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COUNTRY STRATEGY:  

 
 
 
OPERATIONS

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WFP’s presence in Colombia is a result of the instability 

associated with the conflict and gaps in coverage within the 

Government’s diverse assistance programmes. The 

Government has requested WFP’s continued support to 

assist Colombia through a two-pronged strategy: (i) relief 

and recovery support to the populations affected by the 50 

year-old conflict that is expected to end as a result of the 

ongoing peace process; and (ii) capacity development and 

technical assistance in food and nutrition security. WFP has 

prepared a PRRO that will start in April 2015 to assist the 

victims of the conflict with a special focus on women and 

ethnic groups (Afro-Colombians and indigenous). WFP 

assistance will transition from relief to recovery and will 

support return, resettlement and reintegration through 

individual and community based livelihood actions. WFP 

works with national and regional governments to strengthen 

capacities in including the use of micronutrients. WFP has 

been present in Colombia since 1969. 
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Project  

Duration 

Planned 
number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD) 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200148: Integrated 

Approach to Address Food 

Insecurity among Highly 

Vulnerable Households 

Affected by Displacement 

and Violence in Colombia 

Jan 12- 

Mar 15 
918,438 64,533,518 43,127,257 67% - 

U.S.A.; Canada; 

Switzerland; 

Private Donors; 

Multilateral  

PRRO 200708: Supporting 

peace efforts in Colombia: 

food assistance for people 
affected by and recovering 

from conflict 

Jan15-

Mar18 
660,000 61,266,006 2,619,418 4% 2,309,834 

U.S.A.; Private 

Donors 

 

Summary of WFP assistance: 

Since 2012, WFP has been assisting populations affected by the conflict in Colombia through PRRO 200148, reaching 

285,000 beneficiaries per year with a family-oriented, integrated approach. This PRRO will continue until March 2015. 

The overall objective is to support communities in overcoming emergency situations following displacements or 

confinements caused by violence and to re-establish and improve livelihoods. Assistance to Afro-Colombian and 

indigenous communities, children, and pregnant and lactating women is prioritized. WFP supports the achievement of 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6; and contributes to WFP Strategic Objectives 1, 2 and 3. 

The PRRO activities are in line with the Government’s National Development Plan and the United Nations Development 

Assistance Framework (UNDAF). Through the distribution of food and vouchers, WFP’s operations aim to facilitate 

transition from relief and recovery to resilience. The recovery component aims to encourage communities to engage in 

food for training and food for asset activities to meet their food consumption needs and to develop their human 

capital. Beneficiaries are encouraged to participate in trainings and forums related to food entitlements and 

procedures for registration in national safety nets, thus enabling their families to access social programmes. Both 

women and men play an active role in all community activities and women are particularly engaged in food 

management committees promoting their leadership role. 

 

Food Security Cluster  
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP Colombia has established a permanent coordination mechanism through the Food Security and Nutrition Cluster 
with UNICEF and FAO and works with UNHCR, UN Women and OCHA. For the implementation of its activities, WFP 
partners with Plan Foundation, Lutheran World Federation, Pan American Development Foundation, OXFAM and Terre 
des Hommes Lausanne. The extensive field experience and knowledge of these organizations provide quality field work 
and sustainability of projects. WFP is expanding its partnership base through an ongoing assessment of presence and 
capacities of partners.  
 
Under the coordination of the Presidential Agency for International Cooperation (APC), WFP’s main counterparts at the 
government level are the Department for Social Prosperity (DPS) and the Colombian Institute for Family Welfare (ICBF), 
which are responsible for food security and assistance to victims of the armed conflict. These entities support the PRRO 
with complementary activities. WFP is in the process of establishing partnerships with supermarkets in remote areas to 
expand its voucher programme and with foundations and farmers’ associations in order to implement activities to 
support smallholder farmers. 
 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Colombia is an upper middle income country with a 

population of 47.6 million (DANE, 2014) that has seen 

nearly half a century of armed conflict. It is ranked 98 

out of 187 countries on the 2014 Human Development 

Index and twelve on the inequality index. The 

prevalence of poverty and extreme poverty is 29.3 and 

8.4 percent respectively (DANE, 2014). Although the 

economy grew at an annual average of 4.9 percent 

from 2010 to 2013, the benefits of economic growth 

are unequally distributed. The inequality is mainly 

observed between urban and rural areas and within 

ethnic minorities. Whereas the National Gini coefficient 

is 0.54, for the rural population it is 0.88 (DNP, 2013; 

CEDE, 2012). The climatic risk vulnerability index 

classifies Colombia as medium risk. The rural 

population (32 percent of the total - UNDP 2011) and 

Indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities (14 

percent of total population) have been affected 

disproportionally by the armed conflict that has 

affected 7 million people, of which 6 million have been 

displaced. In 2014, 403,719 internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) were registered of which, 97,000 were 

newly displaced (UARIV 2014). Additionally, about 1.2 

million people were affected by natural disasters 

(UNGRD, 2014). It is estimated that about 43 percent 

of the total population is food insecure; the prevalence 

of anemia among children under two years is 59.7 percent and 13.2 percent children under five are stunted. IDPs are at 

higher risk of food insecurity and about 94.8 percent are food insecure. The prevalence of anemia among IDP children 

under five is 52.8 percent. Chronic malnutrition rates are about 23.7 among this population group (ENSIN 2010). 

Children under five from indigenous communities (Embera Katio, Province of Chocó) are especially affected by chronic 

malnutrition at a rate of 80.9 percent, which is up to six times the national average. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 Since 2012 WFP Colombia has assisted up to 600,000 displaced or confined 
people with food assistance mainly in conflict affected areas with limited 
government capacity. 

 Vouchers linked to local food production have been piloted benefiting 3,500 
people in 3 municipalities of the Caquetá Province. 78 woman and 169 men 
from the smallholder farmers’ association also benefitted from this activity. 
WFP aims to support government entities to progressively increase the 
percentage of food purchases from smallholder farmer associations by 
strengthening the capacity of the associations and addressing the challenges 
in their access to markets.  

 In response to the Government’s request, WFP has launched a Multi-Donor 
Trust Fund. This trust fund will help to extend WFP support for capacity 
strengthening actions and coordinate among different government 
programmes creating synergies. 

 WFP’s operational response for the next year includes flexibility to respond 
more effectively to regional contexts and the changing dynamics of the 
conflict as the peace process moves forward. 

 The major upcoming challenge for 
WFP is the uncertainty associated 
with the results of the peace process 
and the pace of implementation of 
the post-agreement plans. 

 IDEAM and international 
meteorological authorities warned 
about the (65 percent) probability of 
the occurrence of an "El Niño" 
phenomenon. WFP response will be 
to address gaps in the provision of 
assistance by government entities. 

 WFP has to align its tools, 
operational capacity and 
coordination mechanisms with the 
government to initiate the new 
PRRO. 

 


