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[Cover photo: A young passenger on a barge carrying returnees back to Southern Sudan, Malakal, April 2006 
© UNICEF Southern Sudan/Debra Bowers] 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION

Mass Measles Campaign 

Together with the Government of Southern Sudan 
(GOSS) Ministry of Health (MoH), WHO and other 
partners, UNICEF continued the implementation of 
the Mass Measles Campaign (MMC) which covered 
14 counties and by the end of June and has 
vaccinated a cumulative total of 1,268,750 
children. The campaign aims to immunise an 
estimated 4.5 million children (or at least 95% of 
children) between the ages of six months and 15 
years by 2007.  
 
• Coverage surveys show the MMC coverage in 

accessible areas around Kapoeta at 81%, 
around Tambura at 99%, Rumbek 86% and 
Budi 96%.  

• Six MMC teams were trained in microplanning 
methodology and 18 microplans were developed 
- all of which can now be used to strengthen 
the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI).  

• Nineteen cars, 30 motorcycles and 2,500 
bicycles are being used in the campaign and will 
be left behind to boost routine EPI.  

• 1,500 social mobilisers have been trained as 
well as 2,000 vaccinators, 500 cold chain 
assistants and crowd-control personnel. 

• Monitoring of needle and waste management 
has been 
ongoing 
throughout the 
campaign. 

MMC: improving the cold chain 

A major component of the MMC has been the 
improvement of cold chain facilities that will benefit 
all vaccination activities in the South: nine new 
functional systems have been put in place in nine 
counties (including Bor, Tambura and Ezo) and nine 
existing stores have been upgraded with additional 
equipment including deep freezers, ice- lined 
refrigerators, icepack freezers and generators.  
 
As the MMC is completed in each location, only the 
equipment that will not be needed for the ongoing 
Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) is 
backhauled.  
 
The cold chain equipment needs for routine EPI in 
each county are computed using standard 
WHO/UNICEF global guidelines.  
 
NGOs can now receive supplies from upgraded cold 
chain stores in Juba, Malakal, Rumbek and Wau 
rather than having to collect vaccines from 
Lokichoggio. 
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Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) 

To date in 2006, UNICEF has distributed a total of 
354,090 vaccines for Tuberculosis (BCG), routine 
Oral Polio (OPV - outside of NIDs), Measles (outside 
the MMC), Diphtheria, Petussis and Tetanus (DPT), 
Tetanus (TT) and Meningitis to partner NGOs in the 
health sector and to cold chain hubs. Vaccines were 
delivered to 40 different locations during April and 
May, including Juba, Malakal and Bentiu for the first 
time since the signing of the CPA.  
 
The numbers of NGOs and other partners 
implementing EPI increased from 24 in March to 29 
in April and 33 in May. However, due to the rains, 
vaccine collection dropped again in June. Although 
the reporting rate from partner NGOs remains low, 
there has been a positive increase in feedback from 
52% earlier in the year to 64% by the end of June. 
Taking into account the 64% reporting rate, the 
following tables give a brief summary of EPI 
coverage in the first half of 2006.  
 
Table 2: Children under 12 vaccinated through  
EPI - January to June 2006  
 
Measles DPT1 DPT2 DPT3 BCG 

59,061 49,497 34,498 27,747 41,838 

 

OPV1 OPV2 OPV3 

55,805 33,869 26,279 

 
Table 3: Women of child bearing age (WCBA)  
vaccinated through EPI - January to June 2006  
 
TT1 TT2 TT3 TT4 TT5 
59,061 49,497 34,498 27,747 41,838 
 
In six out ten states, assessments of cold chains 
and of vaccination needs have been carried out. 
During the months of April, May and June, routine 
EPI was in progress across Southern Sudan and ten 
states received vaccines and supplies. This year 16 
NGO EPI plans have been assessed and aligned with 
the national strategy, and UNICEF facilitated EPI 
coverage surveys in five counties.   

Eradicating polio 

The results for February and April 2006 Polio 
National Immunisation Days (NIDs) were released by 
WHO at an interagency meeting in May. The 1st and 
2nd rounds vaccinated 2,409,308 children under five 
and 2,228,630 children under five respectively. The 
second round did not reach all parts of Eastern 
Equatoria, due to insecurity.  

Response to disease outbreak 

In response to the meningitis outbreak in Southern 
Sudan, the entire stock of vaccines in UNICEF’s 
Lokichoggio warehouse – about 95,000 doses - 
were released for mass vaccination in Wau and 
Twic Counties in April. UNICEF also provided 
accessories for the administration of 75,000 doses 
of meningitis vaccines procured by WHO. In June, 
UNICEF released a storage fridge to support this 
process.  The outbreak was declared to be under 
control by the end of May. As part of efforts to 
prevent another yellow fever outbreak, UNICEF’s 
northern Sudan office made 50,000 doses of yellow 
fever vaccine with accessories available to MEDAIR 
for mass vaccination in parts of Twic County in 
Warrap State. This mass vaccination is still ongoing. 

Primary health care services 

From April to June, UNICEF brought 233 essential 
medicine kits into Southern Sudan for distribution to 
primary health care units (PHCUs). These are 
enough to provide healthcare benefits to about 
700,000 people for one month; 160 of the kits 
distributed in April and May were used as part of an 
emergency response in Juba, Malakal, Narus and 
Rumbek. During the first half of 2006, UNICEF has 
released a total of 569 kits. UNICEF has also 
supported the MoH in a huge logistical enterprise to 
deliver 117.7 metric tons of vital medical supplies 
and equipment, including hospital kits, PHCC/PHCU, 
surgery and laboratory kits procured by the GOSS 
(with Multi-Donor Trust Fund funding) to 32 
locations across Southern Sudan.  
 
During the year, UNICEF has also released more 
than 12,000 insecticide treated nets (ITNs). About 
84% of these have been given to pregnant mothers 
and mothers with children under five.  
For example, the Usratuna Rehabilitation Centre for 
disabled and malnourished children in Juba was 
given 800 nets: enough for each new child who 
enters the facility. 

