
 

SYRIA CRISIS RESPONSE SUMMARY 

Data Sources and Methods1 

 
The DFID Syria Crisis Response summary available online seeks to provide an overview of the DFID Syria crisis response, including key 
facts, an overview of DFID funding, key DFID objectives for work inside Syria and affected neighbouring countries and key results 
achieved by implementing partners under the response. As a default, the document is updated at the beginning of each calendar quarter 
(January, April, July, October) or at any point throughout the year when there are key changes to the data (for example, changes in the 
number of people in need, an update of key results, or a new funding announcement).  
 
The purpose of this document is to outline the sources of the DFID funding figures and key results (including the methodology used to 
calculate these results) mentioned in the summary.  
 
DFID Funding Sources  
 
‘Announce to date’ figures include a combination of actual spend by DFID partners up to the end of the last financial year and as 
reflected in the internal DFID financial system (ARIES) and announced funding by the UK to date for the current financial year and 
beyond. As such, these figures may differ from allocations to partners listed in Development Tracker, which present the total value of 
DFID grants to partners, including allocations which may have not yet been announced by the UK or do not reflect actual spend by 
partners. 
 
‘Spent’ figures include actual expenditure incurred by DFID partners from the beginning of the UK Syria crisis response in February 2012 
and up to the end of the last financial year, as reflected in the internal DFID financial system (ARIES).  
 
Key Results Sources and Methodology 
 
Data Source  
 

 The source of the results data included in the summary is an aggregation of partner results that align with a set of core indicators:  
 
a) Reported by partners from DFID funded projects in regular progress reports against targets. 
b) Where DFID has made an un-earmarked allocation to an appeal, the DFID attributable results are calculated as a percentage 
share of the overall results achieved. The results percentage share is equal to the percentage share of the appeal budget that DFID 
funding has provided. 

 
Reporting and Accuracy  
 

 Results provided represent the key results achieved by DFID partners and do not capture the entire breath of the response. Where 
possible, DFID encourages partners to use our core indicators when reporting results, to allow for aggregation. However, this is not 
always possible and partners tend to use a combination of core indicators and project specific indicators (the results of which cannot 
be aggregated and therefore are not included in the summary).  
 

 Most results provided are cumulative (i.e. have been aggregated across partners and years), except for water results which are 
measured as the peak month. That is the highest number of people provided with water in a given month aggregated across partners 
since February 2012. 

 

 Units counted include individuals, monthly food rations and health consultations 
 

 Given the range of data sources used, the accuracy of the results data varies and is subject to the quality of the underlying data 
source. The data presented is collected by others and therefore DFID has limited control over the quality of the data. Statistics 
Advisers in DFID undertake quality assurance of the data and attempt to minimise the source of any errors although there is a risk 
that errors may still exist. The types of errors which DFID attempts to minimise include: 

 
o Double counting – identifying unique beneficiaries and avoiding duplication in reporting between programmes, and counting 

units other than individuals where we are concerned that this may lead to double counting.  
o Attribution – measuring the results which can be associated with DFID interventions/funding. 

 
Timeliness  

 

 The time period the results provided cover, is stated on the document. However, as partners have different reporting cycles, a 
minority of results may go over this time frame by one or two months. Also, some results for this time period may not be included due 
to a time lag in reporting.  

                                            
1 For more information please contact David Fallows: D-Fallows@dfid.gov.uk 
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