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MONTHLY FOOD SECURITY REPORT FOR MALI 
October 26, 2001 

 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Rainfall amounts were down as the rainy season drew to a close.  However, on the 
whole, season-long cumulative rainfall totals from May 1 to October 20 were normal to 
above normal and up from last year. 
 
Aside from localized pockets of drought, which could affect crop yields, harvest 
prospects for the 2001/02-crop year are generally good.  On the whole, grain and 
industrial crop (cotton) production should be better this year than last.  Given such good 
harvest prospects, monitoring efforts will need to be stepped up to guard against crop 
pests, such as of grain-eating birds, which are rapidly multiplying across a large part of 
the Niger River floodplain area. 
 
Dry grain prices continue to climb on retail markets in regional capitals around the 
country in the face of dwindling carry-over reserves from last year’s harvests at the farm 
level.  However, millet prices should begin falling over the next few weeks as this year’s 
crops are brought to market, mirroring trends on the Ségou market, which is the 
country's leading grain production area. 
 
 
I. OUTLOOK FOR THE 2001/02 CROP YEAR 
 
a) Rainfall 
 
Satellite rainfall data (Figure 1) show that in general, rainfall amounts were down as the rainy 
season drew to a close. 
 
However, on the whole, season-long cumulative rainfall totals (for the period May 1 to October 
20) were normal to above normal and up from last year thanks to heavy rainfall extending into 
the month of August. 
 
b) Water Levels 
 
Water levels along the Niger River upstream from Mopti and in the Senegal River Basin 
continue to fall, while river levels downstream from Mopti continue to rise.  As of October 20, 
water levels in general were well below multiyear averages but up from last year.  On the whole, 
hydrologic conditions are good at this juncture. 
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FIGURE 1.  SATELLITE RAINFALL ESTIMATES 

 
September 21-30, 2001 
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FEWS NET/Mali Source: NOAA, USGS 

 
c) Plant Health Conditions 
 
There are reports of grasshopper infestations of maturing millet and sorghum crops in the Nioro, 
Yélimané (Kayes), Nara (Koulikoro), Mopti, and Gao areas.  Damage is reportedly light and is 
expected to have only a minor impact on crop yields. 
 
The successful management of grain-eating birds is essential to protecting upcoming harvests, 
particularly rice harvests in the Ségou, Mopti, and Gao regions.  There are reports of localized 
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damage to maturing millet and rice crops in the Office du Niger area, at Mopti, Douentza, Gao, 
Ansongo, and Ménaka.  Spraying operations are in progress. 
 
d) Impact of Climatic Factors on Harvest Prospects for the 2001/02 Crop Year 
 
Harvest prospects for the 2001/02 crop year are good throughout the country, mirroring 
conditions in the Ségou and Mopti regions recently toured by FEWS NET as part of a joint 
GTPA (AGRHYMET Multidisciplinary Working Group) mission. 
 
Good rainfall, evenly distributed in time and space and extending into the month of August, the 
official end of the planting season, has meant: 
 

• A very high success rate for planting activities compared with the previous growing 
season 

• Little need for reseeding 
• Regular upkeep of crops in well-cared-for fields 
• Relatively stable plant health conditions 
• Lighter rainfall in September and October resulted in some withering of rainfed crops, 

as well as grasshopper, caterpillar, and beetle infestations, with minor damage to 
corresponding crops. 

 
The swollen Niger River overflowed its banks, flooding rice fields upstream from the Markala 
dam.  According to the Ségou Regional Rural Development Agency (Direction Régionale de 
l’Appui au Monde Rural de Ségou), 5,184 ha of rice were lost in the administrative units of 
Macina and Ségou. 
 
The size of cropped areas is up from last year.  Despite risks of drought and flooding, 
groundwater reserves and actual rainfall amounts allowed seedlings to develop normally.  Aside 
from localized pockets of drought, which could affect crop yields, harvest prospects for the 
2001/02-crop year are generally good.  On the whole, both grain and industrial crop (cotton) 
production should be better this year than last. 
 
Crops are in various stages of development, as follows: 
 

• Rainfed millet and sorghum: from the flowering to the harvesting stage.  Maize 
harvests are underway in most areas and have already been completed in a number 
of locations. 

• Rainfed rice, groundnut, cowpea, earthpea and fonio: maturation-harvesting stage. 
• Dah plants, fruit-bearing stage.  Dah plants are a cash crop grown mainly as a

 companion crop for groundnuts. 
• Rice crops: 

 

� Maturation-harvesting stage in the Office du Niger area, the Baguineda Irrigation 
Project area, and the Sélingué Rural Development Project area. 

� Height growth-heading stage in the Ségou and Mopti irrigated rice-growing 
areas. 

 
The good harvest prospects for this crop year make it essential to step up monitoring activities 
to guard against infestations of crop pests, particularly attacks by grain-eating birds, which are 
rapidly multiplying throughout most of the Niger River floodplain area. 
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On the whole, the 2001/02 cotton-growing season is going well.  The size of cropped areas is 
well up from last year.  Cotton plants are currently in the maturation-harvesting stage.  Weighing 
operations for harvested crops have already begun in a number of locations. 
 
 
II. GRAZING CONDITIONS 
 
In general, grassy vegetation and bushy plants in grazing areas of the country are in satisfactory 
condition and the fill levels of stock watering points are adequate.  Animal fattening efforts 
appear to be going well, and there have been no reports of any epizootic diseases. 
 
Vegetative growth is very good in all grazing areas throughout the country and shows an 
improvement over last year as measured by the NDVI, or Normalized Difference Vegetation 
Index (Figure 2). .Figure 2 also shows above-average vegetation conditions in the Mopti, 
Timbuktu, Gao, and Kidal regions compared with the average for 1981/99. 
 

FIGURE 2: VEGETATION CONDITIONS DURING OCTOBER 11-20, 2001 
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FEWS NET/Mali Source: NASA, USGS 

 
 
III. MARKETS 
 
Dry grain prices continue to climb on markets in regional capitals around the country.  Massive 
grain exports to a number of neighboring countries, particularly over the course of February and 
March, were followed by large and, in some cases, unprecedented price hikes.  Continuing 
boosts in prices, which are unusual in the month of October, can be explained by dwindling 
carry-over reserves from last year’s harvests at the farm level. 
 
However, ongoing harvests should speed sales of existing inventories and at the same time 
strengthen market supplies in the weeks ahead.  The good harvest prospects for this growing 
season should encourage farmers to sell off more of their reserves beginning in October, which, 
in turn, should cause dry grain prices to begin to fall. 
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Thus, prices on the Ségou market, the country's leading production area for millet, have already 
begun to fall, in contrast to price trends on other markets in regional capitals around the country.  
The market price of millet in Ségou is down by approximately 2 percent, currently standing at 
155 CFA francs/kg, compared with a September price of 158 francs.  Nevertheless, it is up 57 
percent from October of last year, 29 percent above the average for the five past years, and a 
mere 5 percent below the October 1998 price, the year of record price hikes (Graph 1). 
 
Thus far, this continuing price escalation has been contained.  An average household has spent 
more than expected to purchase grain but has been able to make such purchases despite the 
high price of grain.  There are no signs of any slowdown in sales as a result of these high price 
levels. 
 

GRAPH 1. MULTI-YEAR TRENDS IN THE AVERAGE PRICE OF MILLET 
SEGOU CITY MARKETS:  AVERAGE (1996-2000); 1998-2001 
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Graphic by FEWS NET/Mali 
Source: OMA (Agricultural Markets Observatory) 

 