 
Patients at a Malual Kon health centre, December 2005  
© UNICEF/Georgina Cranston 
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Safe Motherhood Initiative (SMI) 

The SMI was launched in 2005 to address appalling 
maternal mortality rates in Southern Sudan and as a 
platform for introducing PMTCT services to the 
South. The pilot phase including operational 
research was completed in early 2006 and data 
collected from 18 pilot sites is being analysed.  
 
Highlights of the SMI in Yei and Maridi counties 
include: 
• 350 community leaders have been sensitised on 

safe motherhood practices, including payam 
administrators, church leaders, boma 
administrators, school head teachers, chiefs, 
community support officers, women and youth 
group leaders and village elders. 

• 120 women have been trained as safe 
motherhood motivators. 

• 8,040 women received improved antenatal care 
since the inception of the project in March 
2005, against a target of 6,000.  

• A second ANC target, to increase the number of 
deliveries in hospitals from 110 per year to 250 
per year in Maridi was also exceeded: 285 
women have delivered in Maridi Hospital since 
the SMI was launched. 355 women have also 
delivered at primary health care facilities in Yei 
and Maridi Counties, rather than at home.  

• For additional details, please see the HIV/AIDS 
section. 

Nutrition 

Over 13,000 children under five received 
emergency high nutrient food during the months of 
April and May through partner NGOs and state 
hospitals supported by UNICEF.   

 
New data received by UNICEF between March and 
May from agencies in five out of ten states indicate 
that despite political improvements in the region, 
malnutrition rates remain very high with ten out of 
11 surveys indicating a wasting rate above the 15% 
emergency threshold. UNICEF has provided essential 
nutrition supplies to 11 partner agencies in the six 
states hardest hit by child malnutrition.  
 
Thirty one metric tons of plumpy nut, and 9.7 
metric tons of F100 and 1.6 metric tons of F75 
(fortified milk powders) were distributed to partners. 
Around 21% of the foods were used in therapeutic 
feeding programmes for severely malnourished 
children, including the rapidly expanding home-
based feeding option. Two hundred and sixty-six 
children received supplementary foods in an Aweil 
therapeutic feeding centre (TFC) and 288 in the TFC 
in Juba in June. Complete data is not yet available.  

Other activities include: 

• UNICEF provided 2,632,500 Vitamin A capsules 
for distribution to children under five alongside 
NIDs and routine EPI.  

• During April UNICEF supported a training of 19 
health workers, including government workers 
from Rumbek, Wau, Thiet, Lunyaker and Tonj on 
management of acute malnutrition and 
surveillance techniques.  

• In April, UNICEF completed the distribution of 
276 sets of anthropometric equipment to the 
Southern Sudan Centre for Statistics and 
Evaluation to enable collection of baseline 
nutrition data during the Sudan Household 
Health Survey (SHHS).   

 

 
 

Ante-natal clinic, Rumbek hospital, December 2005 
© UNICEF/Georgina Cranston 
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Feature: Measles vaccination campaign 
reaches the millionth child 
 
Bentiu town in Southern Sudan saw a special 
celebration on June 16 - the Day of the African 
Child - with dancing, speeches and much biscuit 
eating to mark the milestone of one million children 
in Southern Sudan vaccinated against measles. The 
Mass Measles Campaign (MMC), a joint effort of the 
Government of Southern Sudan Ministry of Health, 
UNICEF and WHO, has been running since 
November 2005 and rolled into Unity State in early 
June. Passing the one million mark represents about 
one quarter of the overall target. 
 
As the first of about 46,500 children targeted in 
and around Bentiu, three-year-old Sarah Abuk 
received the measles vaccine which will protect her 
from the disease for life. Abuk joined the ranks of 
about 1.08 million children already vaccinated in 
several states of Southern Sudan between 
November 2005 and mid-June 2006. The MMC has 
tackled formidable logistical challenges and a 
rapidly-changing security situation as it moves 
towards the goal of vaccinating 4.5 million children 
across all ten states of Southern Sudan. 
 
Speaking at the ceremony, Simon Strachan, Director 
of UNICEF Southern Sudan, made the joint vision of 
the new Government, UNICEF and WHO clear:  “We 
simply want measles in Southern Sudan to be a 
disease of the past. Today, we want to say to all 
Southern Sudanese - not a single child, no matter 
how disadvantaged, how remote, must miss the 
opportunity to be protected from death or blindness 
from measles.” 
 
Measles is caused by a highly infectious virus and is 
a leading cause of child mortality globally. During 
the long civil war, less than 20% of children in 
Southern Sudan were protected against measles 
due to a general lack of health services and 
insecurity; the threat of the disease is compounded 
by the region’s high malnutrition rates and often 
abysmal living conditions.  
 
“This campaign is a significant peace dividend to 
the children and indeed the whole of Southern 
Sudan” said Dr. Majok Ajak, Undersecretary at the 
Ministry of Health, Government of Southern Sudan, 
adding, “We have lost a great number of children to 
measles, we can’t afford to lose any more.” 
 
“I am happy about the MMC,” said Regina Nyenen 
Bol, who was at the ceremony with her daughter 
Nyeriang who she will take to the vaccinators in the 

next week. “I know about the importance of 
vaccines. I have seen children dying of measles. The 
sickness spreads very fast. It takes all the children 
and many die – if there is no vaccine.”  
 
UNICEF has teamed up with dozens of NGO 
partners and communities to achieve this public 
health breakthrough. The actual vaccination 
campaigns follow months of advocacy and planning 
with authorities and communities and extensive 
training.  

 
The campaign will not only protect millions of 
children from this disease; it is also adding skilled 
workers to the health system. Hundreds of 
vaccinators and auxiliary staff have been trained 
and are hard at work. The cold chain, a system of 
fridges and icepack boxes for storing vaccines, has 
also been built up and will remain to boost routine 
immunisation services. 
 
“No, I am not afraid,” explained nine-year-old Latjor 
Kong, when asked whether he would be lining up 
for a jab, “I know it will hurt my arm but measles is 
bad, you feel bad and then you can die.” 
 
Major donors to the campaign include the US 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the UN 
Foundation, and the governments of the United 
Kingdom, United States, Canada and Australia.  
 
