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This report on the floods occurring in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) is based 

on information from the Government of DPRK and other sources. A map of flood-affected area is 

below. 

 

SITUATION 

1. The average annual rainfall in DPRK has been recorded at 1000 mm per year. Between June 

23 and July 16, 2011, Nampo city, South Hamyong, North and South Hwanghae were hit by 

torrential rains, causing extensive flooding. It is reported that precipitation levels reached 

250 mm i.e., a quarter of the annual rainfall within five days.  

2. Some preliminary details as below:   

 Kaesong City and North Hwanghae Province: 9,500 ha of paddy land submerged and 

almost 900 dwelling either fully destroyed or partially damaged.  

 South Hwanghae Province: Of a total 15,000 ha of farmland, 10,000 ha are currently 

submerged. Also reported as affected are houses, public buildings, and roads. A total of 

2,460 dwellings were partially or fully destroyed in five counties: Haeju (350), 

Pongchon (38), Paechon (440), Yonnan (733), Chongdan (899). In addition, two clinics 

were found completely destroyed while seven were partially damaged. There are also 

reports of polluted wells, boreholes, and submerged pump stations raising serious 

health concerns. Kindergartens and nurseries are also reportedly damaged.  

 In Hamhung City it has been reported that there have been some casualties, some 

houses destroyed, and transportation difficulties.   

 

3. The Government and International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) assessments are still 

ongoing. Detailed statistics about affected population, extent of affected housing stock, and 

priority areas for response are currently not known.  

4. Immediate forecasts (21-28 July) suggest light rains over the weekend and further rain at the 

beginning of the week, with a peak in the Pyongyang area.  

RESPONSE: 

1. The Government has begun mobilising its own resources to support the flood-affected 

population. The Government has also requested that emergency pre-positioned stocks from 

the UN be released for the flood-affected populations.  

2. Given the formal request from the government to respond, the Inter-Agency Contingency 

Planning Group has been activated.  

3. An inter-agency team (UN agencies and Save the Children International) is to visit affected 

areas (Haeju City, Chongdan county/South Hwanghae Province) and (Sonhung County, North 

Hwanghae Province) in a joint assessment mission with the Government.   

4. In all affected areas, local Red Cross volunteers responded by providing first aid to the 

injured. The Red Cross also provided transport of the most serious cases to referral hospitals. 

A total of 859 Red Cross volunteers helped affected populations with evacuation and 

temporary shelter. Another 630 volunteers were mobilised for hygiene promotion activities 

combined with the distribution of water purification tablets.  



5. The Red Cross has also distributed over 600 emergency relief kits to affected families in 

Kaesong and North Hwanghae (one emergency relief kit contains 2 tarpaulins, 4 blankets, 

one cooking set, and one jerry can). In South Hwanghae, besides water purification tablets, 

family hygiene kits (body soap, laundry soap, sanitary pads, hand towels, mirror, toilet 

paper, toothpaste, toothbrush, razor, comb) will be distributed to 2,460 affected families in 

the coming days.     

 
 
 
For more information please contact:  

 
Mr. Jérome Sauvage 
UN Resident Coordinator, DPRK 
Tel: O: (850) 2381 7772  
Mob.: (850) 191 250 1010  
jerome.sauvage@undp.org  
 

Mr. Abdur Rahim Siddiqui 
Deputy Country Director, WFP 
Chair, Inter-Agency Contingency  
Planning Group  
Tel: O:381-7217 ext. 2400/5111 
Mob.:  191 250 0367 
abdurrahim.siddiqui@wfp.org 
 

Dr. Libby Kennard  
Representative, Save the Children 
International  
Co-Chair, Inter-Agency 
Contingency Planning Group  
Tel: O: 381-7043/ 382-7043 
libby@eupsunit2.com  
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