTN 1,800 9 CTNs 

ECD Kit 1 kit 1 box 3 3 boxes 

* 3 Counties include Chongdan County & Haeju City in South Hwanghae Province and Sohung County in North Hwanghae 

Province. UNICEF handed over the emergency supplies to the designated official of respective County People's Committee 

during their joint UN assessment mission on 25 July 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information please contact:  

 

Mr. Jérome Sauvage 

UN Resident Coordinator, DPRK 

Tel: O: (850) 2381 7772  

Mob.: (850) 191 250 1010  

jerome.sauvage@undp.org  

 

Mr. Abdurrahim Siddiqui 

Deputy Country Director, WFP 

Chair, IACP Group 

Tel: O:381-7217 ext. 2400/5111 

Mob.:  191 250 0367 

abdurrahim.siddiqui@wfp.org 

 

Dr. Libby Kennard  

Representative, Save the Children  

Co-Chair, IACP Group  

Tel: O: 381-7043/ 382-7043 

libby@eupsunit2.com  
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