While most equipment and personnel are already on 
stream, urgent funding gaps remain for additional 
vaccines, social mobilisation activities, cold chain 
equipment, transport and personnel costs. An 
additional US$1,670,000 is required to complete 
the 18-month campaign.  

 
 
 

 

3 year old Sarah Abuk bravely receives measles 
immunisation, Bentiu, June 2006  
© UNICEF/Skye Wheeler 
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WATER, SANITATION AND 
HYGIENE 

Containing the Acute Watery Diarrhoea outbreak  

By the end of June, the Acute Watery Diarrhoea 
(AWD)/cholera outbreak had resulted in almost 
17,000 reported cases. UNICEF has continued to 
monitor the outbreak and provided materials 
including laundry soap, jerry cans, OXFAM buckets 
and medicines and oral dehydration salts to 
hospitals and special AWD treatment centres in 
Malakal, Juba and Yei. UNICEF also provided 
services to rural locations such as Munuki and 
Nyakon where there have been recent outbreaks 
after the disease peaked in high profile urban areas. 
During April, May and June, UNICEF supported 
chlorination of water supplies in Juba and Yei. In 
Juba alone, over 30 metric tonnes of purification 
chemicals have been distributed during the 
outbreak, including supplies for Nile River water and 
three Juba payams. UNICEF also provided clean 
water for the Lologo way station. Oral re-hydration 
salts, ringer lactate and amoxicillin syrup were given 
to major hospitals dealing with the disease in Juba, 
Malakal and Yei.   
 
During the cholera outbreak in Yei, WASH sector 
partners funded by UNICEF drilled four new 
boreholes and rehabilitated 20 existing boreholes 
(serving 10,000 people). Two public latrines were 
built, including one in the hospital, and 36 in high 
risk areas, these last to serve about 290 people. In 
April, a surface water treatment system was also 
constructed, with a capacity of 40,000 litres per 
day (to serve 2,000 people) and installed with 24 
distribution taps. Comprehensive water quality 
surveys showed that 45% of water points in Yei 
town were positive for e-coli and were treated 
accordingly. A total of 82 water point chlorinators 
and 60 hygiene educators were trained to do 
outreach activities to communities outside of Yei 
town, where many AWD cases originated. In May, 
30 hygiene awareness sessions across five payams 
reached 1,787 people. Following these endeavors, 
there was a marked reduction in the number of 
AWD cases reported.  
 
With support from UNICEF in Aweil town, the Rural 
Water Department and partners conducted a 
massive hygiene and sanitation awareness 
campaign for 4,664 people and distributed 300 
buckets and 500 bars of soaps mainly targeting 
villages affected by cholera. When cases of 
AWD/cholera were reported in Rubkona County 
during June, UNICEF responded by sending WASH 
and healthcare items to a partner in Bentiu.  

 

 

Hygiene and sanitation 

Alongside specific emergency response activities to 
contain the AWD/cholera outbreak, regular UNICEF 
hygiene and sanitation activities continue. This year 
an additional 2,730 people have been provided with 
safe excreta disposal systems through the 
construction of 455 household latrines and 43 VIP 
latrines have also been installed at schools in 
Warrap, Central Equatoria and Western Equatoria 
States, as well as five VIP latrines in Primary Health 
Care Units.  
 
Around 16,850 people in Lakes State were given 
key hygiene messages through group sessions, 
drama and home visits in May and June.  Eighty 
people, including 32 children, benefited from 
hygiene awareness sessions in Payinjar County, 
mainly at water points and through home visits. In 
April, with support from UNICEF, the Rural Water 
Department (RWD) hygiene promoters in Yambio 
and Tambura conducted 10 awareness sessions in 
schools, reaching 500 women and children. Payam 
hygiene promoters in five payams of Yambio County 
carried out 30 hygiene awareness sessions which 
were attended by 1,787 people including 674 
children.  

Water quality control  

Through the Rural Water Department, UNICEF 
supported bacteriological, chemical and physical 
procedures used to test water quality. A total of 
566 water quality tests have been conducted this 
year up to June and all infected water points were 
treated. For example, in Warrap State, 37 water 
points were tested and 12 were found to be 
positive for e-coli. For Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
State, the Rumbek WASH lab team comprised of 
RWD and UNICEF officers, sampled water points in 
Aweil town, Nyamlel, Marial Bai, and Gogmachar. In 
Rumbek town, 84 water samples were taken and 
21 found to be contaminated with e-coli. In Nyal 
seven out of 21 water points tested were found to 
be positive for e-coli and were treated accordingly.  

Support to way stations 

UNICEF has a mandate to provide minimum water 
and sanitation facilities at way stations. Ongoing 
work in April, May and June included: 
 
• The Kiir Adem way station, along a major route 

for returnees arriving in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
from South Darfur, was provided with a new 
treatment system by MEDAIR/UNICEF with a 
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capacity of 20,000 litres of water per day - 
enough for 1,000 people.  

• The Wau way station has been provided with a 
borehole which is temporarily equipped with a 
hand pump but is in the process of being 
converted into a water yard to serve an 
estimated 15,000 returnees that may pass 
through the station and 720 people from the 
host community. 

• A surface water treatment system with a 
capacity to serve 500 people daily (at a high 
service delivery rate of 20 litres each) was 
installed in collaboration with MEDAIR at the 
way station in Malakal. Twenty stances of pit 
latrines were also provided through a 
partnership with ADRA. 

• A borehole was drilled at Warawar way station 
to serve approximately 500 people at any time.  

• UNICEF is providing 20,000 litres of treated 
water from the Nile River on a daily basis to 
returnees camped at the Bor way station. Here, 
40 stances of pit latrines, four shower bays and 
two hand washing facilities have been 
constructed benefiting the 2,000 plus returnees 
who have passed through the way station. To 
address the needs of the host population, 
UNICEF has drilled five additional boreholes in 
the Bor Township (one in both hospitals, two 
serving schools and one for a community 
situated near the airstrip) and provided a set of 
20,000 litre water bladders with accessories. 
These new additions will support the 1,300 
returnees currently camped at the station.  

