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Much delayed Diraac/Soughoum rains likely to limit food access during the lean season 
 

KEY MESSAGES 
 
 A deterioration of food security is expected in the Southeast 

Pastoral Border Zone and in rural Obock region, due to limited 
pasture regeneration following an early end to the October-
March Heys/Dadaa rains and a significantly delayed start to the 
March-May Diraac Soughoum rains. In these areas, Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) is expected between July and September despite 
continued interannual assistance.  
 

 Prices for major imported staple foods, such as rice, wheat, 
and sorghum, remain stable on most markets, and are 
expected to remain stable through September, except for 
seasonal peaks during Ramadan.  

 

 Despite poor rainfall performance, most pastoral households 
are expected to remain in either Minimal (IPC Phase 1) or 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) between April and September due to 
continued income from daily labor, sale of livestock, charcoal 
production, remittances, and continued interannual food 
assistance.  

 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
 

ource: FEWS NET 

Current food security outcomes, April 2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET  

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 

emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. Visit www.fews.net/IPC for more on this scale. 

mailto:djibouti@fews.net
http://www.fews.net/IPC
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

Current situation  
 
Most rural areas of Djibouti are currently facing Minimal (IPC Phase 1) 
or Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity, following below-
average rainfall during the latter half of the Heys/Dadaa rainy season 
(October to February). The current Diraac/Soughoum season (March-
May) typically contributes between 25 and 50 percent of total annual 
rainfall, but these rains have not yet started in most rural areas. 
Improvements in pasture and water availability reported at the 
beginning of this year are being limited by the poor performance of 
Heys/Dadaa seasonal rains and the delay of the current 
Diraac/Soughoum season. In some areas, particularly the Southeast 
Pastoral Border Zone, livestock products such as milk are becoming 
more limited than usual.  
 
Major construction projects such as the Djibouti-Ethiopian railway and 
the construction of ports and an airport are helping to improve the 
living conditions of rural populations, especially in Southeast Pastoral 
Roadside, Central Pastoral, and Northwest Pastoral Livelihood Zones. 
Indeed, incomes increased compared to previous years, allowing 
better access to a more varied diet and improving food consumption at 
the household level. However, the most isolated areas such as rural 
Obock or Southeast Pastoral Border Zones do not have significant 
access to these additional sources of income. 
 
In Northwest Pastoral Zone, households have better access to natural 
resources, with the availability of infrastructure as reservoirs, dams, 
etc. that conserve water and allow the improvement of the condition 
of livestock. However, these resources may be insufficient in some 
areas with the competition and the excessive use. Households in this 
area are currently facing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity.  

 
Assumptions 
 
The projected food security outcomes for the April to September 2015 
scenario period are based on the following assumptions: 

 Cumulative rainfall for the remainder of the March to June 
Diraac/Soughoum season is likely to be near average, according to 
USGS.  

 Prices of basic commodities, such as wheat, sorghum, and rice will continue to be stable, due to normal supply of 
essential food commodities in most markets monitored, apart from in June and July, when prices will increase 
seasonally due to Ramadan. 

 Food aid should continue from April to September, with about 60 percent of the population receiving assistance during 
the lean season. 

 From May, informal activities such as petty trade, on which the poorest households depend, will decline through the 
scenario period, as in a typical year, as extreme temperatures set in with the onset of summer. 

Projected food security outcomes, April to June 

2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 

Projected food security outcomes, July to 

September 2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant 

for emergency decision-making. It does not 

necessarilyreflectchronicfoodinsecurity. Visit 

www.fews.net/foodinsecurityscale for more on this scale.  

http://www.fews.net/foodinsecurityscale
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 Assistance from the urban areas may decline sharply from July, with the heavy expenses due to the month of Ramadan, 
and saving for school fees expected before school begins in September. 

 

Most likely food security outcomes 
 
Over the coming months, food security is expected to deteriorate as food and income sources will decline in pastoral areas 
due to below-average Heys/Dadaa rains and the yet to begin Diraac/Sougoum rains, which will reduce pasture and browse 
availability, and in turn, livestock productivity. Coupled with seasonal decreases in access to food and income during the 
lean season, food security will likely deteriorate, particularly in Southeast Pastoral Border Zone and rural Obock Region, 
which will likely face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) between July and September. The nutritional situation is also likely to deteriorate 
during the lean period with elevated admission rates in health centers. By contrast, pastoralists in Southeast Roadside and 
Central Pastoral zones will be in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity between April and September.  
 

AREAS OF CONCERN 
 
South-east pastoral livelihood zone 
 

Current situation 
 
Following below-normal rainfall and an early end to the October to March Heys-Dadaa season in the Southeast Pastoral 
Livelihood Zone, the March to May Diraac/Soughoum rainy season has yet to start in this zone. Livestock body condition are 
worsening compared to January, and though similar to last year, are poor compared to normal. In recent months, apart 
from the drought, farmers have also had to deal with livestock diseases. There is generally a seasonal disease as those 
transmitted by external parasites, such as ticks or pneumonia. The condition of livestock weakened by drought favors the 
disease and pastoralists are worried by the absence of livestock replenishment for a period to be the period of gestation. 
Some households have migrated with their livestock to Ethiopia that has seen better rainfall precipitation. 
 
