
The FEWS NET /USAID East Africa Regional 
monitoring & coordination seasonal calendar 

will soon be available through the regional 
FSNWG.  

The overall Food Security situation in the region has improved due to 
sustained normal to above normal rainfall conditions, in terms of intensity, 
duration and coverage, between the March to May 2010 rainfall season. 
Food availability as well as the productivity and value of livestock          
have increased following improved crop production and pastures         
conditions.  

The seasonal climate forecast of the IGAD Climate Prediction and      
Application Centre ( ICPAC )  indicates for the June to August 2010    
rainfall season enhanced the likelihood for above normal to near normal 
rainfall over Southern Sudan, Western, Central and Northern Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Djibouti, North-Western Somalia, Western Kenya, Eastern and 
Northern Uganda.  

This favourable forecast for the major rainfall season of the northern   
sector of Greater Horn of Africa is particularly promising especially for the 
cropping areas of Southern Sudan and Ethiopia that critically rely on those 
rains for their annual productions. Increased probabilities for near to below 
normal rainfall are indicated for Western, Central and Southern Uganda, 
areas mainly characterized by an agricultural bi-modal pattern for which 
rains are not crucial over this forecast period. 

Despite generally improving food security conditions in the region and the 
favourable climate outlook, areas of concern still persist.  

This is the case for the conflict affected regions of Northern Sudan 
( D arfur ) , Southern Sudan, Eastern DRC and Southern and Central 
Somalia, where recurrent conflicts, civilian displacements, market        
disruptions, limited humanitarian interventions are contributing to an    
extreme food insecure situation.  

Some marginal Meher cropping areas of Ethiopia, that experienced a poor 
2009/2010 Meher season, are currently relying on Productive Safety Net 
Programs and relief programs. As the next harvest is not foreseen until 
October 2010, the situation is not likely to improve in the short term. 

In parts of Northern Western Kenya, Southern Somalia and the Somali 
region of Ethiopia, localized but significant floods between May and June 
2010 have caused damage to standing crops, displacements of         
population, disruption of food and non-food supply routes and increased 
market prices. However, in most areas the situation is steadily improving 
and the increased soil  moisture from the flooding may offer an opportunity 
for off-season farming and harvesting during the end of the dry season in 
October ( e.g. Southern Somalia and Somali region of Ethiopia ) .  

Various post rainy season assessments are ongoing and findings will soon 
inform more detailed regional food security outlook. 
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• For further information on the ICPAC events and venues: 

E-mail: director@icpac.net; Tel: 254 20 3514426; 
Fax: 254 20 3878343; Telex: 22208; Website: www.icpac.net 

• Integrated Food Security Phase Classification ( IPC ) : www.ipcinfo.org 

• FAO and Junior/Farmer  Field and Life School approach: www.fao.org/English 
Or www.fao.org/French 

• Community-based DRM approach: www.ifrc.org  
• FSNWG Update June 2010:  www.reliefweb.int 

Regional food security situation & outlook Overall improvement though areas      
of concern where food insecurity persists 

Date Event 

15-28 August 2010 Pre– Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum (GHACOF) 
26 Climate Scientists Workshop 

30 August - 1September 2010 Pre-GHACOF 26 Users Workshop 

2-3 September 2010 GHACOF 26 

Regional ICPAC events planned: 

Source:  IGAD Climate Prediction and 
Applications Centre (ICPAC) consensus 

outlook forecast  

Legend: 
Increased likelihood of above to 
near normal rainfall 

Increased likelihood of below to 
near normal rainfall 

 
Equal likelihood of above, near 
and below normal rainfall 

http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/CJUE-86NHDP?OpenDocument
http://www.ifrc.org/where/country/cn6.asp?countryid=93 
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/dimitra/pdf/dim_18_e.pdf
 http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/dimitra/pdf/dim_18_f.pdf
www.ipcinfo.org
www.icpac.net


 Farmer Field School to address HIV/GBV 

2007/8 Export route 
2009/2010 Export route 

In the Greater Horn of 
Africa ( GHoA ) , the 
livestock sector plays an 
important social, economic 
and cultural role among 
pastoral and agro-pastoral 
populations who form a 
significant livelihood group 
both in terms of population 
and geographic area 
covered.  
 
   

 
The livestock import ban imposed by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
( K SA )  in 2000 on countries in the GHoA, and especially on Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, and Somalia, has been having a negative impact on both the 
food security and livelihoods of pastoralist and agro-pastoralist 
communities. Late 2009, the KSA finally lifted the livestock import ban.   
Despite the broad understanding of the livestock trade across border of 
Ethiopia, Djibouti, and Somalia, there is little information on the 
magnitudes of trade and processes involved.  
In order to better understand livestock cross-border trading related issues 
in these countries, FEWS NET East Africa Regional office conducted a 
regional assessment in May 2010.  
The initial findings of the assessment suggest that livestock sales among 
pastoral groups have improved in terms of income and the export 
possibilities for livestock traders have also increased.  With the lifting of 
the ban, the demand for export and local quality animals has improved.  
Pastoralists have closer links with transporters and traders in Ethiopia and 
Somalia, which allows them to obtain better prices for their livestock, 
hence enough resources and coping options to respond to future shocks. 
Overall, the volume of live livestock exports in 2009 was 9% higher than 
2008 and was 4% higher than the 5-year average ( 2004 –  2008) .   
However, a concern exists for traders and the many other professions 
benefitting from the livestock trade through Djibouti as exports are being 
shifted away to other ports.  
The final report of the assessment will be circulated through the regional 
FSNWG in few weeks time.  