• In Lologo camp, close to Juba, UNICEF 
supported Swedish Free Mission to drill one 
borehole which was then developed into a water 
yard. The additional water needs of the 4,000 
IDPs in this camp were met by water trucking 
20,000 litres per day. When more than half of 
the latrines became full, 32 more were built. 
UNICEF also provided 320 jerry cans for the 
fourth group of Dinka IDPs being moved from 
Lologo way station to Bor way station by barge 
in early April 

• In Aweil Town way station, two water yards 
equipped with ten tap stands each were 
constructed to expand access to the increasing 
number of returnees flocking into the town as 
well as the resident population.  

Providing safe water for communities: new drilling 
and operation and maintenance  

Thus far in 2006, at least 55,000 people are 
benefiting from the creation of 108 new water 
points through UNICEF support in Southern Sudan, 
including 35 boreholes in Lakes State and 29 in 
Unity State. By the end of June this year, 859 hand 
pump platforms were reported as rehabilitated and 
384 hand pumps repaired or rehabilitated to 

maintain access to clean water for 430,000 people.  
Alongside this work, 59 pump mechanics were 
trained to build local capacity to manage water 
service delivery. 
 
Of the 108 new water points constructed to date, 
about 40 were completed during the reporting 
period, expanding access to safe water to 20,000 
people.  
 
Examples of progress include:  

 
• In April, five boreholes were successfully drilled 

and installed with pumps in Tambura County in 
preparation for the returning population from 
Central African Republic (CAR). With these 
wells it is estimated that 2,500 people lacking 
safe water will have access including the host 
community. 

• Twenty eight new boreholes were drilled in 
Lakes State during the quarter (including two 
near schools), benefiting an estimated 14,000 
people; 88 latrine stances, 209 bathing shelters 
and 284 dish rakes were constructed to improve 
sanitation. 

• In Wau, 13 hand pumps were restored, and two 
new boreholes built. 12 household latrines were 
built in order to serve 86 people.  

• In Western Equatoria, inspection and repairs of 
hand pumps took place across four counties. Six 
new water points were established, with five 
more under construction currently and 13 hand 
pumps were repaired.  

• Five out of a planned 22 boreholes have been 
drilled around Bentiu town and 16 out of 20 
planned boreholes were drilled since the 
beginning of the year in Nyal.  

• In June, six new boreholes were created and 
130 hand pumps repaired in Aweil County, 
targeting villages with a high number of 
returnees.   

 
Highlights of additional work underway include the 
following: 
 
Contracts for the drilling of 70 community boreholes 
in the states of Lakes and Central Equatoria have 
been signed, these will serve 35,000 people. Work 
has begun creating 22 boreholes for 11,000 
beneficiaries in Western Upper Nile and an 
agreement is being negotiated with a partner for 20 
boreholes, serving 10,000 people in Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal. Around 30,000 people will benefit from 
the rehabilitation underway of 60 boreholes in Juba 
town. Approximately 10,000 people will be served 
by the rehabilitation of the urban water works in 
Bentiu, where assessments for this project have 
been completed.  
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EDUCATION 
Following the successful launch of the ‘Go to 
School’ initiative on 1 April, UNICEF is stepping up 
its efforts to ensure that an additional 1.6 million 
children are enrolled in primary school and 
demonstrating core competencies in literacy, 
numeracy and life skills by the end of 2007. Based 
on preliminary/partial results, at least 587,000 
children were enrolled in primary schools across the 
South by the end of May. Eighty-seven microplans 
for counties have been made to assist the Ministry 
of Education, Science and Technology (MOEST) and 
the state ministries of education. Through this 
exercise all key partners in all ten states were 
oriented on GTS.  
                                                                                                                                                                         
In June, UNICEF supported a special Education 
Reconstruction and Development Forum (ERDF) 
workshop. The workshop brought together the 
State Ministers, Director Generals and Directors of 
Planning of Education from nine states as well as 
the GOSS MOEST heads of Directorates 
(MOEST/GOSS), education partners and members of 
the Parliamentary Education Committee. The ERDF 
decided on key education policies such as a unified 
calendar, curriculum and school fee systems. 
UNICEF staff seconded to the MOEST also assisted 
in other processes including identifying targets for 
the GOSS 200 days work plans which set out 
targets for each ministry for the next 6.5 months.  
 
Gaps in the development of curriculum materials 
from earlier planning were addressed through 
proofreading, reviewing and writing new teaching 
guides and materials during a MOEST workshop that 

concluded on 11 June 2006 at the Maridi 
Curriculum Development Centre. The UNICEF-
supported process was designed to complete the 
harmonised curriculum for Primary 5-8. 

Distributing school supplies 

An immense logistics effort has enabled 4,245 
metric tons of learning materials to be moved out of 
Mombasa since February. These materials are 
enough to eventually cover 2,600 schools through 
the end of 2007, catering to an average of 360 
students per school.  

Racing against the rainy season, the UNICEF 
logistics team organised the delivery of 20,916 
educational kits, 20,945 teacher’s kits, 83,780 
boxes of exercise books (each box containing 300 
individual exercise books) and over four million 
textbooks (enough for one to be shared by two 
pupils in all schools) to ten hubs inside Southern 
Sudan and a storage space in northern Uganda. The 
distribution of 2,100 recreational kits and 2,618 
headteachers’ kits is currently ongoing.  

 
Rapid Assessment of Learning Spaces (RALS) 
The RALS exercise is designed to quickly collect and 
analyse data about existing schools and learning 
spaces. Due to insecurity in parts of Southern 
Sudan, the data collection will be completed later 
than expected in mid/end August and UNICEF 
anticipates that by September 2006, information 
will be available on numbers of pupils, locations of 
learning spaces, the presence and condition of 
physical structures, and access to water and 
sanitation facilities. RALS will also provide 
information on numbers of teachers and their 
qualifications, languages taught (as both subjects 

 

 
 

Production line for packing school supplies for Southern Sudan, Mombasa, Kenya, March 2006 
© UNICEF 
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and as mediums of instruction), and the availability 
of teaching materials. During the RALS training 
period, each county sent four to six participants, 
including state authorities and headmasters. This 
ensures that a core pool of trained data collectors is 
now available in every county of Southern Sudan. 
 