Many pastoralists continue the sale of charcoal despite government restrictions, which contributes significantly to 
household income. Income from livestock sales decreased due to poor body conditions. In Ali Sabieh, rural populations 
continue to have the opportunities of employment due to the construction of the railway, with remittances also 
representing an important source of income.  
 
The goat prices increased from 9500 to 11,000 last year DJRF. In normal year, the average cost Goat was 7000 DJRF. And 
the price of the camel rise from 80,000 DJF last year to 110,000 DJF. In normal year, the average cost for camel was 60000 
JDRF. The significant increase of cost is explained by the decrease in the size of herds and the weakness of present livestock. 
However, due to the movement of many herds to Ethiopia and the resulting limited herd sizes left behind, the increased 
sale price of livestock have not translated into a corresponding increase in total income from the sale of livestock.  
 
The main source of food for poor households in the southeast border remains the market purchase and it represent around 
50% of total food sources including the family support through food sending by towns. The food assistance from World 
Food Program is still ongoing in the area and continues to cover less than 60% of the beneficiaries of the program of 
assistance. Almost all households are affected by food aid, but a high level of redistribution exists within the community, 
which skews the contribution of allocated rations. The school feeding program contributes significantly to the diet of 
children who are currently attending school, but contributes to less than 5% of the food needs of households due to the 
reduced number of children in primary schools in each household. Own production and community support programs also 
contribute to household food access.  

 
Prices for staple food such as rice, wheat, and sorghum are stable, but the price of sorghum flour in Ali Sabieh and Dikhil 
remains above the five-year average following reductions in sale of food assistance to markets when general food 
distributions were reduced in early 2014. Milk availability is below average and represents less than one liter per day per 
household on average, while typically the same household would need a minimum of 3 liters. 
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With a diet based mostly on cereal, oil and sugar, dietary diversity of households in the Southeast border, is poor. 
Consumption of milk and animal products is nearly inexistent for households in this area due, among other things, to the 
deterioration of capital in livestock. Dependence on food aid remains very high and more than 60 percent of households 
continue to use as typical coping strategies such as charcoal and wood production, even though the practices are 
prohibited. Households hardly have coping strategies that could help them improve their food consumption. With a high 
malnutrition rates compared to threshold, poor household are currently in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity. 
 

Assumptions 
 
In addition to national assumptions described above, the following assumptions were made for the Southeast pastoral 
border-side area:  
 

 The program of assistance for drought-affected households provides coverage of around 60% from April to May 
and 80% from June to September, as the lean season is starting.  

 Food assistance for development program as Food for Work activities will double compared to last year. 

 Despite the government's ban, poor households will continue to sell charcoal at their normal levels.  

 Community support will remain at their typically low levels during the scenario period. 

 Households will continue sub-division of food aid within the community to compensate for a lack of access to food 
during the scenario period. 

 With limited rains during previous seasons, milk will be limited and there will be no real income from the sale of 
milk. 

 Sale of food assistance will be lower than last year, during the projection period, because of reductions of food aid. 
Households will consume all food aid they receive.  

 Wage labor and self-employment represent 50 percent of total income. Throughout the scenario period, only daily 
labor “kouli” will increase, which is due to expansion of construction activity in this area with railway. 

 Household income from the sale of livestock will decrease by about 15 percent during the scenario period, 
compared to a typical year due to the decrease in herd sizes. Households will continue to sell livestock in order to 
generate income for purchasing food.  

 Food sources related to livestock products such as milk are reduced compared to a normal year due to the decline 
in herd sizes and below normal rains. The little milk in some households is mainly consumed by children and 
elders. 

 Households will continue to practice activities like sand collection for the trucks coming from Djibouti. 

Most likely food security outcomes 
 

During the scenario period, household food consumption will be lower than in a normal year. This deficit is largely due to 
two consecutive poor rainy seasons that have limited pasture regeneration and livestock productivity. From June/July, 
households will have more deficits in terms of food consumption with the start of the lean season. During the scenario 
period, food aid dependant households will continue to receive half rations. With a slight reduction in firewood and 
charcoal sales and low level of livestock product, households in Southeast Border Livelihood zone depend mainly on others 
non sustainable activities (casual labor, food aid). The area will remain in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity 
through June with ongoing humanitarian assistance. Between July and September, food consumption gaps are expected to 
increase and households will likely face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) despite continued and increased humanitarian assistance.  
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EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

 

Table 1: Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes over a six-month period, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, 
and the probable responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes those assumptions in the context of current conditions and local 
livelihoods to develop scenarios estimating food security outcomes. Typically, FEWS NET reports the most likely scenario. To learn more 
about this approach to scenario development, visit www.fews.net/scenario_development. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

National Rising prices of essential food 

staples. 

 

 

Increase of prices concerning the main food staples could 

impact the purchasing capacities of poor households and limit 

the access to market which is the main source of food. It 

could also erode the benefits of livestock productivity, and 

cause a decline in terms of trade leading to increased 

household food insecurity. 

Southeast pastoral border-

side area 
Continued below-average  

Diraac/Soughoum rains. 

 

Below normal Diraac/Soughoum rains could deteriorate faster 

the food security situation with more limitation on pasture, 

water and food sources. Livestock could be less productive 

and households’ consumption could be impacted. 

http://www.fews.net/scenario_development

