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In the past two weeks, IOM distributed 11,000 non-food 
item (NFI) kits across 13 governorates, providing life-saving 
assistance to over 66,000 beneficiaries. 

This aid is part of IOM’s rapid response to the crisis in Iraq. 
In addition to distributing kerosene, clothing vouchers and 
NFI kits, IOM also delivers tents, pre-fabricated homes and 
sealing-off kits for families living in unfinished buildings. 
Donated by the Government of South Korea, these sealing-
off kits enable displaced people to make their dwellings 
safer and more weather resistant. 

In Kirkuk, IOM distributed 550 tents in the week of 15 
February, with NFI kits being distributed the following 
week, following a request from the Kirkuk Governor’s 
Office. IOM colleagues reached out to families displaced by 
military operations in six villages in Multaqub and Yachay 
sub-districts. Tents were funded by the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.

The families were displaced by recent fighting between 
ISIL, armed groups and security forces. Residents reported 
losing their homes, belongings and livelihoods; many said 
that their livestock was stolen or killed.

With support from local authorities, IOM provided the tents 
one week after the villages were destroyed. Beneficiaries 
reported that it was the first aid they have received.

Mr. Saber Al Naimy, a villager, told IOM staff: “Our entire 
village has been destroyed and everything was stolen. 
We are struggling, but trying to continue. We appreciate 
the tent and household items. We respect that IOM and 
the international community remember us and offer this 
assistance.” 
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According to Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) data collected by IOM Rapid 
Assessment and Response Team (RART) from January 2014 - 12 February 2015

412,074 
IDP Families

2,744 
Locations

2,472,444  
Individuals
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Emergency Relief Distribution

96,247
Family non-food item 
(NFI) kits

7,397
Winterized tents and 
shelters 

6,350
Clothing vouchers 

1,521,200
Litres of kerosene 

IOM staff unloading and distributing 550 tents to displaced families in 
Kirkuk

IOM tents set-up next to still-smoldering houses in Kirkuk
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IOM is responding to life-threatening needs in a rapidly changing environment, in addition to monitoring movements on the ground.

Jombod’s Story
Living in cramped quarters with little privacy, and dealing with 
the distressing experience of fleeing violence and losing their 
homes, displaced persons often lack psychosocial support. As 
part of IOM’s engagement with displaced minorities, funded 
by USAID OFDA, the psychosocial program offers individual 
counseling and cooperative group activities.       

On 24th February, IOM Iraq staff visited Al Hikma, 
an informal settlement at a housing complex on 
the outskirts of Erbil, to observe play, crafts and 
conversation designed to help the 170 families living 
there cope with the stress of displacement. 

We were invited to sit with women learning to crochet 
and try to learn ourselves. One of the older women 
instructed us – she was expertly crocheting a lime 
green bootie for her infant grandchild. “I learned how 
to crochet as a little girl at school in Baghdad. I still 
remember my teacher – Ms. Ferial. This sort of skill is 
best learned with others,” she told us. 

Her name is Jombod, and she has been displaced 
from Qaraqosh, near Mosul, since August. Her family 
fled violence when a relative’s house was bombed. 
She does not know what has become of her home or 
the possessions she left behind. Fighting back tears, 
she told us how she, her two sons, three daughters 
and eight grandchildren all live in one of the small 
apartments at Al Hikma school. 

“There is no privacy,” she says, her fingers busy with 
the yarn. “We don’t have any time to stop and think. 
Sitting together here, doing crafts and speaking with 
one another is a welcome break from the monotony 
and stress of our lives.” 

“I studied to become a teacher for students with 
special needs,” said her daughter Shimem. “It’s been 
a year since I graduated, and I have nothing to do, no 
job.” 

“I was married just a month before we fled,” said her 
daughter-in-law, Maria. “My husband and I had just 
bought a house, but we never had the chance to enjoy 
it.”

“At least the children are calmer and sleep better after 
this kind of play,” says Jombod. “We really need this 
sort of activity to keep our spirits up.” 

“
”

IOM IRAQ: Iraq Crisis Response
IOM   OIM

26 February 2015

      Gathering to do crafts and talk 
with one another is a welcome 
break from the stress.

Jombod and her daughter-in-law doing crafts and conversing together 

Displaced children engaging in structured play with IOM psychosocial staff 