The RALS field work has now been completed in all 
ten states and data has been collected from all 
counties in seven states, with the exception of one 
county from Upper Nile and one from Eastern 
Equatoria (due to insecurity). The process of 
returning raw data is ongoing for counties in Unity, 
Jonglei and Western Equatoria States. From forms 
already received, the RALS team has pulled out GPS 
coordinates, details on physical structures, and 
water point and enrollment data for each school and 
is now beginning to analyse more in-depth data.  
 
Creating learning spaces 
As part of the ‘Go to School’ initiative, UNICEF’s 
goal is to create 1,500 new learning spaces/ 
classrooms this year to accommodate the increasing 
number of pupils in primary schools. Six boreholes 
have already been drilled for forthcoming ‘child-
friendly’ schools in Lakes State, together with 
boreholes for three existing schools. Two hundred 
tents have been erected to provide immediate 
temporary learning spaces while permanent 
structures are developed. In Juba, one school has 
been allocated eight tents in order to cope with the 
sudden increase in numbers of returnee children. In 
Yambio County ten tents were delivered to schools 
suffering from overcrowding. The tents keep 
children protected from the elements, especially 
during the rainy season when many schools under 
trees simply do not meet. The tents can also be ‘re-
purposed’ once permanent structures are complete. 

Permanent structures are being developed using 
‘child-friendly’ school guidelines, in order to ensure 
that children are kept safe and healthy in the 
classroom. In Eastern Equatoria, Lakes and Unity 
States, a construction project funded by the 
Japanese Government is enabling local communities 
to work with UNICEF and the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology to design and build 
schools. Together, UNICEF staff and community 
representatives decide on sites and on how a school 
can best serve a village (by serving as a venue for 
adult education or community activities during after-
school hours, for instance). One hundred sites for 
200 classrooms have been selected across the three 
states. Contracts for the provision of water points 
and gender-sensitive sanitary facilities in each of the 
100 school sites are in process.  
 
Girls’ Education Movement (GEM) 
Supported by UNICEF, GEM is now active in five 
out of the ten states to boost enrolment, particularly 
of girls and vulnerable children. About 200 children 
and teachers have undergone training. In April and 
May, UNICEF held GEM workshops in Rumbek and 
Malakal for male and female schoolchildren and 
teachers. In June, similar activities took place in 
Western Equatoria where 20 youth were trained as 
‘Go to School’ facilitators to advocate for schooling 
in communities across Western Equatoria. 
 
These workshops employ ‘creative facilitation’ to 
spread the message about girls’ education. Through 
songs, skits, role-plays, drawing, dance, poetry and 
story-telling, participants explore the obstacles to 
education and its benefits, while also learning how 
to advocate publicly for girls’ education, identify 
other children who are out of school and help bring 
their peers back to the classroom. 

 

 
 

Extracts from Southern Sudan maths textbooks 
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HIV/AIDS 
 

Working for mothers and children 

In 2005, UNICEF took the lead in introducing 
Prevention of mother to child transmission of HIV 
(PMTCT) services to Southern Sudan through the 
Safe Motherhood Initiative (SMI). The SMI and 
routine counseling and testing (RCT) have been 
ongoing throughout 2006, including reorganizing the 
facilities to provide private spaces for counseling on 
HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases. During 
the quarter, the anti-retroviral drug Nevirapine has 
been available for all HIV positive pregnant women 
and their infants attending the SMI clinics. To date 
in 2006, UNICEF has distributed 4,000 HIV test kits 
to VCT and PMTCT sites.  
 
In April, a known expert on PMTCT programmes, 
visited sites in Juba and Rumbek.  Her final report 
provides valuable advice on improving PMTCT 
services – which remain limited both in scope in 
geographic access -  concluding that the expansion 
of PMTCT activities is a “timely and cost-effective” 
methodology in Sudan where “a climate of conflict 
and insecurity pose a number of risk factors for 
increasing infection in women”.   
 
In May, a meeting was held at Juba Teaching 
Hospital to discuss improvement of services to 
pregnant women in Southern Sudan.  A working 
group comprised of HIV focal points at UNICEF, 
WHO, UNAIDS, UNFPA, CDC, the MoH, the New 
Sudan National AIDS Council (NSNAC), ICRC, the 
Juba Teaching Hospital and the Sudan Council of 
Churches discussed coordination and partnership 
strategies to further implemention of PMTCT/ART 
activities.  Each agency committed to making 
specific contributions to the partnership.   For 
example, UNICEF will support training (doctors, 
nurses, midwives and nutritionists), for HIV 
counseling and testing, Emergency Obstetric Care 
(EmOC) and basic antenatal care; procurement of 
HIV and STI test kits; development of IEC materials; 
and technical support on nutrition Based on the 
operational research done through the pilot phase of 
UNICEF’s Safe Motherhood Initiative, the CDC will 
draft a concept paper on PMTCT model packages 
which will significantly assist the working group to 
review efforts to date and map a strategy for 
expanding services.  
 

 

 

HIV/AIDS training and community work 

Several key training events were held in Rumbek 
during April and May, including training for 102 
senior police officers from six states (building on a 
similar event in March for 35 police officers) and for 
45 correctional services officers (prison wardens) 
from seven different states in Southern Sudan. The 
police officer training highlighted the role of law 
enforcement officers in protecting groups vulnerable 
to HIV/AIDS (including women, children and 
returnees) and promoted non-discrimination of 
people living with HIV and AIDS.  
In addition, 29 community leaders, government 
officials, youth and women leaders were trained on 
human rights including HIV/AIDS and non-
discrimination in April.  
 
 

 
 
Other highlights include: 
• 200,000 brochures have been printed 

containing information about HIV/AIDS for 
distribution in places where young people 
congregate and in Malakal, UNICEF supported 
youth groups to dramatise HIV/AIDS education 
on radio programmes.  

• Through the Child Protection programme, 
UNICEF is working to ensure that children 
affected by HIV/AIDS are protected in the 
development of the Children’s Bill and by the 
state constitutions currently being drafted in all 
ten states. 

• Three community organisations in Yambio and 
Nzara were supported to distribute non- food 
items to 60 men and 140 women living with 
HIV or AIDS who together have a total of 590 
dependents.   

