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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Bright prospects for the 2010 maize harvest 

 Black bean prices have fallen but remain above prices two 
years ago 

Main season maize is currently being harvested 

The 2010 summer maize harvest is in progress and the prospects are 
good. Initial forecasts suggest a 2010 aggregate output (including the 
winter harvest which has already been gathered in) will be 4 percent 
above the high 2009 levels. These bright prospects are due to generally 
favourable weather conditions during the agricultural season. In most 
production areas in the south moderate rainfall in August and 
September benefited maize and other summer crops after several 
weeks of dry weather. In October the waning of the tropical storms 
reduced rainfall levels virtually throughout the whole country except for 
the southern coast on the Gulf of Veracruz and the Yucatán peninsula, 
where moderate to heavy rain had been falling since mid-May. The 
generally dry weather in October helped crops to mature at the 
beginning of the summer maize harvesting operations. 

Sowing of the 2010/11 season wheat is in progress 

The wheat for the 2010-11 harvest is currently being sown in the 
irrigated areas of the Northeast (Sonora and Sinaloa) under dry 
weather conditions, which are beneficial to working in the fields. 
 
Aggregate wheat production in 2010 (the main winter and the 
secondary summer seasons) is estimated at 3.7 million tonnes, 
10 percent below 2009’s record levels, but still above the average of 
the past five years. 

Bean prices are still above the level of two years 
ago 

The prices of the black beans have fallen since the beginning of 2010 
but they are still far higher than two years ago. In the second week of 
November on the Mexico City market black bean prices were around 
MXN 12.65/kg, 30 percent above November 2008 levels. 
 
White maize wholesale prices have remained stable for almost 2 years. 
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