     Coming Events... 

Community-based Disaster Risk 
Management (DRM) 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral communities continue to adapt to changing climatic conditions, even 
without external intervention, but many drought risk management ( D RM )  
initiatives are unconnected to these changes.  

This was the key message learned in the recently completed first phase of a 
IFRC, ICRC and Kenya Red Cross ( KRC )  DRM project funded by ECHO 
in Isiolo District, Kenya.  

The project was designed to support drought management by addressing 
four challenges to the community-based drought risk management ( D RM )  
model: 1 )  Linking traditional and formal early warning systems;           
2 )  Community action plans becoming Shopping Lists rather than resulting in 
community action; 3 )  Activities finishing with the end of the project; and    
4 )  Connecting project activities with local government or private sector 
activities. 

The Isiolo project was also designed to link the local Red Cross branch to 
community early warning - action, and District services. This link builds on 
ICRC ’ s Tracking Strategy which benchmarks changes in pastoral 
conditions that trigger early action together with IFRC ’ s Vulnerability and 
Capacities Assessment which is a community analysis and planning tool.   

Three main lessons emerged from the Isiolo project to increase the 
congruence between DRM initiatives and actual community action: 

The Ethiopian and Ugandan Red Cross will be trialling and adapting this 
approach and where possible will link Branches across borders. 

Livestock import ban & cross-border 
trade in the Greater HoA 

Several International NGOs and UN Agencies have underlined their interest in developing a regional food security and nutrition coordination mechanism, technically supported by FAO. As a result of this 
request, a thematic working group - the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group - was established in 2005 with the participation of CRS, IFRC, Save the Children, OCHA, World Vision, Concern Universal , 
OXFAM, FAO, FAO/FSAU, FEWS NET, WFP, UNHCR and UNICEF.  The FSNWG now covers12 countries: Burundi, CAR, Djibouti, DRC, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Somalia, Sudan and 
Uganda.  For more information, please contact  the FAO Sub-Regional Emergency Office for Eastern and Central Africa ( REOA ) :  fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

Date Event Location 
27-31/07 Burundi National IPC Analysis Workshop Bujumbura 

25-30/07 LEGS Training of Trainers ( Horn/East Africa)  Nairobi 

August Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania  National IPC Analysis Workshops TBC 

August Regional IAWG on HIV and GBV Nairobi 

16-26/07  Community Managed Disaster Risk Reduction training Nanyuki Kenya 

1. Food security in a drought context is more appropriately addressed by 
a broader risk management approach. The starting point to address 
food insecurity in these communities must be their perspective on the 
impact of a range of different factors that influence their immediate 
well-being and future prospects.  A purely food security approach may 
be too limiting and may not resonate with community priorities.  

2. Building on existing actions is more effective than introducing new 
initiatives. Mobilising or leveraging local resources promotes change 
from within as well as provides a sustainable and proactive platform 
for wider change and development. DRM initiatives can recognise 
traditional early warning systems and complement them by linking key 
information from formal systems. 

3. Long-term commitment is essential. DRM initiatives with a long time 
horizon can both can build on and promote locally resourced,       
small-scale activities, adaptive changes and give them time to take 
root in the community. A longer time frame will allow for a broader 
impact as change is sustained and adopted by others. As well, a  risk-
prevention approach emphasising local initiative is an institutional 
challenge to organisations geared to relief interventions or DRM    
activities reliant on external resources. Organisational change also 
requires long-term commitment by the institution.  

In the Eastern and Central Africa region, the Farmer Field School ( FFS )  
approach has been commonly used to implement agricultural projects as 
well as livestock interventions through its variant of Pastoral Field School.  

Over the past few years, it has been successfully adapted into a the 
Junior / Farmer Field and Life Schools ( J/FFLS)  to integrate life issues 
and address HIV and Gender Based Violence for vulnerable youths and 
adults.  

Using the key elements of the approach which include the participatory 
community-based “ learning by doing ” , the group dynamics, and 
development of analytical skills, it has proven to be an excellent entry 
point and a platform for improved self confidence and dignity among 
vulnerable people affected by HIV and GBV. Creating a group cohesion, 
collective spirit and sense of belonging, the J/FFLS has assisted them to 
improve their lives and livelihoods.    

FAO has successfully utilized the approach for a regional Food Security 
and Nutrition, HIV and GBV project in 5 countries in the region. More 
detailed information on the project and on the J/FFLS approach will be 
shared at the regional FSNWG meeting soon.  

Source:  FEWS NET  