 
Condom demonstration, Rumbek hospital,  
December 2005.  
© UNICEF/Georgina Cranston 
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CHILD PROTECTION 

Child Disarmament, Demobilisation and 
Reintegration (DDR)  

So far in 2006, 759 children associated with armed 
forces and groups (CAAFGs) in Southern Sudan 
have been demobilised and another 700 children are 
in the registration and identification process.  
 
The largest single child demobilisation event since 
the signing of the CPA took place in April, removing 
251 children from the military in Upper Nile/Jonglei. 
Most of the children demobilized on 24 April in 
Khorfulus, Jonglei were from other armed groups 
(OAGs) that had recently joined the SPLA (under the 
terms of the CPA). The rest were from the SPLA 
itself. Forty-eight of the children registered were 
girls and 114 were under 15. Of the total number of 
251 children registered by the Southern Sudan DDR 
Commission (SSDDRC), 122 had parents or relatives 
within a day’s walk from their area of registration 
and returned to home immediately. UNICEF 
distributed education supplies and textbooks to 
schools in the area and also provided the 
demobilised children with a set of second-hand 
clothes after they had handed in their guns and 
uniforms. Two hundred and twenty of the children 
have now been successfully returned to their 
families, and family tracing for 34 children originally 
from Renk has been successfully completed.  
 
Following the Khorfulus event, the SSDDRC 
resumed the process of demobilising children 
attached to an OAG in Rubkona and Bentiu In late 
May, the UNICEF DDR officer began to gather 
support for the demobilisation of children in Pagak, 
Rubbout, Awachie and Agbown in Upper Nile. 

SSDDRC and UNICEF staff traveled in June to 
Abwong where 34 children out of 45 registered 
(including six girls) were demobilised (the missing 
children will be demobilised as soon as possible) and 
then to Pagak where 49 children were demobilised 
and returned to their homes. Three of the 49 had to 
be taken to other locations to be reunified with their 
families.  
 
UNICEF continues to support the SSDDRC with the 
identification, registration and demobilisation of 
children in SPLA forces in Upper Nile State. After a 
meeting with commanders in Abwong, Pagak and 
Owachi, and a total of 106 children were registered 
for demobilisation 
 
The SSDDRC team for Western Bahr el Ghazal has 
identified 58 children associated with the armed 
forces in four locations in Warrap State. These 
children have been moved with the SPLA to Tonj 
where the SSDDRC team is currently registering 
them with the support of UNICEF as well as 
carrying out the tracing of 30 previously registered 
children. UNICEF and SSDDRC spent a week in Wau 
to give technical support to the regional child DDR 
officers there, and holding consultative meetings 
with local and civil authorities. The Child DDR team 
has also identified four additional children who are 
now in line for demobilisation. 
 
In April, UNICEF provided technical support to the 
SSDDRC for a five day child DDR training workshop 
for 11 SSDDRC regional officers and four senior 
SPLA officers. Documents including DDR policy and 
the Children’s Armed Forces Act have been 
disseminated to units in Upper Nile, Unity, 
Kordofan, Abyei and Western Bahr el Ghazal.  
 

 
Child demobilisation, Khorfulus, April 2006 

© UNICEF/Debra Bowers 
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Mine Risk Education 

As the lead agency for mine risk education (MRE), 
UNICEF plays a key role in the interagency effort to 
free Sudan of the deathly risks of landmines and 
unexploded ordnance (UXOs). So far in 2006, an 
estimated 28,000 people in return and host 
communities have been reached with MRE 
messages by UNICEF and MRE partners. In June 
alone, 3,500 people were reached through a strong 
focus on providing MRE at way stations in Yei, 
Kapoeta, Torit, Bor, Juba, and Malakal. In May more 
than 1,500 people were reached in Greater 
Equatoria.  
 
UNICEF supports a variety of methods for 
communicating MRE messages to at-risk 
populations. For example, during the reporting 
period, a 30 minute video on mine awareness was 
aired on television Malakal; the MRE team in Juba 
has produced radio messages in six different 
languages which are being aired across Upper Nile 
State and youth groups have been supported to 
develop MRE dramas and songs for radio and 
community events; 5,000 posters and 5,000 
leaflets were distributed in Freedom Square in Juba 
for Mine Action Day. 
 
Major emphasis is placed on training MRE 
facilitators. MRE sessions conducted by previously 
trained teachers in Malakal and Wau have reached 
over 1,927 people in more than 11 communities. 
The majority of these were children. Seventy people 
participated in a Training of Trainers (TOT) in Wau 
in April and 25 completed a TOT course in Rumbek 
in May. In June, a TOT session reached 40 
participants from 18 communities from Malakal and 
another event in Rubkona trained community 
volunteers and teachers from all nine counties of 
Unity State. In Juba, 26 youth associated with 
partner NGOs were trained on MRE. 
 
UNICEF continues to train MRE facilitators on the 
use of the MRE module of the life skills curriculum. 
This year 500 people have been trained to use these 
booklets and posters, which were developed for use 
with both literate and non-literate learners in 
Southern Sudan. Distribution of materials is ongoing 
through the South, reaching trainers in Malakal, 
Bentiu, Juba and Wau during the reporting period. 

Children’s bill 
UNICEF delivered a draft of a Children Bill to the 
Ministry of Legal Affairs and Constitutional Reform 
earlier this year. In April, a review of this document 
was finalised and it is hoped that the bill will be 
tabled in September. A workshop for local 
government, police, social welfare, youth and 
women’s respresentatives and NGOs was held in 
Malakal on the key provisions of the Bill.  

Social work training 

UNICEF’s Basic Social Work Principles training 
course in Yambio completed its first course in May 
with 20 participants. This was the first social work 
course in Southern Sudan and included issues 
specific to HIV/AIDS. Some of the graduates are 
now serving as social workers and others have 
agreed to use their new skills in their own 
communities. A number of them have also formed a 
community based organisation (CBO).  

Birth registration 

Work to develop a policy for birth registration in 
Southern Sudan continues. In April, UNICEF and the 
Southern Sudan Centre for Statistics, Census and 
Evaluation (SSCSCE) met to explore the possibility 
of linking up birth registration with the December 
2007 census. A concept paper has been finalised 
and is awaiting discussion with various bodies of 
the GOSS.  

Child Rights – Research and Action 

In Kapoeta, UNICEF is looking into protection issues 
concerning some 120 children who have been 
‘given’ to a day school and are now taking to the 
streets. In Bentiu/Rubkona, UNICEF and CARE 
shared with local authorities a preliminary report on 
a recent assessment of street children. UNICEF also 
held meetings with police inspectors and 
commissioners in Leer on juvenile justice issues 
including the unnecessary arrests of children who 
are caught on the wrong side of the law. With the 
help of UNICEF partner CBOs, some girls in Leer 
have started to play a major role in advocating 
against rape, early and/or forced marriages and 
creating awareness on these issues amongst their 
peers. In June, UNICEF participated in a training 
event for new police recruits focusing on police 
contact with children and the key areas for 
police intervention. The police were encouraged to 
look for solutions other than the institutionalisation 
of children. 

 
Street children, Bentiu, 2006  
© UNICEF/Kim Jial 
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Prevention of sexual abuse and exploitation 

Through a consultant hired specifically to help 
ensure the implementation of the Secretary 
General’s Bulletin on Prevention of Sexual Abuse 
and Exploitation, UNICEF continues to provide 
training on ‘Protection Code of Conduct – 
Prevention of Sexual Abuse and Exploitation’. 
During the quarter, more than 90 staff from over 25 
UN and NGO agencies were trained.   

Family Tracing and Reunification (FTR) 

As well as supporting FTR alongside child DDR 
processes, UNICEF has been active, especially in 
the Southern Sudan capital of Juba, at helping 
individual children reunite with families. A network 
of 15 agencies is now operational with a database.  
 
The Totto Chan Centre in Juba, which is supported 
by UNICEF, is key institution for facilitating the 
return of children abducted by the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA).  During May, the family of one of the 
two former LRA abductees - whose medical care 
was provided by UNICEF and ICRC following injuries 
sustained during fighting – was successfully traced 
in Uganda. UNICEF child protection staff provided 
technical support to the Totto Chan Centre, ensured 
social worker presence in the hospital and provided 
food and non food items to children housed at the 
centre.  
 
Similar support to other individual cases across 
Southern Sudan is ongoing, including for 
unaccompanied and vulnerable children moving in 
returnee groups. Three UNICEF staff members are 
working the SRRC and IOM specifically on child 
protection in returning populations. Support has also 
been given to partner NGO ADRA for work along 
the river corridor.  

Increasing youth participation 

In Malakal, UNICEF and partners, Islamic Relief and 
the State Department of Youth and Sports, are 
supporting a newly formed youth network to 
organise community sports teams following the 
success of this initiative in Yambio County and in 
Unity State. There are also developed youth group 
networks in Wau. UNICEF has provided recreation 
kits to organised teams of both girls and boys and is 
currently working with UNMIS to level playing fields 
in 10 communities. Workshops run by UNICEF to 
create youth groups and networks in Juba have 
focused on including youth from recent returnee 
families, host communities and street children.   
 
In May, an assessment of the youth networks in 
Yambio County (80 youth were trained) revealed 
that despite high levels of insecurity in some areas, 
over 35 of the 41 youth networks are still active in 
their communities and are busy raising awareness 
on child protection. One group of older youth who 
completed the UNICEF social work training course 
have formed themselves into a CBO to work in 
partnership with UNICEF. 
 
To reduce pressure on scarce resources, UNICEF 
has been advocating for better services for host 
communities in Juba. In April and May, UNICEF 
provided extra materials to Buluk School in Juba to 
help it cope with an influx of students. Help Age 
International (HAI) received an educational kit to use 
at their Juba centre which is largely attended by the 
(often young returnee) wards of older people. 
UNICEF is also working with HAI and the Ministry of 
Education to align the centre’s curriculum with the 
national curriculum. War Child received a recreation 
kit to support their work with street children.  
 

 

 
Returnee barge passengers, Malakal, April 2006  

© UNICEF/Ben Parker 
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE FOR 
FAMILIES AND VULNERABLE 
CHILDREN 
 
During the quarter, UNICEF has provided non-food 
items (NFIs) for over 16,400 vulnerable households 
(or about 82,000 people) among the returnee 
population and pressured host communities or those 
affected by conflict or rapid onset emergencies. 
Some of the distribution of these emergency items 
is still ongoing by partners on the ground, including 
the large scale operation in Aweil North (Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal). 
 

Emergencies and new displacement 

• In April, 415 vulnerable families (2,282 people) 
residing just outside of Juba were assisted with 
UNICEF NFIs distributed by ADRA. These 
families had fled attacks attributed to the Lord’s 
Resistance Army in Rejaf and Lobonic.  

• In the troubled Western Equatoria, 1,222 
families (6,721 people) from Ezo County 
received NFI kits,as well as 544 IDP families 
(2,992 people) in Maridi (distributed through the 
SRRC and GTZ). Work is now underway to 
provide NFIs for an additional 5,000 displaced 
and vulnerable families (25,000 people) in 
Mvolo County. Messages have been sent to 20-
30 families who are in hiding in the forests to 
gather in Nadiangere. This work follows the 
delivery of NFIs for about 11,000 people in 
Nadiangere in March and April.  

• In June, plastic sheeting was provided to 150 
vulnerable families (about 750 people) in Motot, 
Wuror County in Jonglei. 

Assisting with safe returns 

Between April and June: 
• UNICEF supported the SRRC in Aweil Central 

(Northern Bahr el Ghazal) with 920 NFI kits for 
4,709 people in vulnerable families.  

• Items for 5,000 families (estimated at 30,000 
people) were dispatched to Aweil North, 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal, by road in May, but 
because of terrible conditions were airlifted to 
Gok Machar in 13 rotations. Plastic sheets were 
taken in the first rotation; an emergency 
provision to protect families from the rain.  

• In Aweil Town, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, UNICEF 
has also laid a contingency stock for 2,000 
families as part of rainy season preparations. 

• UNICEF provided NFIs to GOAL for 2,500 
vulnerable families (13,750 people) in Kodok, 
Baliet, Atar and Galachel in Upper Nile. Upper 
Nile has experienced an especially high number 
of returns; by the end of June, 1,368 families 
(over 7,000 individuals) had been assisted. 
UNICEF partner ADRA distributed NFI to 202 
vulnerable returnee families (1,010 people) 
recently arrived in Maban, Upper Nile.  

• NFI items were given to the SRRC with the help 
of UNMIS to distribute to 8,753 people in Unity 
State’s Rubkona and Alor Counties.  

• Twenty-four metric tons of BP5 (a compacted 
highly nutritious biscuit) have been pre-
positioned in Rumbek, Malakal, Bentiu, Aweil 
South, Aweil West and Juba. This amount will 
be enough to benefit 17,142 people, each for 
seven days.  

 
 

THE SUDAN HOUSEHOLD 
HEALTH SURVEY 
 
Data collection for the Sudan Household Health 
Survey (SHHS), the first Sudan national statistical 
survey for over 20 years, was completed in June for 
all ten states and questionnaires have been 
collected from almost all research (geographical) 
‘sectors’ except where insecurity or the rains have 
intervened. Statistics generated from data gathered 
at 20,000 households across the nation, including 
1,000 in each of the ten states of Southern Sudan, 
will be used to update indicators on household 
characteristics, health, education, water use and 
food security. 
 
Early June saw the beginning of the data entry 
process and by the end of the month this arduous 
work had been completed for one state (Central 
Equatoria) and the keying in of data for two other 
states began. This work is done by 19 keyers in 
Rumbek from the Southern Sudan Centre for 
Statistics, Census and Evaluation (SSCSCE). This 
training is invaluable capacity building for census 
work, which will begin at the end of next year.  
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FUNDING 
Programme Project  Appeal 

Amount  
Donor Total 

Contributions 
Percentage 
Funded 

Denmark 9,697,780.00 
Basic Education 

  
41,906,800.00  UNICEF RR 200,000.00 

Multidonor thematic 3,910,000.00 
Emergency Education  

  
20,631,000.00  German Natcom 497,040.00 

Life Skills 
  

695,000.00    0.00 

Education 

Vocational and literacy - 
youth 

  
3,500,000.00  Multidonor CHF 1,025,000.00   

Education Total   
66,732,800.00    15,329,820.00 23% 

Multidonor CHF 3,000,000.00 
Emergency WES 

  
5,445,000.00  Norway 2,094,426.83 

Improved Access to WES 
  

6,930,000.00    0.00 
UK (DfID) 703,914.45 Institutional & Policy 

Development 
  

2,700,000.00  Switzerland 190,840.00 

Capacity building for 
partners and communities 

  
924,000.00  Switzerland 190,840.00 

Operation & Maintenance 
  

1,320,000.00  Switzerland 381,680.00 

Water, 
Sanitation and 
Hygiene 
(WASH) 

WASH for schools & health 
facilities 

  
3,000,000.00    0.00   

WASH Total   
20,319,000.00    6,561,701.28 32% 

Immunisation Plus 
  

7,598,000.00  Multidonor CHF 1,000,000.00 
Multidonor CHF 1,000,000.00 

USAID 650,000.00 
Mass Measles Campaign 

  
5,352,000.00  UN Foundation 1,069,976.00 

Polio 
  

3,850,000.00  CDC 1,261,862.83 
Multidonor thematic 177,310.39 

Primary Health Care 
  

5,384,000.00  UNICEF RR 100,000.00 

Health 

Maternal Health Care  
  

3,136,000.00  UNICEF RR 70,000.00   
Health Total   

25,320,000.00    5,329,149.22 21% 
Multidonor CHF 920,000.00 

Acute Malnutrition 
  

5,616,600.00  Norway 244,032.61 

Capacity Building 
  

3,540,000.00  Multidonor CHF 600,000.00 

Nutrition 

Nutrition in PHC  
  

3,366,000.00  Multidonor CHF 300,000.00   
Nutrition Total   

12,522,600.00    2,064,032.61 16% 

Shelter and NFIs 
  

8,181,820.00    0.00 

Sudan Open Archive 
  

678,000.00    0.00 

Information and 
Communication 

  
825,000.00    0.00 

Multidonor CHF 725,000.00 
Security and Staff Safety 

  
800,000.00  ECHO 846,433.00 

Coordination 
and Common 
Services 

Planning, Research, M&E    USAID 250,000.00 
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Programme Project  Appeal 
Amount  

Donor Total 
Contributions 

Percentage 
Funded 

  1,700,000.00  UNICEF RR 180,000.00  
Coordination and Common Services Total   

12,184,820.00    2,001,433.00 16% 

Prevention & monitoring of 
violations 

  
1,000,000.00  Multidonor CHF 150,000.00 

Multidonor CHF 800,000.00 

Return & Reintegration  
  

5,000,000.00  

Netherlands 
Committee for 

UNICEF 131,152.45 
Multidonor CHF 150,000.00 Social Protection with 

GOSS  
  

1,500,000.00  Denmark 350,289.59 

Child 
Protection 

Community based child 
protection 

  
550,000.00    0.00   

Child Protection Total   
8,050,000.00    1,581,442.04 20% 

UNDP - IDDRP 2,502,583.00 DDR 

Child DDR (within IDDRP) 
  

16,500,000.00  
Belgian Committee 

for UNICEF 120,919.00   
DDR Total   

16,500,000.00    2,623,502.00 16% 
Mine Action 

Mine Risk Education (MRE) 
  

2,135,000.00    0.00   
Mine Action Total   

2,135,000.00    0.00 0% 
Cross Sector 
Support for 
Returns 

Information Campaign for 
Returns 

  
483,600.00    0.00   

Cross Sector Support for Returns Total   
483,600.00    0.00 0% 

Basic 
Infrastructure 
and 
Settlement Quick Start 

  
10,000,000.00    0.00   

Basic Infrastructure and Settlement Total   
10,000,000.00    0.00 0% 

Cross-Sectoral Programme 
Support   UNICEF RR 300,000.00 

Other  

HIV/AIDS    UNICEF RR 150,000.00   

GRAND TOTAL 174,247,820.00    35,941,080.15 21% 

 
CHF = Common Humanitarian Fund 
RR = UNICEF Regular Resources 


